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OTTAWA — The Canadian TV show about two professional hockey players who fall in
love reflects Canadian values in a world where LGBTQ rights are under threat, Prime
Minister Mark Carney said.

"The world knows that Shane and lIlya are rising hockey stars who fall for each other
as they face off in one of the greatest rivalries the game has ever known," Carney said
in a speech at an industry conference in Ottawa, after he walked the red carpet with
star Hudson Williams.

"But they're also two young men who are terrified of being their fullest self. And we COMMUNITY POLL

live in an increasingly dangerous, divided and intolerant world. And the hard-fought
Participate in our next community poll.

Did you notice more bears in
your neighbourhood in 2025?

rights of the 2SLGBTQI + community are under threat, including in many of the
countries where the show has record-setting audiences."

Carney said "a fundamental Canadian value is that people should be able to be Yes
whoever they want to be. To love whoever they want to love." No
"Heated Rivalry" has become a global phenomenon in the past month. The show was I Results>  Archives >

developed for Bell Media’s Crave streaming platform before being picked up by HBO
Max. Its lead actors have appeared on stage at the Golden Globes, on U.S. late night

talk shows and on the runway at Milan Fashion Week. TRENDING TODAY

It all brought an unusual dose of star power to this week's Prime Time media 1 Pleasure craft licences will now expire
production conference in Ottawa, which added a red carpet event to its programming. after five years, feds announce in
Sechelt

On Thursday evening, dozens of people surrounded the red carpet as they waited for

producers, actors and government officials to arrive. The crowd cheered as Carney 2 RCMP report highlights rising
shoplifting, mental-health files in

and Williams stepped onto the carpet.
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Williams looked excited as he stepped over to hug the prime minister. After taking a

group photo with another one of the show's cast members, Sophie Nélisse, as well as 3 RCMP seek suspect after indecent

creators Brendan Brady and Jacob Tierney, Carney was presented with the white exposure, stalking reports on Gibsons
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fleece Williams wore in the series.
Williams clapped as the prime minister showed off the jacket to the crowd. Carney 4 shishalh Nation decries illegal
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then joked that the sweater was "true soft power." zoairow ree poaching near Hason
Carney also made plenty of jokes in his speech, including that as a politician, he's not 5 Number of bears killed by conservation
"above taking credit" for the Canadian government's support in getting the show officers on the Sunshine Coast rose
last year

made.
"I might not have been here, but... I'm here now," he said, to laughs in the crowd.

Earlier in the day, the creators behind the show defended the Online Streaming Act,
which the U.S. has identified as a trade irritant.

"People have got to negotiate the way they've got to negotiate, but | think it would be
really, really bad ... if we lost it," said show creator Jacob Tierney.

Tierney said requiring large foreign platforms to make a five per cent contribution
toward Canadian content is not a "huge cost of entry." Large foreign streamers are
currently challenging that contribution requirement in court.

"I don't think we're asking for anything unreasonable here," he said.

Brendan Brady, executive producer of "Heated Rivalry," said he has told streamers
they have an opportunity.

"We want more competition in this country. You're coming into our system," Brady
said. "Enjoy what you can do because what's going to happen is you're going to have a
global platform to create more Heated Rivalries and that's a really cool thing. So stop
acting like it's going to be a negative."

The annual industry conference is taking place as global streamers challenge
Canadian content contribution and disclosure rules implemented by the CRTC
through the Online Streaming Act.

The legislation updated broadcasting laws to capture online platforms like Netflix.

The CRTC has ordered large foreign streaming companies to pay five per cent of their
annual Canadian revenues to funds devoted to producing Canadian content, including
local TV news.

Some streamers are fighting that order in Federal Court, which in late 2024 put a
pause on the payments, estimated to be at least $1.25 million per year per company.

In December, a group of large foreign streaming companies also launched a separate
challenge of a CRTC decision made under the legislation that would require them to
disclose financial information.

That same month, U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer pointed to concerns
about the legislation ahead of the review of the Canada-U.S.-Mexico trade deal. Greer
cited the impact of the act on U.S. digital service providers.

The conference also heard Thursday from Artificial Intelligence Minister Evan Solomon
and Culture Minister Marc Miller in separate addresses.

Solomon told the audience he had spoken with creators about the Online Streaming
Act, while Miller acknowledged the U.S. position.

"| hesitate to speak publicly about this" given the ongoing negotiations, he said. "But
there are red lines in and around culture, arts, protecting artists, that we can't and
shouldn't cross."

Miller did not specify what those red lines would be, or whether sticking to the five-
per-cent contribution requirement would be one of them. He noted the CRTC hasn't
completed the full regulatory process to finalize how much streamers should be
required to contribute, adding: "I hesitate to pick a number."

Miller said "it's an amazing show."

"I had some American friends reach out to me and their reflection was, this is an
awesome show, but at the end you see a government of Canada sign, and they're like,
our government would never support (that)," he said. "l think we can be proud of
that."

This report by The Canadian Press was first published Jan. 29, 2026.

