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By David Caballero – Published 1 day ago

David is a Senior Editor at Collider focused primarily on Lists. His professional journey began in the mid-2010s as a Marketing specialist
before embarking on his writing career in the 2020s. At Collider, David started as a Senior Writer in late 2022 and has been a Senior Edi…
since mid-2023. He is in charge of ideating compelling and engaging List articles by working closely with writers, both Senior and Junior,
as well as other editors. Occasionally, David also reviews movies and TV shows and writes episode recaps. Currently, David is also writing
his second novel, a psychological horror satire that will, hopefully, be picked up for publication sometime next year.
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It's o'cial: Heated RivalryHeated RivalryHeated RivalryHeated Rivalry  is coming back for Season 2 . The Crave original, which premiered three weeks
ago, has seemingly taken the world by storm, becoming an internet sensation and turning its two stars,
Connor Storrie and Hudson Williams, into two of Hollywood's hottest up-and-coming actors. Based on the
eponymous 2019 novel by bestselling author Rachel Reid, itself a part of the overarching Game ChangersGame ChangersGame ChangersGame Changers
series, Heated Rivalry follows Shane Hollander (Williams) and Ilya Rozanov (Storrie), two professional hockey
players and rivals who enter into a passionate, secret relationship spanning several years.

Season 1 mostly adapts Heated Rivalry, the second entry in the Game Changers series, but also includes
major elements from the Nrst book, Game ChangerGame ChangerGame ChangerGame Changer, which focuses on the romance between hockey superstar
Scott Hunter (François Arnaud) and barista Kip Grady (Robbie G.K.). Presumably, Season 2 will adapt TheTheTheThe
Long GameLong GameLong GameLong Game, Reid's direct sequel to Heated Rivalry and the last book in the Game Changers series (so far,
anyway). With the show being such a success, and The Long Game featuring almost every major character
from the book series in some capacity, it makes sense that Season 2 would expand the show's world beyond
Ilya and Shane. The show's conNrmed return also serves as the perfect opportunity to introduce arguably the
most compelling and interesting character in the books.

'Heated Rivalry' Episode 4 Namedrops One of the Books'
Most Interesting Characters

Heated RivalryHeated RivalryHeated RivalryHeated Rivalry Episode 4 is crucial  to Ilya and Shane's relationship, as it's the Nrst time they bond more
emotionally beyond their physical arrangement. During their now-famous tuna melt scene, as they watch a
hockey game, Ilya and Shane casually discuss Ryan Price, a player who gets traded every season. Ilya goes
on to say Ryan is not who Shane might think, mentioning how he's a lot quieter and has a tough time making
friends. This conversation is lifted directly from the novel, but it actually references a prior scene in the book
that the show doesn't adapt, where Ilya and Ryan bond over a particularly tough Uight. It takes place during
Ryan's time with the Boston Raiders and under Ilya's captainship, and sees Ilya comforting Ryan by making a
superNcial but meaningful bond with him.

Ryan suffers from severe anxiety, and Ilya eases him by talking to him and lending him his iPad to watch a
loud and dumb action movie. While it might not seem like a major scene in the grand scope of things, it's
actually quite an important moment for Ilya, as it's one of the few times when he actually acts like a captain
to one of his teammates. It's also one of the earliest times when we see just how empathetic Ilya is, showing
a softer side to himself that's usually reserved for Shane only. While it's disappointing that Heated Rivalry
didn't include this scene, the season already has so much ground to cover over its six episodes.

As previously mentioned, Ryan becomes the main character of his own book, Tough GuyTough GuyTough GuyTough Guy, released in 2020,
which chronicles his relationship with musician Fabian Salah. While Heated Rivalry is a classic friends-to-
lovers story , Tough Guy is a perfect example of the opposites attract trope, and it's among the sweetest
romances in the series. It's also a deep dive into Ryan's psyche, and Reid does a good job of crafting a
tortured and profoundly misunderstood Ngure, a man with a rich inner world that he keeps concealed from
everyone. Ryan and Fabian eventually return in The Long Game, where they appear for a limited but signiNcant
period of Shane and Ilya's lives near the beginning of the book.

'Heated Rivalry' Season 2 Needs To Expand Its Cast by
Spotlighting Ryan

In my review of Heated RivalryHeated RivalryHeated RivalryHeated Rivalry , one of my minor issues with the Nrst two episodes was how underdeveloped
the supporting cast seemed. Don't get me wrong, we all love Shane and Ilya — they are, indeed, the reason
why we're all watching. However, the best LGBTQ+ shows out there — LookingLookingLookingLooking, Queer as FolkQueer as FolkQueer as FolkQueer as Folk , The L WordThe L WordThe L WordThe L Word ,
It's a SinIt's a SinIt's a SinIt's a Sin, and HeartstopperHeartstopperHeartstopperHeartstopper , just to name a few — rise on the strength of the rich and perfectly deNned world
they build, and that includes a strong supporting cast. Season 1 of Heated Rivalry has already taken a huge
step on this front by focusing an entire episode around Scott and Kip, introducing another major gay couple
and enriching its in-world dynamics. The show could use this same technique to introduce the other major
couples in Game ChangersGame ChangersGame ChangersGame Changers, especially because the actual plot of The Long Game features two of them pretty
signiNcantly.

