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Screenshot

Bars across West Hollywood’s Rainbow District turned into screening rooms on Friday night as

fans packed venues for the Episode 6 season finale of Heated Rivalry, the HBO Max gay sports

drama that has become a breakout hit.

Despite the threat of rain, crowds filled bars along Santa Monica Boulevard, with many spilling

onto sidewalks to watch the final episode, which centers on the turbulent relationship between

rival hockey players Shane Hollander, played by Hudson Williams, and Ilya Rozanov, portrayed by

Connor Storrie.

Viewing parties were hosted at several popular Rainbow District venues, including Hi Tops, Gym

Bar, Rocco’s and Beaches, among others. Screens were set up throughout bars, and patrons

gathered shoulder to shoulder for the finale, reacting audibly as the episode’s long-anticipated

confrontations unfolded. Gym Bar went as far as setting up a tent in case it rained.

Earlier this month Storrie and Williams made a surprise appearance in West Hollywood for a

surprise bar crawl at the very bars that have been screening their show. The duo was spotted at

Gym Bar and Rocco’s WeHo, where they took photos with fans. Their main stop, however, was Hi

Tops WeHo during the bar’s trivia-themed night.

Heated Rivalry has drawn attention for its high-stakes sports drama, explicit romance and focus

on queer joy, charting the evolution of a secret relationship between rivals Shane and Ilya over

several years. The show has quickly become one of the most discussed new series online as its

fan base continues to grow.

The series is adapted from Rachel Reid’s bestselling books and streams on HBO Max in the U.S.

and on Crave in Canada.

“I have never the heard the city this quiet on a Friday night, or any night before,” said fan of the

show Ron Nery Jr. “This is how big the show is. Insane.”

For many fans, the watch parties reflect West Hollywood’s communal television moments dating

back to Revolver Video Bar, where nightlife and pop culture converge in public spaces. Friday’s

turnout underscored both the show’s popularity and the Rainbow District’s role as a gathering

place for collective celebration. Rain or shine.
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Mike Pingel has written six books, Channel Surfing: Charlie’s Angels & Angelic Heaven: A Fan’s

Guide to Charlie’s Angels, Channel Surfing: Wonder Woman, The Brady Bunch: Super Groovy

after all these years; Works of Pingel and most recently, Betty White: Rules the World. Pingel

owns and runs CharliesAngels.com website and was Farrah Fawcett personal assistant. He also

works as an actor and as a freelance publicist. His official website is www.mikepingel.com
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WEHO TIMES West Hollywood News, Nightlife and Events. The WEHO
TIMES is an online news source covering the life and times of the City of
West Hollywood. Featuring unbiased professional reporting and photo
journalism, WEHO TIMES is updated daily, delivering the latest city news.
The online publication founded in 2017, also features cultural events,
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West Hollywood the unique, creative city we all know and love.
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