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Heated Rivalry: Robbie G.K. wants more Kip and
Scott—and to play a superhero
"There's a whole world between Scott and Kip," the actor tells Out, adding he'd be "thrilled" to do
"everything that I could get my hands on."

Robbie G.K. as Kip Grady on Heated Rivalry./ HBO Max/Crave Canada

By Bernardo Sim

Dec 19, 2025

Editor's note: This article contains spoilers for Heated Rivalry season 1
episode 5, "I'll Believe in Anything," now streaming on HBO Max.

Heated Rivalry has been a career-changing TV series for every single
person who's played a part in it. From lead actors Connor Storrie (Ilya
Rozanov) and Hudson Williams (Shane Hollander), to supporting
characters like François Arnaud (Scott Hunter), to recurring actors like
Robbie G.K. (Kip Grady).

While all four actors playing love interests in the HBO Max/Crave original
series are receiving well-deserved praise for their deeply committed
performances, it's only fair to highlight G.K.'s particularly well-executed,
lived-in, and charming-beyond-belief stint as Kip — a character who
leads Rachel Reid's first book, Game Changer, alongside Scott Hunter in
the literary series that inspired the TV show... But, on said TV show, is only
introduced in episode 3, which inherently interrupts the main love story
between Ilya and Shane that viewers had gotten obsessed with. It isn't
until episode 5 that audiences see Kip for the second time overall, though
it is felt as though he's been there all along, just like Shane, or llya, or
Scott.

During an interview with Out, G.K. reacts to how fans have embraced Kip,
his relationship with Scott, his father, and even his group of friends —
turning the smoothie shop's "girl!" into a standout quote/meme of the
series so far. The actor also discusses the ideas surrounding Kip and
Scott's involvement in the now-confirmed second season of Heated
Rivalry, and reveals his desire to become an action movie star — perhaps
even playing a superhero — when asked to dream big and look beyond
the gay hockey series that's propelled his career to new heights.

Out: I think it's fair to say that Heated Rivalry has been a success
beyond anyone's wildest imagination. In the first two episodes, people
kind of knew, or theorized, that episode 3 would be about Scott and Kip.
However, you were only able to talk about the show after that episode
aired. How did this waiting process feel like?

Robbie G.K.: Yeah, it was tough, for sure! I really wanted to be chatting
about it, and there were so many things that I was excited to share about
the series. But, you know, I obviously have a ton of trust in Jacob [Tierney;
Heated Rivalry showrunner]. He and Brendan [Brady; executive producer]
had kind of told me to keep things low-key, because this is kind of our
strategy. I was like, "Yeah, you've got it."

And then the first two episodes came out, and stuff was being posted on
Instagram, and I was like, "We're really keeping this a secret to the last
second here." People had started to message me like, "I'm so excited to
see Kip in the next episode." And I was like, "I don't really know how to
respond to that because I can't really confirm or deny!" [Laughs.] But I
think I was just very excited about it.

I'm the type of person that, if I have a surprise for somebody, or if I give
them a gift, you've gotta open it right now. I just can't contain my
excitement. [Laughs.] So that was pretty tricky.

Sometimes I suck at keeping those secrets, too.

Don't tell me, or everyone else is gonna know.

Robbie G.K. as Kip Grady; François Arnaud as Scott Hunter on Heated Rivalry season 1 episode 3.

/HBO Max/Crave Canada

This is still a pretty unique situation, though. Even if you're already
struggling to keep episode 3 a secret, I don't think you could've
anticipated the pressure that you had to handle. The two first episodes
just exploded in, like, one day. That must have been mind-blowing.

Yeah, it was. Because episode 3 is so different — obviously a very
different storyline, different characters, totally different kind of tone than
the first two — I was kind of anxious about it, to be honest. You know,
people are obviously loving this, and I was really worried that people
would be like, "Why are we focusing on these guys? Why are we focusing
on this relationship?" I think that there was a little bit of that feedback as
well, so I was kind of anxious about it.