Additionally, alongside Ilya, Ryan is the single most interesting character in all of Game ChangersGame ChangersGame ChangersGame Changers. With him,
Reid explores the very sensitive and relevant topic of our generation's most prevalent mental health struggle.
Ryan is the typical gentle giant with an edge, but he's also extremely relatable. He's good at his job but not the
obsessive superstar that Ilya, Shane, and, to a degree, Scott are — not quite exceptional but far from
unimpressive, someone who stands out effortlessly when all he wants, at times, is to disappear.

The same goes for his romance with the overly extroverted and conNdent Fabian. While no details will be
spoiled about Tough Guy or how their relationship unfolds, su'ce it to say, it's night-and-day compared to
Shane and Ilya or Scott and Kip, largely because of how prickly a character Fabian can be. Ryan's story would
allow the show to fully embrace a more overt and proud side of the LGBTQ+ experience, a much-welcome
change of pace considering the secretive aspect of both major couples in Heated Rivalry Season 1.

'Heated Rivalry' Season 2 Should Introduce Every Book
Character

Heated Rivalry has become a smash hit that could very well go beyond two seasons at this point. Although
adapting one book per season seems like a logical idea, it's reasonable to speculate that the show will most
likely integrate other characters into its current Ilya-Shane storyline. After all, The Long Game is already
structured like that, so why Nx what's not broken?

With this in mind, Season 2 of Heated RivalryHeated RivalryHeated RivalryHeated Rivalry should truly spotlight Ryan's story, both during his own
romance and what comes after. Season 1 has already depicted one side of the LGBTQ+ experience, the
secretive and all-too-relatable aspect of having to hide from a society that often seems unwilling or unable to
understand gay relationships — but there should also be space to depict a more open and gentle side, one
where romance can thrive under a strong sense of belonging and self-worth, not to mention a healthy dose of
experimentation. Introducing Ryan would introduce a new perspective on a classic formula that can only
strengthen what Heated Rivalry has already constructed with its outstanding Nrst season.

TV Features Heated Rivalry HBO Max

AdBetter internet than 5G

✕✕✕✕ Remove Ads

AdBetter internet than 5G

✕✕✕✕ Remove Ads

Ad

INTERNET + MOBILE

3-year Plan
Price Lock
Guarantee

✕✕✕✕ Remove Ads



Heated Rivalry Interview | Connor Storrie & Hudson Williams

9:07

Ad

✕✕✕✕ Remove Ads

Ad

10 Romance Shows To Watch if You Love
'Heated Rivalry'
Let's keep the swoonworthy romances going!
By Justine Kraemer | 

2 days ago

Ad

Ad

Heated Rivalry
Drama Romance Sports

8
10

Release Date November 28, 2025

Powered by  Expand

Google is updating how content is shown. Don't miss our industry-leading
content, written by humans, by setting Collider as a preferred source.

 Follow  Like  Share

Ad

Will there be an It: Welcome to
Derry season 2? Here’s
everything we know so far

37 Shows on Net]ix That
Couples Can Binge-Watch
Together

The 25 Best Shows on Crave to
Watch Right Now

The 15 Steamiest Love Scenes
In Game Of Thrones

Sign In To Your Collider Account  THREAD

We want to hear from you! Share your opinions in the thread below and remember to keep it respectful.

This thread is open for discussion.

Be the Qrst to post your thoughts.

Terms | Privacy | Feedback

 Be the brst to post

 Ad

 RECOMMENDED

 MORE FROM OUR BRANDS

2 days ago

‘IT: Welcome to Derry’s Showrunner
Breaks Down the Shocking Finale
and How That Marge Reveal Plays…
Into the Mythology

2 days ago

The Best Movie in Every Phase of
the MCU

2 days ago

Net]ix’s ‘Avatar: The Last
Airbender’ Season 2 Trailer Proves
Why No One Needed This…
Adaptation

2 days ago

This Trippy Horror Sci-Fi Spin-Off
of 'Tales From the Crypt' Deserved
More Than 1 Season

The 20 Best Steamy TV Shows On Hulu

Heated Rivalry's Ginger Ale Secret
Meaning Spoils Shane & Ilya's Fate

Every New Romance Anime
Announced For 2025 (So Far)

Ad-Better internet than 5G

✕✕✕✕ Remove Ads

WHAT TO WATCH

Ad

✕✕✕✕ Remove Ads

TRENDING NOW

Every Season of 'Survivor,'
Ranked

40 Shows To Watch if You Love
'Slow Horses'

The 25 Best Harvey Specter
Quotes in 'Suits,' Ranked



July 20, 2025

The 72 Best Movies on
Net]ix Right Now

R E L AT E D

Now That 'Heated Rivalry' Is Returning for
Season 2, the Show Has To Spotlight This
Overlooked Book Character

Image via HBO Max

Image via HBO Max

Image via Crave/HBO Max











Trending Screen Awards  Got A Pitch?  Videos  2025 Movie Releases  Screenings  What to Watch  Originals  Reviews

INTERNET + MOBILE

3-year Plan
Price Lock Guarantee
Wifi equipment included

Lock it in

With Cox Unlimited Mobile plus min. 500 MBPS speeds. Mobile data speeds
reduced after 20 GB usage. Taxes and fees excluded from price guarantee.

