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Heated Rivalry Season 1 Episode 1 Review: Rookies

For decades, queer audiences have been craving more diverse media that centers
on a realistic portrayal of what it means to be gay, bisexual, etc. We’ve gotten
many great examples in media, but not since the likes of Queer as Folk have we
felt we’ve gotten both queer joy and queer sex in the same show, that is
until Heated Rivalry Season 1 Episode 1, “Rookies.”

For an opening episode to a new show based off a book, “Rookies” lives up to fan
expectations and delivers a bit more. There are added moments that don’t
detract from the source material and omissions that aren’t entirely missed. 

Most importantly, we have two actors who put their all into the depiction of
these beloved characters. Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Hudson Williams as
Shane Hollander are perfect casting because of the ways they express what these
characters are thinking without a single word being said.

The Tenderness Under the Surface

From the start we are aware that these two characters are Public Enemies.
However, during their first interaction Storrie and Williams make sure the
audiences know there is a level of intrigue there, just under the surface.

And it shows in how both characters are distracted by each other’s presence in
the stands during their practice sessions of that initial match up. They are so
distracted that when their people are talking to them, they only have eyes for
each other.

There is a weightiness to these stollen looks and private smirks that carries the
weight of what is to come. It doesn’t go away even after their sexually charged
interaction in the hotel gym.

These are two characters that from the drop are obsessed with each other, but
are forced to live in a world where they feel they need to hide it. Despite Ilya’s
gruffness or Shane’s sweetness there is a level of care and tenderness even early
on that can’t be brushed away.

Every step of the way from their first kisses to their first blow jobs, Ilya is
checking in with Shane to make sure the young man is still consenting to what is
happening. There is a juxtaposition here that the public wouldn’t accept of Ilya
Rozanov if they knew.

His public persona of cocky, Russian superstar still comes through in these first
meetings and breathy encounters, but so is his more gentle side. Ilya isn’t just the
public side of himself, he’s also a young man who wants love and connection
because he’s sorely missing it in his own family.

The beauty of Storrie is that he knows this and presents that complex view of Ilya
every chance we get, even when he’s just hanging out alone reacting to the latest
Shane Hollander interview or press moment.

Storrie and Williams Embody All Aspects of Ilya and Shane

One of the beautiful things about Heated Rivalry the book is all the inner
monologues we get from Ilya and Shane. It is a moment for these characters to
let their walls down and tell the readers/viewers exactly how they feel about this
dangerous relationship they are cultivating.
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For Shane especially this is how the audience gets to know just how terrified he
is of ruining his career, his parents’ expectations, and of losing control. With Ilya,
these thoughts show us just how insecure he really is despite all his bluster on
the ice and in front of the cameras. 

Both characters have different versions of themselves and that requires a bit of
nuance and dedication from the actors. And boy do Storrie and Williams measure
up and take that challenge head on.

Sure, there is the very popular gym scene that has limited dialogue and so much
intensity between them that we get just how attracted they are without them
coming out and saying it. But, that’s not even the best examples of what I am
talking about.

For me, the biggest moment of Williams’ acting during Heated Rivalry Season 1
Episode 1, “Rookies,” comes during a basic conversation scene between Shane
and his parents. 

His mom is going on and on about Ilya Rozanov’s cocky behavior and Shane
agrees that he’s an asshole. But, it’s what Williams doesn’t say that really makes
the scene. His mom is focused on her criticism of Ilya, but the camera focuses on
the war of emotions playing through Shane’s eyes and facial features as he starts
to think about Ilya.

Then, for Storrie his big moment comes in two-fold. Early on in the episode we
have a scene where Ilya is in his hotel and fielding calls from his father and
brother in Russia. 

In this scene we see Ilya shut down as his brother berates him and demands
money. Then, he answers his father’s call and it is as if he’s not good at hockey at
all. Ilya reverts to being an insecure child around his family because their
expectations for him are so high.

Then, we see it further later on when Ilya is watching a Shane interview in
French. In his native tongue, Ilya curses Shane out and bemoans how “perfect” he
is. But what is really happening is Storrie is showing us just how jealous Ilya is of
Shane.

Falling Hard Very Fast, But Hiding Behind Clandestine Meetings

The funny thing about the source material of Heated Rivalry is, we know just how
much these two are terrified of sinking into the feelings of this arrangement.
That said, onscreen we also get to see just how much they can’t hide how they
feel.
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The smirks, the glances, and most of all the teasing might seem like playful
rivalry to some, but to us we see just how bad they have it for each other. It
makes the fast paced passage of time in this first episode really engaging. We see
just how little they saw each other in those early days and yet the love still
managed to bloom.

So much so that by the time we reach the awards show in Vegas scene, Ilya’s
closed-off demeanor and snippy commentary hurts almost as much as Shane’s
obvious confusion. These are two men who care deeply about each other already,
but can’t hide their true feelings behind teasing and snappy comments anymore.

Storrie and Williams give their all in this scene, proving to us that they know
these characters beyond just words on a page. We believe in Shane’s confusion
and hurt as well as Ilya’s guarded assholery. 

