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‘Heated Rivalry’ Stars Surprise Fans at Hi Tops
Trivia Night in West Hollywood and Share Message
for LGBTQ+ Youth
“Believe in yourself, be yourself, and just f***ing schwing it — and bang it, and fling it in every direction. Don’t let anyone shut you up or shut you down.”
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Fans at Hi Tops, a beloved LGBTQ+ bar and community hub on Santa Monica Boulevard, got an
unexpected early holiday gift Tuesday night when Heated Rivalry stars Hudson Williams and Connor
Storrie walked into the venue during its weekly trivia event.

Watch the Latest Stories Here

The pair, who play rivals-turned-lovers Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov on the breakout Canadian
series, were greeted with cheers and applause as they entered the crowded bar. The surprise
appearance quickly turned the festive trivia night into an unofficial fan meet-and-greet, complete
with jokes, selfies and heartfelt messages from the actors.

“Thank you for watching our show,” Williams told the audience shortly after arriving. Storrie followed
with a line that sent the room into laughter: “Thank you for tweeting about our butts.” The show has
earned a reputation online for its intimate scenes, which have helped fuel the series’ viral success.

But the actors quickly shifted from playful banter to appreciation, acknowledging the strong
support they’ve received from LGBTQ+ audiences since Heated Rivalry premiered. “It means a lot to
have so many people in this community embrace us and love this show,” Storrie said. “I think it’s
awesome.”

Hudson Williams attends the premiere of “Heated Rivalry” at TIFF Lightbox on November 24, 2025 in Toronto, Ontario.

The night took an even more meaningful turn when Williams and Storrie asked which charity the
trivia event was supporting. Hi Tops staff announced that the proceeds would benefit Rainbow Labs,
an LGBTQ+ youth mentoring program based in Los Angeles. The bar later confirmed that more than
$1,500 was raised during the event.

Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander in Episode 104 of Heated Rivalry. Photo: Sabrina Lantos © 2025

When asked if they had a message for queer youth, both actors offered words that resonated
throughout the room.

Heated Rivalry. Photo: Bell Media

“Take up space, be yourself, be really loud, and don’t take s**t from anyone,” Storrie said, receiving
cheers from patrons.

Williams added his own spirited advice: “Believe in yourself, be yourself, and just f***ing schwing it —
and bang it, and fling it in every direction. Don’t let anyone shut you up or shut you down.” Storrie
quickly clarified with a grin, “It — meaning your authenticity.”

Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander, Sophie Nélisse as Rose Landry, Ksenia Daniela Kharlamova as Svetlana, and Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov in
Episode 104 of Heated Rivalry. Photo: Sabrina Lantos © 2025

The appearance marks the latest moment in the growing cultural footprint of Heated Rivalry, which
has become one of the most talked-about queer dramas of the year. Adapted from Rachel Reid’s
Game Changers novels, the series centers on Rozanov and Hollander, two professional hockey
players whose rivalry masks a secret, passionate relationship.

Heated Rivalry. Photo: Bell Media

The show has also expanded its universe to include a fan-favorite episode inspired by Reid’s first
book, Game Changer, highlighting the romance between hockey player Scott Hunter (François
Arnaud) and barista Kip Grady (Robbie G.K.).

Heated Rivalry

As for Williams and Storrie, their West Hollywood drop-in proved they’re not just stars of a hit series,
they’re eager participants in the community that helped turn Heated Rivalry into a phenomenon.

 

lola 𖤓𖤓𖤓𖤓 hr spoilers
@rustonvance · Follow

they have to constantly hold eachothers waists or they will 
die like

Watch on X

1:17 AM · Dec 10, 2025

17.6K Reply Copy link

Read 16 replies

TAGS CONNOR STORRIE HEATED RIVALRY HUDSON WILLIAMS

Andy Lalwani
Entertainment reporter and big-time talker on the red carpets and in interviews for

Gayety. Known for delivering bold energy and sharp insights across every celebrity

moment, viral trend, and headline-making event.

Pitches: andy@rainbowmediaco.com

NEWS

Beyoncé Returns as 2026 Met Gala Co-
Chair Alongside Nicole Kidman and Venus
Williams
Josh Azevedo

NEWS

Jen Shah Released From Prison After
Nearly 3 Years Behind Bars
Josh Azevedo

ENTERTAINMENT

Robby Hoffman Opens Up About Marriage
to Gabby Windey, and Why Kids Aren’t For
Them
Caitlynn McDaniel

FOOD

Troye Sivan and Smirnoff ICE Shake Up the
Holidays with Snowed-In Fun
Josh Azevedo

TV

Robbie G.K. Is the Barista Boyfriend
Fantasy Taking Over ‘Heated Rivalry’
Andy Lalwani