✕✕✕✕ 

 

Advertisement: 0:05

✕✕✕✕

https://collider.com/work-with-us/
https://collider.com/page/advertise/
https://collider.com/page/about/
https://collider.com/page/press-events/
https://collider.com/page/media/
https://collider.com/contact/
https://www.youtube.com/c/collider
https://www.facebook.com/collider
https://www.instagram.com/collider/
https://twitter.com/collider
https://www.tiktok.com/@colliderdotcom
https://www.linkedin.com/company/collider/
https://collider.com/
https://www.valnetinc.com/en/
https://www.valnetinc.com/en/advertising
https://www.valnetinc.com/en/careers
https://www.valnetinc.com/en/terms-of-use
https://www.valnetinc.com/en/privacy-policy
https://www.valnetinc.com/en/editorial-integrity
https://collider.com/
https://www.valnetinc.com/en/
https://collider.com/author/david-caballero/
https://collider.com/author/david-caballero/
https://collider.com/tag/tv-show/heated-rivalry/
https://collider.com/heated-rivalry-season-2-renewed-crave-hbo/
https://collider.com/heated-rivalry-episode-4-explained-shane-ilya-connor-storrie-hudson-williams/
https://collider.com/best-enemies-to-lovers-movies/
https://collider.com/heated-rivalry-review-hbo-max/
https://collider.com/tag/tv-show/queer-as-folk/
https://collider.com/tag/the-l-word/
https://collider.com/tag/heartstopper/
https://collider.com/tv-features/
https://collider.com/tag/tv-show/heated-rivalry/
https://collider.com/tag/hbo-max/
https://collider.com/premium/?ref=ad_removal
https://collider.com/premium/?ref=ad_removal
https://collider.com/premium/?ref=ad_removal
https://collider.com/heated-rivalry-season-2-ryan-price-book-character/#
https://collider.com/premium/?ref=ad_removal
https://collider.com/romance-shows-like-heated-rivalry/
https://collider.com/author/justine-kraemer/
https://collider.com/romance-shows-like-heated-rivalry/#threads
https://collider.com/tag/tv-show/heated-rivalry/
https://collider.com/tag/drama/
https://collider.com/tag/romance/
https://collider.com/tag/sports/
https://screenrant.com/db/
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=collider.com
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=collider.com
https://www.polygon.com/it-welcome-to-derry-season-2-everything-we-know-so-far/
https://movieweb.com/netflix-shows-couples-watch-together/
https://movieweb.com/best-shows-crave-streaming/
https://www.cbr.com/the-15-steamiest-love-scenes-in-game-of-thrones/
https://www.valnetinc.com/en/terms-of-use
https://collider.com/page/our-privacy-policy/
https://collider.com/contact
https://collider.com/it-welcome-to-derry-finale-explained-marge-richie-tozier-connection-showrunner-jason-fuchs/
https://collider.com/best-movie-every-phase-mcu/
https://collider.com/netflix-avatar-the-last-airbender-season-2-trailer-opinion/
https://collider.com/perversions-of-science-hbo-sci-fi-series-spinoff/
https://www.cbr.com/hulu-greatest-steamy-television-shows/
https://screenrant.com/heated-rivarly-true-meaning-ginger-ale-shane-ilya-fate-spoil/
https://gamerant.com/romance-anime-2025-upcoming-new/
https://collider.com/it-welcome-to-derry-finale-explained-marge-richie-tozier-connection-showrunner-jason-fuchs/
https://collider.com/best-movie-every-phase-mcu/
https://collider.com/netflix-avatar-the-last-airbender-season-2-trailer-opinion/
https://collider.com/perversions-of-science-hbo-sci-fi-series-spinoff/
https://www.cbr.com/hulu-greatest-steamy-television-shows/
https://screenrant.com/heated-rivarly-true-meaning-ginger-ale-shane-ilya-fate-spoil/
https://gamerant.com/romance-anime-2025-upcoming-new/
https://collider.com/premium/?ref=ad_removal
https://collider.com/best-movies-on-netflix-streaming/
https://collider.com/premium/?ref=ad_removal
https://collider.com/best-seasons-survivor-ranked/
https://collider.com/best-seasons-survivor-ranked/
https://collider.com/shows-like-slow-horses/
https://collider.com/shows-like-slow-horses/
https://collider.com/suits-harvey-specter-quotes-ranked/
https://collider.com/suits-harvey-specter-quotes-ranked/
https://screenrant.com/page/screen-awards/
https://collider.com/page/submit-a-pitch/
https://collider.com/videos/
https://collider.com/most-anticipated-movies-2025/
https://collider.com/screening/
https://collider.com/what-to-watch/
https://collider.com/cl-originals/
https://collider.com/all-reviews/

