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Hockey player's viral coming-out was 'overwhelming' in
'the best way possible'
Hockey player Jesse Kortuem shares how his Heated Rivalry-inspired decision to
share that he is gay has impacted him and so many others.

Jesse Kortuem reflects on the "overwhelming" response he received after coming out. / Courtesy Jesse Kortuem

By Mey Rude

Jan 16, 2026

Hockey player Jesse Kortuem, who recently came out as gay a7er
being inspired by Crave/HBO Max's hit hockey romance Heated
Rivalry, has spoken out about what life has been like since his big
announcement with Out this week went viral.

"Did I ever expect this level of attention? Not at all," Kortuem says,
adding, "I just felt it was Lnally my time to share my truth, to share
my story."

"It's been overwhelming, but honestly, in the best way possible," he
tells Out. "What inspired me really to post a7er Heated Rivalry, for
me, it was the fact that there are a lot of Shanes, Scotts, Ilyas out there
currently in the hockey world that are feeling alone. This stirred up a
lot of emotions for myself, and I'm sure a lot of other people that are
still in the closet playing hockey. I wanted to let them know you're not
alone, you'll get through this, you'll Lnd your tribe. They're Lctional
characters, but it's real life at the same time."

Kortuem never played in the NHL but played in several leagues and
said he was inspired by the show to come out.

"I know many closeted and gay men in the hockey world are being hit
hard by Heated Rivalry's success," he previously told Out. "Never in
my life did I think something so positive and loving could come from
such a masculine sport. I've struggled the last few weeks to put these
emotions into words, fearing the impact on team dynamics, etc."

Heated Rivalry stars Hudson Williams as Canadian hockey star Shane
Hollander and Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov, his Russian rival-
turned-lover. While there have been no out players in the NHL, the
league's commissioner said that he "binged" the show, and the league
has said the show is a "unique driver for creating new fans."

Watch Kortuem's statement ahead.
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Russell T Davies claps back at Heated Rivalry v. Queer
as Folk comparisons ›

'Heated Rivalry's Ilya Rozanov is now a queer icon in
Russia ›
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butts'—and male vulnerability ›
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U of Arkansas withdraws offer to new law school dean
because she supported trans athletes

The University of Arkansas has withdrawn a job oVer to Emily Suski as dean of its law school because
she signed on to a friend-of-the-court brief supporting transgender athletes. Keep Reading →

By Trudy Ring

University of Arkansas campus / Chad Robertson Media/Shutterstock

Los Angeles police won't stop man from throwing dog
poop at LGBTQ+ youth center

The person who has been throwing bags of dog poop at an LGBTQ+ youth center in Los Angeles has
been found — but isn't facing any charges. Keep Reading →

By Ryan Adamczeski

Mi SELA LGBTQ+ Youth Center, Los Angeles, CA / ©2025 google maps data

ICE violence against women is increasingly visible — and
largely untracked

This story was originally reported by Candice Norwood of The 19th. Meet Candice and read more of
their reporting on gender, politics and policy. Keep Reading →

By Candice Norwood

A poster reads "Murdered by ICE" near the site where Renee Good was killed a week ago on January 14, 2026 in Minneapolis, Minnesota / Stephen Maturen/Getty
Images

LGBTQ+ Americans are going back in the closet under
Donald Trump: report

LGBTQ+ people are going back into the closet during Donald Trump's second term as queer visibility
decreases across the board, new research has found. Keep Reading →

By Ryan Adamczeski

LGBTQ+ people are going back into the closet during Donald Trump's second term as queer visibility decreases across the board, new research has found. /
Shuttershock Creative

Progressive Democratic women take the lead in reviving
‘abolish ICE’ messaging

This story was originally reported by Marissa Martinez of The 19th. Meet Marissa and read more of
their reporting on gender, politics and policy. Keep Reading →

By Marissa Martinez

Anti-Ice protest in front of ICE headquarters in Foley Square, Lower Manhattan (June 10, 2025). / Christopher Penler/Shuttershock.com
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Scott Adams, Trump-loving 'Dilbert' cartoonist known
for racist rants, has died

Scott Adams, creator of the Dilbert comic strip and a major supporter of Donald Trump, has died at
age 68. Keep Reading →

By Trudy Ring

Scott Adams in 2014 / Lea Suzuki/The San Francisco Chronicle via Getty Images

Conservative Californians ask SCOTUS to allow forced
outing of transgender students

A conservative legal group, representing parents and teachers in California, has Lled an emergency
appeal with the U.S. Supreme Court asking it to allow school o`cials to inform parents and
guardians about a student s̓ transgender identity, including chosen name and pronouns, even
without the student s̓ consent. Keep Reading →

By Trudy Ring

Transgender Pride flag at Supreme Court / Philip Yabut/Shutterstock

7 takeaways from Supreme Court arguments about bans
on trans women and girls in sports

The U.S. Supreme Court on Tuesday heard nearly four hours of arguments in two cases, Little v.
Hecox from Idaho and West Virginia v. B.P.J., that could deLne the future of transgender women and
girlsʼ participation in school sports nationwide. Keep Reading →

By Christopher Wiggins

Hundreds of people gathered outside the U.S. Supreme Court as oral arguments about bans on transgender women's participation in sports happend inside. /
Heather Diehl/Getty Images

Justice Department lawyers resign after push to
investigate Renee Good's widow

Several career employees at the U.S. Department of Justice have resigned over the department s̓
intention to investigate the widow of Renee Nicole Good, the woman shot to death by a federal agent
in Minneapolis last week, and other DOJ actions. Keep Reading →

By Trudy Ring

Memorial to Renee Nicole Good in Minneapolis / Kerem Yucel / AFP via Getty Images
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