DATING

Simone Johnson Goes Instagram Official
with Fellow WWE Star Tatyanna Dumas: ‘I
Am So Lucky’
Andy Lalwani

TV

John Stamos, Dale Dickey and Cam
Gigandet Join Season 2 of Netflix’s ‘The
Hunting Wives’
Andy Lalwani

NEWS

Pyjama Man Kicked Out of Lady Gaga
Concert After Infamous Red Carpet Stunt
Josh Azevedo

MOVIE

Cynthia Erivo and Jonathan Bailey’s
‘Wicked’ Chemistry Is Impossible to Ignore
Josh Azevedo

STYLE

From Pop Phenomenon to Beauty Icon:
Chappell Roan Named M·A·C Global
Ambassador
Josh Azevedo

LIFESTYLE

Pattie Gonia Finishes 100-Mile
Backpacking Trek in Full Drag, Raises
Nearly $1.2 Million for Queer and
Environmental Nonprofits
Andy Lalwani

TV

Inside The Hot and Steamy Relationship of
Scott and Kip from ‘Heated Rivalry’
Andy Lalwani

DA EL PASO
DE PREGUNTAR
SI DOVATO ES PARA TI

INFORMACIÓN IMPORTANTE DE SEGURIDAD
¿Qué advertencias debo conocer?
Si tienes una infección por VIH 1 y una infección por el virus de
la Hepatitis B (VHB), DOVATO puede causar efectos
secundarios graves, como:

VHB resistente. Tu proveedor de salud te realizará una prueba
para comprobar si tienes una infección por VHB antes de que
inicies el tratamiento con DOVATO. Si tienes VIH 1 y hepatitis
B, el VHB puede cambiar (mutar) durante el tratamiento con
DOVATO y volverse más difícil de tratar (resistente). Se
desconoce si DOVATO es seguro y eficaz en personas con
infección por VIH 1 y VHB.
Empeoramiento de la infección por VHB. Si tienes una
infección por VHB y tomas DOVATO, el VHB puede empeorar
(intensificarse) si dejas de utilizar DOVATO. Una “intensificación”
es cuando la infección por VHB vuelve súbitamente con más
intensidad que antes. No te quedes sin DOVATO. Resurte tu
receta o comunícate con tu proveedor de salud antes de que
DOVATO se acabe. No interrumpas el uso de DOVATO sin
hablar primero con tu proveedor de salud. Si interrumpes el
uso de DOVATO, tu proveedor de salud tendrá que revisar
frecuentemente tu salud y realizarte análisis de sangre durante
varios meses para controlar tu hígado y controlar tu infección
por VHB. Puede ser necesario que se te administre un
medicamento para tratar la hepatitis B. Informa a tu proveedor
de salud sobre cualquier síntoma nuevo o inusual que puedas
tener después de dejar de tomar DOVATO.

¿Quién no debería utilizar DOVATO?
No uses DOVATO si:

Alguna vez has tenido una reacción alérgica a algún

•

•

•
o

IP & RECUADRO DE ADVERTENCIA, INFO DEL PACIENTE

EVENTS
JoJo Siwa Is Hosting a Full-On Fan
Cruise, and Yes, It’s Very Real

ENTERTAINMENT
Tracy E. Gilchrist Keeps Holding
Space, Now Through a New Weekly
Podcast

TV
‘RuPaul’s Drag Race’ Season 18
Premiere Stuns New York With
Historic Reunion of 16 Crowned
Queens

EVENTS
‘Real Housewives’ Star Meredith
Marks Announces Second Leg of
Her ‘Naughty & Ice’ DJ Tour After
Sold-Out Debut Run

NEWS
Beyoncé Returns as 2026 Met Gala
Co-Chair Alongside Nicole Kidman
and Venus Williams

LATEST











IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
Do not receive CABENUVA if you:

have ever had an allergic reaction to
cabotegravir or rilpivirine.