But I also thought that maybe people would like the change of pace.
Maybe they'd be open to it, 'cause they really are such different worlds
between Ilya and uh Shane's storyline, and then Scott and Kip's storyline.
Obviously, Scott is still a professional hockey player, but Kip's world is so
small compared to all the lights, and the flash, and the stakes, and
everything. They're so different.

Jacob called me, I think three or four days before episode 3 came out,
and he was like, "Just letting you know, reception has been crazy, and the
first two episodes are really blowing up, and that's great." And he was
kind of like, "You know, brace for impact for that to happen as well with
episode 3." But, um, I kind of didn't believe him? [Laughs.] I was just like…
I don't know, I guess we'll wait and see how this all works out. I was happy
to see it along with everyone else and be able to talk about it.

Even people who were like, "Oh, I don't know about this," have already
changed their minds completely. The consensus I'm seeing right now is
that people want a whole spinoff. They want a full story now, which is
amazing. With season 2 being announced — and I'm not presuming you
know anything about it, so I'm not going to put you in the spot — but
would you be interested in exploring Kip's story even further?

Without a doubt. I mean, I'll separate into two different categories. First
off, working with this team, working with Jacob and Brendan, I can
truthfully say that this is the top tier of working as an actor; it is to work
with a team like this. I had never felt more comfortable. Everyone was
laughing every day; the vibe was so high every day. It took me back to
when I was younger and making little short films with my cousins and
friends. It just felt so fun. So that experience alone, I would love to be
back in that environment with that team.

And then, obviously, from a storyline perspective. I mean, absolutely.
François and I were chatting the other day and talking about… You know, I
can't really say anything as far as the next couple of episodes — I'm
trying not to say any spoilers — but there's a whole world between Scott
and Kip. If we chose to explore that more, I would be thrilled to just be a
part of any and everything that I could get my hands on.

Robbie G.K. as Kip Grady; François Arnaud as Scott Hunter on Heated Rivalry season 1 episode 3.

/HBO Max/Crave Canada

There's a lot more to explore. I spoke with François about how Ilya and
Shane are both hockey superstars who agree to keep things a secret,
even if they don't like it. For Kip and Scott, though, it's different. Kip is
completely out. He goes to gay bars, has friends, and has a life. Scott
doesn't have a life. He's not just closeted in terms of sexuality; his walls
are all the way up. Meanwhile, Kip is this free spirit. This tension was
interesting, I thought, to play out in one episode, and to pull it off in a
way that we're heartbroken by the end of episode 3. How do you see
that dynamic between those two characters? And Kip, I guess, being
willing to sacrifice his life, you know, for this relationship? It takes a
good friend to snap him out of it.

I really feel like Kip and Scott are two puzzle pieces that click together
because, to your point, Kip really has this whole world outside of "career
success." Scott's character has obviously hit the ceiling as far as how
high you can go and succeed, but Kip has a whole community that he's
built around himself, and those are the two puzzle pieces that can snap
well together.

Scott is missing that friendship, that community, and his parents. Kip's
world, even with his dad… which, also, is played by Matt [Gordon], who's
just phenomenal. I think Matt is the internet's favorite person. Uh, I could
ramble on about these guys 'cause they're all great, but I do feel like the
two characters kind of complete each other in that way. I don't know if I'm
answering your question well.

[Laughs.] Yes, you are! This does feel like a great crew and a great cast
altogether. I also wanted to talk about the fantastic year that you've
had. I don't think anyone could've predicted that this show would
become this huge phenomenon. We were excited within queer media,
but this is giving certified blockbuster. Crave recently announced that
Heated Rivalry is its biggest original series ever.

Yeah, I saw it, too. They posted on Instagram that it's Crave's No. 1 debut
ever for an original series. It's honestly surreal. It's insane.

Robbie G.K. as Riley and Mary Beth Barone as Grace on Overcompensating.