Anja Karadeglija, The Canadian Press

S S [
Have a story idea? Letter to the editor Report a mistake

This has not been shared. Be the first!

K9 share by Email f Share on Facebook X ShareonX | 3 Share on Linkedin

More BC News

Feds commit funding to Indigenous-led study of rattlesnakes

B.C. First Nation sues to reclaim lands 'alienated' by Indian
Agent and family

Watchdog investigating after missing youth found dead in
Smithers, B.C.

f X

News About

Features
Local News n Contact
Gibsons News \éVe;a_t er About

rivin : . . .

Sechelt News c Pg Advertise Visit our network of sites:
shishalh Nation News as Frices Privacy Policy

GuidedBy Bowen Island Undercurrent

S d Content VSIS &mel Cemelitiens Business in Vancouver
ponsoredonten Political Ads Registry

Sunshine Coast ferry news
Sunshine Coast water news

[ ' Castanet
In the Community gouiisth(iu'de Coast Reporter
Local Sports potlig p :
BC News Delta Optimist
NN Homes North Shore News
. Pigue Newsmagazine
World News Classifieds REW.ca
Real Estate .
Business Wire View Classified Ads Richmond News
: Place a Classified Ad Squamish Chief
National Sports Times Colonist
A’.".ma;' S(;c'o.nes Obituaries Vancouver is Awesome
Digital Edition Local Obituaries Western Investor
Opinion View Legacy Obituaries Airdrie City View/Rocky View Weekly
Obini Place an Obituary/In Memoriam Cochrane Eagle
pinion Lakeland Today
Send us a letter Connect Rocky Mountain Outlook
Arts & Life Advertise St. Albert Gazette
Local Arts Contact Us The Albertan
Living Daily Headlines Email Town and ChOUTtry Today
Western Whee
Photos and Videos SIS el (NEnE
The Mix © 2026 Coast Reporter

