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'Heated Rivalry' fans in Russia are breaking antigay laws
to stream the show
Nothing can seemingly stop the devotion to Shane and Ilya, even Russia's anti-LGBTQ laws.

Fans of the hockey phenomenon will do anything they can to watch Ilya and Shane on (and o6) the ice. Credit: Michael Kovac / Contributor / Ge)y

Images Entertainment via Ge)y Images

Chase DiBenede,o
Social Good Reporter

Chase joined Mashable's Social Good team in 2020, covering online stories about
digital activism, climate justice, accessibility, and media representation. Her work also
captures how these conversations manifest in politics, popular culture, and fandom.
Sometimes she's very funny.

There is not much that can stop a dedicated fandom.

Not paywalls, not cancellations, and certainly not even the source of their fan fervor
itself, as was the case in several high profile instances of extreme parasocial behavior.
And as queer hockey romance Heated Rivalry has dominated social feeds, it has once
again proved that federal laws are not going to dissuade a fan from their idols of
worship.

Fans of the show living in Russia, for example, have risked jail time in order to engage
with the viral phenomenon, writes Russian reporter Mikhail Zygar for Vanity Fair (the
show chronicles the same-sex love affair between a Russian hockey player and his
Canadian rival). Fans have flooded dedicated Telegram channels to share encrypted
links and bumped up its ratings to the top spot on Kinopoisk, a Russian media review
site. They're leaning on VPNs to obscure their IP addresses and engaging in online
piracy. You wouldn't steal an enemies-to-lovers romance, would you?
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A new 'Heated Rivalry' book is on the way — preorder 'Unrivaled' by
Rachel Reid now

Despite the collective joy attached to the series, the stakes are serious. The Russian
Federation has some of the most extreme anti-LGBTQ laws on record, including an
outright ban on LGBTQ content. Russian leaders have attacked and censored what
they call the "International Public LGBT Movement," convicting more than 100
individuals for the crime in 2025 and imprisoning at least two. Violators can also face
fines of 400,000 rubles ($5,111) to 5 million rubles ($63,898), PinkNews reported.
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As of today (Jan. 15), the government has officially charged Russian streaming services
with the crime of violating the country's propaganda laws, which prohibit the
amplification of "nontraditional sexual relationships" to Russian citizens. The charges
target domestic sites and cloud sharing services like Beeline TV, Kinopoisk, Wink, Ivi,
Amediteka, 24TV, and Digital Television.

The determination of Russian fans to stream the hot new show mirrors a general trend
in online fandom and among Heated Rivalry fans, specifically, who initially shared
ways to torrent the series using VPN services and links pulled from its parent network,
Crave Canada, and licensing network HBO Max US. HBO Max reportedly only signed
on to the project after successful pitches from employees who were fans of the show's
book series. They said they felt they needed to "do their civic duty" and get the show to
the masses.
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 ~• K a y l e e n •~ 
@kayleens_coffee · Follow

The secret is out…yes Heated Rivalry is coming to HBO 
Max US!!

My team and I pushed really hard to get this series for HBO 
 I’m a huge fan of the books and this is a major career 

achievement! So please tune in!

First two eps drop Nov. 28th day/date! #heatedrivalry  
#HBOMax

2:01 PM · Nov 19, 2025

230 Reply Copy link

Read 24 replies

ėrick
@wonderxboy · Follow

the person who proposed Heated Rivalry to HBO got a 
promotion and a raise  TY GIRL

9:15 AM · Jan 7, 2026

53.1K Reply Copy link

Read 33 replies
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The success of Heated Rivalry — and the formidable sports romance book industry
from which its source material gained its following — lies partially in the compelling,
often erotic, juxtaposition of an extremely masculine sport and the emotional stakes
taken on by its characters. At large, cisgender male erotic fiction (also called slash fic,
MLM romance, boylove, or yaoi, for anime lovers and the chronically online) has
historically offered an outlet for sexual exploration, community, and LGBTQ
acceptance. Fandom scholars and Heated Rivalry show runner Jacob Tierney have
explained its popularity with cis women is due in part to the ability of writers to ignore
the gendered power dynamics of heterosexual pairings and lean into the rarity of
sexual partners being on equal footing — although much of the genre relies on
stereotypical tropes that critics say still feeds into gender and racial binaries.