•

are taking certain medicines:•
Full Prescribing Information Patient Information

ENTERTAINMENT  LIFESTYLE  NEWS  TRAVEL  VIDEOS

https://gayety.com/category/entertainment/gay-tv
https://gayety.com/author/andy
https://gayety.com/author/andy
http://gayety.com/tag/heated-rivalry
http://gayety.com/tag/hudson-williams
http://gayety.com/tag/connor-storrie
https://gayety.com/tag/connor-storrie
https://gayety.com/tag/heated-rivalry
https://gayety.com/tag/hudson-williams
https://gayety.com/author/andy
https://gayety.com/2026-met-gala-co-chairs-beyonce-kidman-williams
https://gayety.com/jen-shah-released-from-prison
https://gayety.com/robby-hoffman-marriage-gabby-windey-kids
https://gayety.com/troye-sivan-smirnoff-ice-holidays
https://gayety.com/robbie-g-k-is-the-barista-boyfriend-fantasy-taking-over-heated-rivalry
https://gayety.com/simone-johnson-goes-instagram-official-with-fellow-wwe-star-tatyanna-dumas
https://gayety.com/john-stamos-dale-dickey-cam-gigandet-hunting-wives
https://gayety.com/pyjama-man-gaga-brisbane
https://gayety.com/cynthia-erivo-jonathan-bailey-wicked-for-good-interview
https://gayety.com/chappell-roan-mac-global-ambassador
https://gayety.com/pattie-gonia-100-mile-backpacking-trek
https://gayety.com/heated-rivalry-scott-kip-episode-three
https://gayety.com/category/news
https://gayety.com/2026-met-gala-co-chairs-beyonce-kidman-williams
https://gayety.com/author/joshazevedo
https://gayety.com/category/news
https://gayety.com/jen-shah-released-from-prison
https://gayety.com/author/joshazevedo
https://gayety.com/category/entertainment
https://gayety.com/robby-hoffman-marriage-gabby-windey-kids
https://gayety.com/author/caitlynn-mcdaniel
https://gayety.com/category/lifestyle/gay-food
https://gayety.com/troye-sivan-smirnoff-ice-holidays
https://gayety.com/author/joshazevedo
https://gayety.com/category/entertainment/gay-tv
https://gayety.com/robbie-g-k-is-the-barista-boyfriend-fantasy-taking-over-heated-rivalry
https://gayety.com/author/andy
https://gayety.com/category/lifestyle/gay-dating
https://gayety.com/simone-johnson-goes-instagram-official-with-fellow-wwe-star-tatyanna-dumas
https://gayety.com/author/andy
https://gayety.com/category/entertainment/gay-tv
https://gayety.com/john-stamos-dale-dickey-cam-gigandet-hunting-wives
https://gayety.com/author/andy
https://gayety.com/category/news
https://gayety.com/pyjama-man-gaga-brisbane
https://gayety.com/author/joshazevedo
https://gayety.com/category/entertainment/movie
https://gayety.com/cynthia-erivo-jonathan-bailey-wicked-for-good-interview
https://gayety.com/author/joshazevedo
https://gayety.com/category/lifestyle/gay-style
https://gayety.com/chappell-roan-mac-global-ambassador
https://gayety.com/author/joshazevedo
https://gayety.com/category/lifestyle
https://gayety.com/pattie-gonia-100-mile-backpacking-trek
https://gayety.com/author/andy
https://gayety.com/category/entertainment/gay-tv
https://gayety.com/heated-rivalry-scott-kip-episode-three
https://gayety.com/author/andy
https://gayety.com/category/travel/gay-events
https://gayety.com/jojo-siwa-fan-cruise-utopia-of-the-seas
https://gayety.com/category/entertainment
https://gayety.com/tracy-e-gilchrist-keeps-holding-space-now-through-a-new-weekly-podcast
https://gayety.com/category/entertainment/gay-tv
https://gayety.com/rupauls-drag-race-reunion-season-18
https://gayety.com/category/travel/gay-events
https://gayety.com/meredith-marks-extends-tour-sold-out-run
https://gayety.com/category/news
https://gayety.com/2026-met-gala-co-chairs-beyonce-kidman-williams
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgayety.com%2Fheated-rivlary-west-hollywood-trivia-hi-tops
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=%E2%80%98Heated+Rivalry%E2%80%99+Stars+Surprise+Fans+at+Hi+Tops+Trivia+Night+in+West+Hollywood+and+Share+Message+for+LGBTQ%2B+Youth&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgayety.com%2Fheated-rivlary-west-hollywood-trivia-hi-tops&via=gayety
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://gayety.com/heated-rivlary-west-hollywood-trivia-hi-tops&media=https://gayety.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Heated-Rivalry-Hi-Tops.jpg&description=%E2%80%98Heated+Rivalry%E2%80%99+Stars+Surprise+Fans+at+Hi+Tops+Trivia+Night+in+West+Hollywood+and+Share+Message+for+LGBTQ%2B+Youth
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=%E2%80%98Heated+Rivalry%E2%80%99+Stars+Surprise+Fans+at+Hi+Tops+Trivia+Night+in+West+Hollywood+and+Share+Message+for+LGBTQ%2B+Youth%20%0A%0A%20https://gayety.com/heated-rivlary-west-hollywood-trivia-hi-tops
https://gayety.com/heated-rivlary-west-hollywood-trivia-hi-tops
https://gayety.com/
https://gayety.com/category/entertainment
https://gayety.com/category/lifestyle
https://gayety.com/category/news
https://gayety.com/category/travel
https://gayety.com/category/news/gay-videos
https://gayety.com/heated-rivlary-west-hollywood-trivia-hi-tops#