Their charged kiss that was destined to happen the moment Ilya had turned and
said, “Not everything is about you, Hollander,” satisfies us and breaks our heart all
at once.

We can see the disappointment and hurt a mile away, but much like a car crash
we can’t avoid it. And for the episode to end on that note is diabolical and keeps
us wanting to come back for more.

The Best Scene of the Whole Episode

Sure, talking about their first kiss or their first hook up is fun. Heck even
mentioning the gym or the Vegas roof is very important. However, these don’t
even come close to being the most important scene, the one that convinced me
this was going to be the best, most faithful adaptation.

I am talking about the press conference for the All-Star Game. There is so much
that goes on under the surface during that moment in the book which Storrie and
Williams bring to the screen perfectly. 

Without beating us over the head with it, the show allows these characters to
show both their age and inexperience when handling press questions, but also
their insecurities about living up to expectations.

At first it is just Shane who is visibly insecure, but then Ilya is asked about the
legacy of the Boston team and he immediately clams up. Instead of making a big
deal of it, Shane taps his foot to Ilya’s under the table, silently asks for permission
to speak for him, and then takes over the mic. 

It’s a small moment but it has a long-lasting impact on who they are as
characters. This is the moment when things definitely shift for them. Ilya realizes
in that moment that he can, perhaps rely on Shane to carry him through the more
difficult moments.

There is a vulnerability that the press junket is unaware of, but viewers can see
plane as day. These are two men who have to keep things secret because of their
careers and families but only have eyes for each other.
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Despite his hesitancy with Ilya’s pushiness regarding their relationship, Shane
proves in this moment that he’s just as drawn to this thing they share as Ilya is.
It’s a moment that can’t be understated and the actors perform perfectly.

JE
R

November 28, 2025 Mads Misasi Heated Rivalry, Reviews

Vote For Your Favorite TV
Shows of 2025! (Round 1)

Loot Season 3 Episode 8
Review: Mr. Maro Gold

Heated Rivalry Season 1
Episode 1 Review: Rookies

Recommended

TRENDING ARTICLES

What to Expect from
Doc Season 2 Episode
9: Kaddish

Read More 

Chicago Med Review:
More Harm Than Good
(Season 4 Episode 20)

Read More 

20 Thanksgiving TV
Episodes to Enjoy Dur-
ing the Holiday

Read More 

···
Click to Watch Free

Click to Watch - Stream Studio C for Free

BYUtv

···

···

···

···

···

···

···

···

···

···

···

···

Subscribe to Tell-Tale TV!
Don't miss a thing! Get updates on all of the latest
articles, news, celebrity interviews, what-to-watch on TV
recommendations, and more from Tell-Tale TV straight to
your inbox when you sign up for our free email
newsletter.

Your Email... S I G N  U P  H E R E !

We use your personal data for interest-based advertising, as outlined in
our Privacy Notice.

Subscribe to Tell-Tale TV!
Don't miss a thing! Get updates on all of the latest
articles, news, celebrity interviews, what-to-watch on TV
recommendations, and more from Tell-Tale TV straight to
your inbox when you sign up for our free email
newsletter.

Your Email... S I G N  U P  H E R E !

We use your personal data for interest-based advertising, as outlined in
our Privacy Notice.

Subscribe to Tell-Tale TV!
Don't miss a thing! Get updates on all of the latest
articles, news, celebrity interviews, what-to-watch on TV
recommendations, and more from Tell-Tale TV straight to
your inbox when you sign up for our free email
newsletter.

Your Email... S I G N  U P  H E R E !

We use your personal data for interest-based advertising, as outlined in
our Privacy Notice.

Subscribe to Tell-Tale TV!
Don't miss a thing! Get updates on all of the latest
articles, news, celebrity interviews, what-to-watch on TV
recommendations, and more from Tell-Tale TV straight to
your inbox when you sign up for our free email
newsletter.

Your Email... S I G N  U P  H E R E !

We use your personal data for interest-based advertising, as outlined in
our Privacy Notice.

What to Expect
from Tracker…
Season 3 Episode
6: Angel

15 Most
Memorable…
Emergencies on
9-1-1

33 Female TV
Characters Killi…
it in S.T.E.M.

Mads Misasi’s Top
10 TV Shows of…
2025

Cynthia Quiles
Talks ‘Shifting…
Gears’ Season 1
and Why Frankie
Has a ‘Special
Place’ in Her
Heart [Interview]

TV We’re
Thankful for in…
2025: The Wheel
of Time, Andor,
The Pitt, and
More

Supergirl Review:
Blood Memory…
(Season 4
Episode 11)