Events Calendar


https://www.facebook.com/coastreporter
https://x.com/coast_reporter
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/gibsons-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/sechelt-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/shishalh-nation-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/sunshine-coast-ferry-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/sunshine-coast-water-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/in-the-community
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-sports
https://www.coastreporter.net/bc-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/national-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/world-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/real-estate-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/bizwire
https://www.coastreporter.net/national-sports
https://www.coastreporter.net/animal-stories
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/digitaleditions.aspx?tab=0&pid=8c8de441-106b-44cc-b11c-422a56f25b63
https://www.coastreporter.net/opinion
https://www.coastreporter.net/opinion
https://www.coastreporter.net/submissions/letter-to-the-editor
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-arts
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-arts
https://www.coastreporter.net/living
https://www.coastreporter.net/photos-and-videos
https://www.coastreporter.net/the-mix
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-events
https://www.coastreporter.net/weather?locationId=1062
https://www.coastreporter.net/driving
https://www.coastreporter.net/gas-prices
https://guidedby.ca/locations/sunshine-coast/
https://www.coastreporter.net/sponsored
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=0a43979b-acbf-40a0-9504-b344515cd25e
https://www.coastreporter.net/spotlight
https://www.coastreporter.net/real-estate-listings
https://www.coastreporter.net/classifieds
https://www.coastreporter.net/classifieds
https://glc.navigahub.com/portal/classified/glc/crp/entry?reset=true
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/coastreporter/
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-obituaries
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/coastreporter/
https://www.coastreporter.net/other/place-an-obituary
https://www.coastreporter.net/other/advertising
https://www.coastreporter.net/other/contact-us
https://www.coastreporter.net/account/mailinglist
https://www.coastreporter.net/account/support/signup
https://www.coastreporter.net/other/contact-us
https://www.coastreporter.net/other/about
https://www.coastreporter.net/other/advertising
https://www.coastreporter.net/other/privacy-policy
https://www.coastreporter.net/other/terms-of-service
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LLLCg0LmCAj5gaUJyfpOR9GyU275jAZ7vuYebcGuBbY/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.bowenislandundercurrent.com/
https://www.biv.com/
https://www.castanet.net/
https://www.coastreporter.net/
https://www.delta-optimist.com/
https://www.nsnews.com/
https://www.piquenewsmagazine.com/
https://www.rew.ca/
https://www.richmond-news.com/
https://www.squamishchief.com/
https://www.timescolonist.com/
https://www.vancouverisawesome.com/
https://www.westerninvestor.com/
https://www.airdriecityview.com/
https://www.cochraneeagle.ca/
https://www.lakelandtoday.ca/
https://www.rmoutlook.com/
https://www.stalbertgazette.com/
https://www.thealbertan.com/
https://www.townandcountrytoday.com/
https://www.westernwheel.ca/
https://www.lodestarmedia.ca/
https://www.coastreporter.net/
https://www.coastreporter.net/bc-news
https://www.vmcdn.ca/files/texttospeech/11805773-abc47b41-b0cb-4ea4-b5d8-89ed7de0bbec.mp3
https://www.coastreporter.net/bc-news/feds-commit-funding-to-indigenous-led-study-of-rattlesnakes-11810687
https://www.coastreporter.net/economy-law-politics/bc-first-nation-sues-to-reclaim-lands-alienated-by-indian-agent-and-family-11809641
https://www.coastreporter.net/bc-news/watchdog-investigating-after-missing-youth-found-dead-in-smithers-bc-11810799
mailto:?subject=Shared%20from%20Coast%20Reporter%3A%20TV%20hit%20Heated%20Rivalry%20reflects%20Canadian%20values%20as%20LGBTQ%20rights%20threatened%3A%20Carney&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coastreporter.net%2Fbc-news%2Ftv-hit-heated-rivalry-reflects-canadian-values-as-lgbtq-rights-threatened-carney-11805773%3Futm_source%3DEmail_Share%26utm_medium%3DEmail_Share%26utm_campaign%3DEmail_Share%0D%0A%0D%0AAlso%3A%20be%20sure%20to%20check%20out%20all%20of%20today%27s%20latest%20news%20at%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coastreporter.net%0D%0A%0D%0ALike%20getting%20your%20news%20by%20email%3F%20Sign%20up%20for%20our%20newsletter%20at%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coastreporter.net%2Fdaily
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coastreporter.net%2fbc-news%2ftv-hit-heated-rivalry-reflects-canadian-values-as-lgbtq-rights-threatened-carney-11805773
https://x.com/share?text=TV+hit+Heated+Rivalry+reflects+Canadian+values+as+LGBTQ+rights+threatened%3a+Carney&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coastreporter.net%2fbc-news%2ftv-hit-heated-rivalry-reflects-canadian-values-as-lgbtq-rights-threatened-carney-11805773&via=coast_reporter
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coastreporter.net%2fbc-news%2ftv-hit-heated-rivalry-reflects-canadian-values-as-lgbtq-rights-threatened-carney-11805773
https://www.coastreporter.net/submissions/newstip
https://www.coastreporter.net/submissions/letter-to-the-editor
https://www.coastreporter.net/submissions/typo?id=11805773&t=TV+hit+Heated+Rivalry+reflects+Canadian+values+as+LGBTQ+rights+threatened%3a+Carney&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coastreporter.net%2fbc-news%2ftv-hit-heated-rivalry-reflects-canadian-values-as-lgbtq-rights-threatened-carney-11805773
mailto:?subject=Shared%20from%20Coast%20Reporter%3A%20TV%20hit%20Heated%20Rivalry%20reflects%20Canadian%20values%20as%20LGBTQ%20rights%20threatened%3A%20Carney&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coastreporter.net%2Fbc-news%2Ftv-hit-heated-rivalry-reflects-canadian-values-as-lgbtq-rights-threatened-carney-11805773%3Futm_source%3DEmail_Share%26utm_medium%3DEmail_Share%26utm_campaign%3DEmail_Share%0D%0A%0D%0AAlso%3A%20be%20sure%20to%20check%20out%20all%20of%20today%27s%20latest%20news%20at%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coastreporter.net%0D%0A%0D%0ALike%20getting%20your%20news%20by%20email%3F%20Sign%20up%20for%20our%20newsletter%20at%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coastreporter.net%2Fdaily
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coastreporter.net%2fbc-news%2ftv-hit-heated-rivalry-reflects-canadian-values-as-lgbtq-rights-threatened-carney-11805773
https://x.com/share?text=TV+hit+Heated+Rivalry+reflects+Canadian+values+as+LGBTQ+rights+threatened%3a+Carney&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coastreporter.net%2fbc-news%2ftv-hit-heated-rivalry-reflects-canadian-values-as-lgbtq-rights-threatened-carney-11805773&via=coast_reporter
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coastreporter.net%2fbc-news%2ftv-hit-heated-rivalry-reflects-canadian-values-as-lgbtq-rights-threatened-carney-11805773
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-news/pleasure-craft-licences-will-now-expire-after-five-years-feds-announce-in-sechelt-11803125
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-news/rcmp-report-highlights-rising-shoplifting-mentalhealth-files-in-gibsons-q4-statistics-11784472
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-news/rcmp-seek-suspect-after-indecent-exposure-stalking-reports-on-gibsons-trails-11802230
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-news/shishalh-nation-decries-illegal-oldgrowth-tree-poaching-near-mason-road-11807714
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-news/number-of-bears-killed-by-conservation-officers-on-the-sunshine-coast-rose-last-year-11795468
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-news/syiyaya-reconciliation-movement-honoured-with-2025-bc-reconciliation-award-11807560
https://www.coastreporter.net/polls/did-you-notice-more-bears-in-your-neighbourhood-in-2025-40797
https://www.coastreporter.net/polls
https://www.coastreporter.net/weather
https://www.coastreporter.net/
https://www.coastreporter.net/account/support/signup
https://www.coastreporter.net/account
https://www.coastreporter.net/
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-news
https://www.coastreporter.net/opinion
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-arts
https://www.coastreporter.net/real-estate-listings
https://www.coastreporter.net/classifieds
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/coastreporter/