/A24/Prime Video

Earlier this year, you were on Overcompensating, which also blew up.
Just huge. And I think a lot of people are now revisiting those scenes
and being like, "Oh my god, it's Robbie!" Especially in the end 'cause of
that scene [redacted spoilers]. So you've had these huge titles this
year. How has it been on a personal level, and on a professional level, to
have these huge, unexpected leaps throughout the year?

Yeah, Heated Rivalry aside, which has just been kind of an explosion, you
know, out the gate… Honestly, Overcompensating, I think that I filmed that
two summers ago. [Thinks.] Yeah, I think two summers ago now. When I
auditioned for it, I knew that it was kind of a smaller part or whatever. At
the time, I was actually still working a full-time job in sales, downtown. I
would literally be at work, and then I would bike, on my bike, to set, to go
do that. And then go back to my job afterwards. So I filmed all of that and
thought, "Oh, this is cool, whatever."

And then Overcompensating came out, and it obviously got a lot of buzz
around it as well. It was cool. This year has been interesting for me. It's
kind of the first time where my friends are watching shows that I happen
to be in. [Laughs.] And that's a very weird, and kind of scary, thing. But it's
also very cool. It's awesome to be able to point to stuff that, you know, is
topical; that is easily accessible and people can watch on big platforms.
I'm just beyond thrilled at this year.

I'm currently playing a recurring character on CBS's Sheriff Country, too.
So I'm filming that at the moment as well. I play a cop in that, which is
totally… [Laughs.] You know, versus what I'm doing in Heated Rivalry.

Totally different, that's for sure.

Totally different. So it's been a wild year, honestly. I think going into
Christmas season now, I'll have a chance to really look back and, you
know, just savor every moment that this year has brought. I'm just beyond
grateful for all these opportunities, and I'm looking forward to seeing what
the next surprise is this year, I guess… Or next year.

You mentioned working a full-time job in sales, which reminded me of
these memes going around and joking, like, "So a guy looks like this
and works at a juice shop?" But here you were, working a full-time job
in sales while filming Overcompensating. Have you been seen any of
these Heated Rivalry memes?

I've seen maybe one or two, yeah. And the comments, which are very
funny. My friends send them to me. It's a good laugh.

You posted a photo with the other actors who play Kip's friends on the
show. I mean, one of the standout quotes of the entire show is "Girl…"
"Girl!" What was it like working with those actors who unfortunately
had less screen time but who were all just amazing?

Yeah! It really felt like a fully thought-out world around Kip, and every
actor, like Bianca [Nugara] who played Maria, Kip's co-worker, in the
smoothie shop — she brought so much life and character to that. Those
little bits, and little moments. I'm so glad that the internet, and just people
in general, are giving her and the other actors like Nadine, and Brandon
[Ash-Mohammed], and Matthew [Finlan] — and all of these people who
kind of fill out this world — the flowers they deserve. Because, really, like I
said previously, without Kip's community, I think the charm of that whole
storyline wouldn't land.

It's also a testament, obviously, to Rachel Reid's writing, and Jacob's
direction, being able to add these little things in, which feel like the perfect
amount to build enough character. And, obviously, the actors who play all
these characters are phenomenal. They were great to work with. I had a
great time with Nadine [Bhabha], too, who plays Elena. I saw a whole
bunch of like fan posts about her, calling her "mother," or "queen," and all
this stuff, which is great.

We had a ton of fun on set. All those days at the bars, we were all like, you
know, goofing around, chatting, and actually talking. I'm just so… It's great
when people can be friends off camera. And then, you know, everything
on camera just feels like what we're doing anyway. We're having fun.

Robbie G.K. (Kip Grady), Bianca Nugara (Maria), Matthew Finlan (Kyle Swift), Brandon Ash-Mohammed
(Shawn), Nadine Bhabha (Elena Rygg) via Instagram Story.

/Instagram (@robsgk)

Looking ahead, any dream projects you'd like to work on? Is it film, or
more TV, or perhaps theater? What would you like to do next?

Well, I actually grew up doing musical theater; funny you mention it. I was
like, "Oh my goodness, Rob," because that was my first professional
acting job: Musical theater. That's primarily what I did up until, probably,
the last like six or seven years.