Vida Season 2
Review: Buildin…
a Sanctuary for
Us All, Bird by
Bird

https://telltaletv.com/
https://facebook.com/telltaletv
https://twitter.com/telltaletv_
https://instagram.com/telltaletv_
https://www.pinterest.com/telltaletv/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_-9fPwCwRIXaEHwVCQDK6A/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/telltaletv/
https://www.tiktok.com/@telltaletv
https://www.threads.net/@telltaletv_
https://telltaletv.bsky.social/
https://telltaletv.com/
https://telltaletv.com/category/reviews/
https://telltaletv.com/category/what-to-watch-on-tv/
https://telltaletv.com/category/what-to-stream/
https://telltaletv.com/about/
https://telltaletv.com/category/previews/
https://telltaletv.com/category/reviews/
https://telltaletv.com/category/news/
https://telltaletv.com/category/interviews/
https://telltaletv.com/category/greys-anatomy/
https://telltaletv.com/write-for-tell-tale-tv/
https://telltaletv.com/category/features/
https://www.telltaletv.com/tag/queer-as-folk
https://www.telltaletv.com/category/heated-rivalry
https://www.telltaletv.com/category/heated-rivalry
https://telltaletv.com/2025/11/heated-rivalry-season-1-episode-2-review-olympians/
https://www.telltaletv.com/category/heated-rivalry
https://www.telltaletv.com/category/heated-rivalry
https://telltaletv.com/2025/11/what-to-watch-on-tv-this-week-brilliant-minds-stranger-things-heated-rivalry-and-more/
https://telltaletv.com/2025/11/heated-rivalry-season-1-episode-2-review-olympians/
https://telltaletv.com/2025/11/heated-rivalry-season-1-episode-1-review-rookies/
https://telltaletv.com/author/mads-misasi/
https://telltaletv.com/category/heated-rivalry/
https://telltaletv.com/category/reviews/
https://telltaletv.com/2025/11/vote-for-your-favorite-tv-shows-of-2025-round-1/
https://telltaletv.com/2025/11/loot-season-3-episode-8-review-mr-maro-gold/
https://telltaletv.com/2025/11/heated-rivalry-season-1-episode-1-review-rookies/
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2025%2F11%2Fwhat-to-expect-from-doc-season-2-episode-9-kaddish%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2019%2F05%2Fchicago-med-review-more-harm-than-good-season-4-episode-20%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2018%2F11%2F20-thanksgiving-tv-episodes-to-enjoy-during-the-holiday%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue
https://www.mediavine.com/legal-and-privacy-center/
https://www.mediavine.com/legal-and-privacy-center/
https://www.mediavine.com/legal-and-privacy-center/
https://www.mediavine.com/legal-and-privacy-center/
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2025%2F11%2Fwhat-to-expect-from-tracker-season-3-episode-6-angel%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2025%2F03%2F15-most-memorable-emergencies-on-9-1-1%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2019%2F08%2F33-female-tv-characters-killing-it-in-s-t-e-m%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2025%2F11%2Fmads-misasis-top-10-tv-shows-of-2025%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2025%2F02%2Fcynthia-quiles-shifting-gears-season-1-interview%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2025%2F11%2Ftv-were-thankful-for-in-2025-the-wheel-of-time-andor-the-pitt-and-more%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2019%2F01%2Fsupergirl-review-blood-memory-season-4-episode-11%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2019%2F05%2Fvida-season-2-review-building-a-sanctuary-for-us-all-bird-by-bird%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue
https://urls.grow.me/https%3A%2F%2Ftelltaletv.com%2F2024%2F01%2F15-best-chenford-episodes-to-rewatch-before-the-rookie-season-6%2F%23growMeRecommId%3Dd294b73300824e10fdb40073c4291362%26growSource%3Drecs%26growReferrer%3Dtrue


Tagged Connor Storrie  Francois Arnaud  Heated Rivalry

Hudson Williams

 Adam Patla’s Top 10 TV Shows of
2025

What to Expect from The Abandons
Season 1 

Stray Thoughts

Yuna and Thomas Hollander are the cutest parents
Shane going down a YouTube rabbit hole of Ilya videos but telling his
parents he went down an “animals who are enemies becoming friends”
rabbit hole. Oh Shane you are not subtle to us.
The accuracy and emotionally charged feeling of the sex scenes really make
this episode go above and beyond expectations.
Getting them exchanging phone numbers so early on actually makes this
that much better. We are getting more texting between them.
Also, Connor Storrie carrying Hudson Williams across the room and tenderly
putting him on the bed, when I said the sex scenes made the episode, I am
talking about this one specifically.
Scott Hunter clocking them right after they agree to meet for sex, that’s my
sweet closet gay!
Then clocking them again in Vegas. Scott Hunter they could never make me
hate you.

 

 

What did you think of this episode of Heated Rivalry? Share your thoughts in the
comments below, and don’t forget to leave your own rating!

Critic Rating:

Audience Rating:

Click to rate this episode!
[Total: 2 Average: 5]

 

Heated Rivalry airs Fridays on HBO Max and Crave.

Check out our latest TV recommendations, updated weekly!

Want more from Tell-Tale TV? Subscribe to our newsletter here!F
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Mads Misasi

Mads is a part-time entertainment journalist and full-time
marketing content creator. They love any and all TV Dramas with a

few sitcoms mixed in. Join in the fun talking about TV by following them on
Twitter: @dorothynyc89.

Join the discussion and leave a comment!
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