Related Stories

Connor Storrie shares a surprising 'Heated Rivalry' story in Seth Meyers interview

'Heated Rivalry's Hudson Williams teases Season 2, explains 'c*ck sock' to Fallon

Why is the sex in 'Heated Rivalry' so hot?

'Heated Rivalry' fans, we've got your next must-see MLM romance

All 6 of the books that inspired "Heated Rivalry" are over half oJ at Amazon

Hockey, in particular, is one of the most popular sports depicted in the genre. As of
2025, the National Hockey League has had no active, out LGBTQ players. So
subverting that reality is particularly appealing to fans, especially those in restrictive,
patriarchal environments.
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One former hockey player, Jesse Kortuem, made headlines just this week, posting a
statement about feeling empowered to come out after seeing the success of Heated
Rivalry. Kortuem didn't compete for the NHL but told reporters that the homophobia
rampant in the sport eventually led him to retire. "I know many closeted and gay men
in the hockey world are being hit hard by Heated Rivalry's success," Kortuem told Out.
"Never in my life did I think something so positive and loving could come from such a
masculine sport."
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Connor Storrie shares a surprising 'Heated Rivalry' story in
Seth Meyers interview
The "Heated Rivalry" star dives into learning Russian in his "Late Night" debut.

01/13/2026 By Belen Edwards

'Heated Rivalry' fans crashed Quinn app for Hudson Williams
and Connor Storrie
The internet was not ready for the actors' audio erotica reunion.

12/30/2025 By Crystal Bell

When does the 'Heated Rivalry' season finale drop on HBO
Max?
A Christmas gift at the coAage!

12/25/2025 By Christianna Silva

Why is the sex in 'Heated Rivalry' so hot?
The gay hockey love story is captivating social media, and no one can deny that
the sex scenes have something to do with it.

12/11/2025 By Neal Broverman

'Heated Rivalry' stars teased as Quinn’s latest audio erotica
additions
This is a gamechanger.

12/27/2025 By Chance Townsend

TikTok is rolling out a new age-detection system in the EU
The system aims to weed out users under the age of 13.

5 hours ago By Matt Binder

Get a leg up on the competition with the Alienware
AW3423DWF QD-OLED gaming monitor for its lowest price
yet
If you've got the space on your desk, you should pick up this monitor.

10 hours ago By Brittany Vincent

DJI's customer-fave smartphone stabilizer is under U90 right
now
Just unfold it, and it's ready to go.

10 hours ago By Tabitha Britt

This U25 Amazon find is the fastest way to upgrade your TV to
4K
It's the fastest 4K stick you can find for under $40.

11 hours ago By Tabitha Britt

iPhone 18 lineup specs leak reveals potential changes to
Dynamic Island
Big changes coming to the iPhone's Dynamic Island?

11 hours ago By Matt Binder

NYT Connections hints today: Clues, answers for January 16,
2026
Everything you need to solve 'Connections' #950.

15 hours ago By Mashable Team

Wordle today: Answer, hints for January 16, 2026
Here are some tips and tricks to help you find the answer to "Wordle" #1671.

15 hours ago By Mashable Team

NYT Strands hints, answers for January 16, 2026
Every hint, nudge and outright answer you need to complete today's NYT
Strands puzzle.

15 hours ago By Mashable Team

'His & Hers' shocking ending explained
Just when you think you know who the killer is....

01/12/2026 By Kristy Puchko

Stephen Colbert reacts to Trump's Insurrection Act threat
"Well, that will calm everybody down,"

16 hours ago By Shannon Connellan
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