But, moving forward, honestly? A longtime dream of mine is to be a series
regular, or a lead, in some type of action film, or cop show, or something
like that. I would love to use, or to leverage, my dancing background. I
also played competitive sports. I still play rugby on the weekends and
compete with a club in Vancouver. I would love to bundle that all up into
some role in the future.

So, whether that be something in the Marvel universe, or DC universe, or
anything… If I'm able to act and have a great time doing it, I could die
happy, for sure.

Heated Rivalry is streaming on HBO Max. Explore the Out watch guide
below.
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Si tienes una infección por VIH 1 y una infección por el virus de
la Hepatitis B (VHB), DOVATO puede causar efectos
secundarios graves, como:

VHB resistente. Tu proveedor de salud te realizará una prueba
para comprobar si tienes una infección por VHB antes de que
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B, el VHB puede cambiar (mutar) durante el tratamiento con
DOVATO y volverse más difícil de tratar (resistente). Se
desconoce si DOVATO es seguro y eficaz en personas con
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What Warnings should I know?
If you have both HIV-1 infection and Hepatitis B virus (HBV)
infection, DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:

Resistant HBV. Your healthcare provider will test you for HBV
infection before you start treatment with DOVATO. If you have
HIV-1 and hepatitis B, the HBV can change (mutate) during your
treatment with DOVATO and become harder to treat (resistant).
It is not known if DOVATO is safe and effective in people who
have HIV-1 and HBV infection.
Worsening of HBV infection. If you have HBV infection and take
DOVATO, your HBV may get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking
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See on Instagram

The first five episodes of Heated Rivalry season 1 are already available
for streaming.

Robbie G.K. is featured in episode 3 ("Hunter") and episode 5 ("I'll
Believe in Anything").

Heated Rivalry episode 6 — the season 1 finale — will be released on
Friday, December 26 on HBO Max.
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What Warnings should I know?
If you have both HIV-1 infection and Hepatitis B virus (HBV)
infection, DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:

Resistant HBV. Your healthcare provider will test you for HBV
infection before you start treatment with DOVATO. If you have
HIV-1 and hepatitis B, the HBV can change (mutate) during
your treatment with DOVATO and become harder to treat
(resistant). It is not known if DOVATO is safe and effective in
people who have HIV-1 and HBV infection.
Worsening of HBV infection. If you have HBV infection and take
DOVATO, your HBV may get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking
DOVATO. A “flare-up” is when your HBV infection suddenly
returns in a worse way than before. Do not run out of DOVATO.
Refill your prescription or talk to your healthcare provider before
your DOVATO is all gone. Do not stop DOVATO without first
talking to your healthcare provider. If you stop taking DOVATO,
your healthcare provider will need to check your health often and
do blood tests regularly for several months to check your liver
function and monitor your HBV infection. It may be necessary to
give you a medicine to treat hepatitis B. Tell your healthcare
provider about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after
you stop taking DOVATO.

Who should not take DOVATO?
Do not take DOVATO if you:

have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains
dolutegravir or lamivudine.

take dofetilide. Taking DOVATO and dofetilide can cause side
effects that may be serious or life-threatening.

What are possible side effects?
DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:

See “(What Warnings should I know?)”
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Listen, babes: Before Heated Rivalry, there was already Sibling Rivalry, OK? Bob the Drag Queen and Monét
X Change, the doors you've opened! Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Animated versions of RuPaul's Drag Race stars Monét X Change and Bob the Drag Queen in the holiday-themed animated short titled Bob the Drag
Queen x Monét X Change's Sing-Along./ MTV/Paramount/World of Wonder/YouTube (@rupaulsdragrace)

Heated Rivalry actors, characters, and gay
storylines (updated guide)

Dec 19, 2025

Crave/HBO Max's Heated Rivalry has had fans losing their minds with weekly new episodes of this epic
rivals-to-lovers hockey romance saga that quickly became the gay internet's greatest obsession. Keep
Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander on Heated Rivalry season 1 episode 5./ HBO Max/Crave Canada

