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Viewers binge-watching
'masterpiece' 6-part drama
a5er landing new streaming
home
The steamy six-part romance drama first hit
screens across the pond in November, and has
now amassed a huge following in the UK
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U K viewers have been binge-watching Heated Rivalry ever since the
steamy six-part queer hockey drama landed on Sky and NOW on
Saturday. 

The show, which is also available to watch on HBO in the US, follows two rival
hockey players, Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov, as their on-ice rivalry
transforms into a years-long secret romance. Created by Jacob Tierney and
released by Canadian streamer Crave, the show is based on Rachel Reid's
bestselling 2019 book series. 

The TV adaptation proved an instant hit with audiences across the pond
when it premiered in November, quickly climbing the charts to become
Crave's most-watched original series in history and securing a near-perfect
score of 98 per cent on Rotten Tomatoes. It has also catapulted the show's
two leads, Hudson Williams and Connor Storrie, into the spotlight, with the
pair set to present an award at the Golden Globes on Sunday. 

As a huge fan of the series and the books, it's really no surprise this show has
found a whole new dedicated fanbase in the UK – and that's only set to grow
with seasons two and three already greenlit. Intrigued? Keep reading to find
out what viewers are saying about the hit show… 

Connor Storrie plays Ilya

What are viewers saying about Heated Rivalry?

The series holds a 95 per cent audience rating on Rotten
Tomatoes, with one viewer penning: "This was a masterpiece in
storytelling. The highs and lows were blended seamlessly
together to create a beautiful budding romance that took my
heart and abused it in the most amazing way. I was pulled in and
glued to the screen. Absolutely beautiful story, beautiful acting,
beautiful producing and directing. I can't recommend this
enough. It's a must-see."

A second person wrote: "Such a great series, honestly it's
beautifully shot, cast and acted. It's just the best love story I've
seen in years and one I'm definitely going to keep coming back to.
I can't stop thinking about it. It was only released in The UK
yesterday and I'm on my second watch already." 

Meanwhile, a third added: "Fresh, sexy, but absolutely
heartbreaking! I really missed these kinds of daring TV series. The
entire cast and crew did a magnificent and brilliant job; every
aspect of the series is a masterpiece: acting, writing,
cinematography, and especially the music. I can't wait for season
two!"

Y O U  M A Y  A L S O  L I K E

Hudson Williams plays Shane

What have critics said about Heated Rivalry?

Judging by the overwhelming response from viewers, it's
unsurprising that the show has also proved a hit with critics, and
is sitting at a near-perfect 98 per cent score on Rotten Tomatoes. 

In its five-star review, London Evening Standard penned: "This
isn't your standard tragic queer TV show where everyone is
getting AIDs and/or beaten up over their sexuality. No gays are
buried here, thank you. It's a pure, unfettered romp that promises
lashings of gay sex with a happy ending and more than delivers,"
while The Guardian's Rhik Samadder wrote: "Ravishing actors,
charged glances, buttocks like pneumatic hams… this is one
steamy love story. But it's far more than just a porny sport-based
bodice-ripper." 

The Hollywood Reporter added: "Get your mind out of the gutter!
The sex is hot, but it's the swoony romantic highs and tender
insights into queer first love and self-acceptance that make HBO's
breakout hit special."

Francois Arnaud and Robbie G.K

What is Heated Rivalry about?

According to Sky's official synopsis: "Heated Rivalry follows Asian-
Canadian player Shane Hollander and Russian player Ilya Rozanov
– two rising stars in Major League Hockey playing on teams with a
long-standing rivalry.

"But their ambition to succeed in their careers and the hatred on
the ice hides a secret romance between the pair of them that
started while they were rookies and they are desperate to keep
under wraps.

"Starting in December 2008, Heated Rivalry tracks the eight years
that follow their first meeting, as the pair find themselves on their
own personal journeys as they become torn between their love of
hockey and each other.