Ben Whishaw says gay actors must 'be sexy in a
heterosexual way' to succeed in Hollywood

Dec 19, 2025

Ben Whishaw, best known for starring in films like Skyfall, The Lobster, and 2023's Passages, chimed in on
the discourse surrounding actors coming out of the closet — more specifically, discussing why it's so tricky
for out queer actors to succeed in show business. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Ben Wishaw at the 76th Golden Globe Awards./ Featureflash Photo Agency/Shutterstock

Still looking for the perfect holiday gift? Antoni
Porowski has tips for how to find it

Dec 18, 2025

On a miserably rainy day in New York City, the W Hotel in Union Square was the perfect reprieve from the
dreariness and gray skies. In here, one of the ballrooms was transformed into a winter wonderland — just in
time for the Christmas season. Once you step off the elevators onto the second floor, your eyes are treated
to a visual feast: immaculately dressed Christmas trees with presents stuffed beneath them, and gigantic
candy-red ornaments at least five feet tall around the room. When I walked in, Antoni Porowski — one of
the stars of Netflix's Queer Eye and author of the New York Times-bestselling cookbooks Antoni in the
Kitchen and Let's Do Dinner — was seated on one of the luxurious couches, next to one of the many festive
decorations. Keep Reading →

By Moises Mendez II

Antoni Porowski at the W Hotel in Union Square/ Courtesy of Snapdragon

Matt Baumgartner discusses coming out, running
June Farms, and weddings

Dec 17, 2025

Matt Baumgartner is a lot of things. He's a self-described "serial entrepreneur," an animal lover, a farm
owner, an experienced event planner, and now also the star of Prime Video's June Farms. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Matt Baumgartner on June Farms./ Prime Video

Netflix's 'Boots' is canceled: Stars react to the
heartbreaking news

Dec 17, 2025

The cast and crew are sharing reactions to Boots season 2 not happening. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Jack Cameron Kay; Sachin Bhatt; Miles Heizer; Max Parker; Angus O'Brien on Boots./ Netflix
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Heated Rivalry feud ends: Hudson Willams and
Jordan Firstman work it out on the remix

Dec 17, 2025

Good news: It's dead. The media feud between I Love LA star Jordan Firstman and the Heated Rivalry
actors Hudson Williams (Shane Hollander) and Connor Storrie (Ilya Rozanov) — which even featured actor
François Arnaud (Scott Hunter) entering the chat — has seemingly come to an end. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Jordan Firstman as Charlie Cohen on I Love LA; Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander on Heated Rivalry./ HBO Max; Crave Canada/HBO Max

In her author era, Kim Chi is avenging libraries
and eating the world

Dec 17, 2025

Kim Chi has come a long way since being introduced to a global audience on RuPaul's Drag Race season 8,
which she finished as a top 3 finalist. Despite only competing once in Mama Ru's queendom, Kim Chi got
everything she needed: Millions of fans who fell in love with her right away, close friendships with fellow
finalists Naomi Smalls and Bob the Drag Queen, the "Fat, Fem & Asian" catchphrase that addressed
desirability politics in a fun/cheeky way, and even a moment at the finale to tell RuPaul about her dream to
start her own makeup company. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Kim Chi/ Courtesy of KimChi Chic Beauty

24 LGBTQ+ TV shows canceled after just one
season (but deserved more)

Dec 16, 2025

Nothing good lasts forever, and these queer-inclusive series are no exception. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim & Mey Rude

Justice Smith on Generation; Max Parker on Boots; Cobie Smulders on Stumptown./ HBO Max; Netflix; ABC

Hudson Williams knows you love his 'slutty little
back arch' and he wishes fans were more 'freaky'

Dec 16, 2025

Despite going viral for his nasty back arch, Heated Rivalry star Hudson Williams doesn’t think his fans are
“freaky” enough yet. Keep Reading →

By Ariel Messman-Rucker

Hudson Williams./ Michael Buckner/Variety via Getty Images

The Traitors season 4: Meet the contestants and
watch the new trailer

Dec 16, 2025

Meet the queer reality TV stars competing on The Traitors season 4 and watch the newest trailer for the
season. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Kristen Kish; Monét X Change; Colton Underwood on The Traitors season 4./ Sam McElwee/Peacock

Beloved gay 'General Hospital' star Anthony
Geary dies at age 78

Dec 15, 2025

Anthony Geary, an actor known for playing Luke Spencer on General Hospital, has passed away at the age
of 78. His death occurred on December 14 and was the result of complications from a scheduled operation
three days earlier, according to TV Insider. Keep Reading →

By Mey Rude

'General Hospital' star Anthony Geary has passed away./ Allen Berezovsky/WireImage

Heated Rivalry is Hoopla's No. 1 book since the TV
show premiered

Dec 15, 2025

We're so into playing hockey and reading books right now. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander (L) and Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov (R) on Heated Rivalry season 1; Heated Rivalry novel cover art (M)./
HBO Max/Crave Canada; Harlequin Enterprises Limited

Heated Rivalry star Harrison Browne unpacks
coming out as trans and historic hockey career

Dec 13, 2025

Heated Rivalry episode 4 introduced fans to Connors, another pro hockey player who rooms with fellow
teammate Ilya Rozanov (Connor Storrie) and is played by Harrison Browne. After dedicating his entire life to
hockey, coming out as a trans man, and starting an acting career, Browne still struggled to land roles on
hockey-themed movies and TV shows. However, let's just say that 2025 was a game changer (pun
intended) for Browne, who went on to write, direct, and star in his own short film, Pink Light, and had his
talents recognized by showrunner Jacob Tierney, who secured him a role on the hit TV show from Crave
and HBO Max. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Harrison Browne as Scott in Pink Light short film; Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Harrison Browne as Connors on Heated Rivalry season 1
episode 4./ Toronto Film Festival; Crave/HBO Max

Jordan Firstman sorry for calling 'Heated Rivalry'
sex 'not gay' after backlash

Dec 13, 2025

Jordan Firstman admitted he put his foot in his mouth regarding his critique of gay sex in Heated Rivalry.
Keep Reading →

By Daniel Reynolds

Jordan Firstman's critique of Heated Rivalry's gay sex as inauthentic was slammed by critics./ Kenny Laubbacher/HBO / Sabrina Lantos/HBO Max

Ultimate RuPaul's Drag Race winners guide: A
fierce timeline

Dec 10, 2025By Bernardo Sim
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These crowned Drag Race winners have been snatching trophies around the world. Keep Reading →

Priyanka; Sasha Colby; Bones/ Crave/World of Wonder; MTV; BBC/World of Wonder

'Heated Rivalry' stars thank WeHo gay bar for
'tweeting about our butts'

Dec 10, 2025

Heated Rivalry is quickly becoming one of the most talked-about shows on social media, enrapturing a gay
audience as well as a straight one. Amid this hype, the two hunky stars of the steamy Canadian hockey
show, Connor Storrie and Hudson Williams, popped into a gay sports bar in West Hollywood, Hi Tops,
during its trivia night to surprise the patrons. Both of the show's leading men took turns addressing the
crowd, which was clearly excited to see them. Keep Reading →

By Moises Mendez II

Connor Storrie and Hudson Williams attend the premiere of "Heated Rivalry" at TIFF Lightbox/ Harold Feng/Getty Images

'RuPaul's Drag Race' assembles 16 past winners to
ring in season 18

Dec 10, 2025

Drag herstory was made in the lead-up to RuPaul's Drag Race season 18, coming soon to MTV. Keep
Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

BeBe Zahara Benet; Sasha Velour; Onya Nurve; Willow Pill at the official premiere event for RuPaul's Drag Race season 18, which reunited 16 Drag
Race winners from the main U.S. franchise./ ALL IMAGES: Santiago Felipe/Getty Images for MTV
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