"With outside forces working against them – including the
conservative Russian government, overbearing parental figures
and the ultra-masculine world of ice hockey itself – can love
prevail between them?"

Who stars in Heated Rivalry?

Hudson Williams (Allegiance, Tracker) and Connor Storrie (Joker:
Folie á Deux, April X) lead as Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov,
while François Arnaud (The Borgias, Yellowjackets) and Robbie
G.K. (Overcompensating, Utopia Falls) feature as episode three's
couple Scott Hunter and Kip Grady. 

Other supporting cast members include Christina Chang (The
Good Doctor, Unstable) as Yuna Hollander, Dylan Walsh (Nip/Tuck,
Superman & Lois) as David Hollander, Sophie Nélisse
(Yellowjackets, The Rest of Us) as Rose Landry and Ksenia Daniela
Kharlamova (Downsizing, Robyn Hood) as Svetlana Vetrova.

Rounding out the cast are Callan Potter (The Other Kingdom,
Working Moms) as Hayden Pike, Nadine Bhabha (Letterkenny,
One More Time) as Elena and Franco Lo Presti (Bad Blood,
Chucky) as Cliff Marleau. 

Heated Rivalry is available to watch on HBO Max in the US and Sky and
NOW in the UK.  
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7 completely
unmissable TV shows to
add to your January 2026
watchlist

From twisty murder
mysteries to forbidden
romances, passionate period
pieces and hit medical
dramas, these picks will kick-
start your New Year

HELLO! editors share their favourite
destinations to holiday in the winter
months

From scorching city breaks to sub-
tropical beach climates, three HELLO!
journalists who love travel have shared
their favourite places to visit in winter...

Watch: Welsh-set 6-part
crime drama with
Yellowstone star already
has me hooked aGer Hrst
look

The Welsh-set drama is
perfect for Stella,
Pembrokeshire Murders and
Broadchurch fans who love a
murder mystery set in a
gritty British location

'Deadly' 6-part crime thriller from
Peaky Blinders creator looks
gripping

Sky's six-part crime thriller Prisoner
stars Tahar Rahim and Izuka Hoyle and
follows a deadly manhunt in which
trust could prove fatal

'Incredible' 10-part
police drama that hooked
viewers is now available in
the UK

Allegiance stars Supinder
Wraich and follows a rookie
police officer who becomes
the first woman in her family
to join the Canadian Federal
Police Corps

Matt Smith delivers 'TV
performance of the year' in
compelling new drama

The Death of Bunny Munro is based on
Nick Cave's 2009 sophomore novel and
stars Matt Smith and Rafael Mathé as
father-son duo Bunny and Junior

'Twisted' 8-part drama
lands 100% Rotten
Tomatoes rating ahead of
season return

Industry follows the lives of
young working professionals
trying to make it big at the
elite London banking firm
Pierpoint & Co

'Masterpiece' period crime horror
with near-perfect Rotten Tomatoes
score is now available to stream

Sinners stars Michael B. Jordan in the
dual role of twin brothers Stack and
Smoke Moore, as well as Hailee
Steinfeld and Wunmi Mosaku
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TV viewers 'in tears' over The
Gilded Age Hnale with
'heartbreaking' cliYhanger

Watch: 'Gripping' 8-part
mystery thriller leaves fans
clamouring to binge aGer
trailer drops

Sky's 'suspenseful' thriller The
Good Daughter looks like the
ultimate binge

'Exhilarating' 5-part action
drama Atomic needs to be on
your watchlist
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Shadowhunters was 'most
humbling but beautiful'
experience, says series star on
show's 10th anniversary

Beloved EastEnders star Derek
Martin dies aged 92

Broadchurch creator issues Qnal
verdict on the show's future aRer
season 3

Call the Midwife star teases
'heartfelt' season 15 storyline that
will really move fans
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billionaire father's $76m estate

Princess Charlotte displays
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year-old accessory
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2026 in knee-high boots
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