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Zohran Mamdani suggests Heated Rivalry to New
Yorkers staying at home amid snowstorm
"I can think of no better excuse for New Yorkers to stay home," the mayor said.

Zohran Mamdani; January 25, 2026 address; Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander on Heated Rivalry season 1
episode 6./ YouTube (@NYCMayorsOffice); HBO Max; Crave Canada

By Bernardo Sim

Jan 25, 2026

Turn up the heat.

While urging New Yorkers to stay safely at home during this massive snow
storm today, Mayor Zohran Mamdani recommended taking this time to get
into Heated Rivalry. Kudos for spilling, honestly!

"I can think of no better excuse for New Yorkers to stay home," Mamdani
said. "Take a long nap, or take advantage of our public library's offer of
free access to Heated Rivalry."

Besides being a great suggestion, it is also a hilarious remark coming from
a mayor. Understandably, this made everyone laugh, which you can watch
people. (Special shout-out to this man with the best reaction, who was
shown in a separate clip in the replies section.)

Yet, this is the newly-elected NYC mayor who revealed himself as a
BunHead and discussed how "I Like Ur Look" by Kim Petras as one of his
favorite songs to get his day started. A man with great taste, truly.

New York Public Library joined in on Mamdani's enthusiastic
recommendation by prominently featuring Rachel Reid's six Game
Changers novels on its homepage as of this writing.

New York Public Library website as of January 25, 2026.

/New York Public Library

Any New York City resident can get a library card. And, with it, can read
all six novels that inspired the Heated Rivalry TV show for free. For
context, residents can get a NYC library card online by just following a few
steps (detailed here) and using the Libby app.

Mayor Mamdani's full speech can be watched below.

The Libby app is available on the App Store (for iOS) and Google Play
Store (for Android). Heated Rivalry is streaming on HBO Max.
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Drag Race S18 queens clash over stunts, stress,
and squabbles

Jan 23, 2026

Speculation dominates RuPaul's Drag Race season 18 episode 4. Here's our recap. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Law Roach; Briar Blush; Jane Don't on RuPaul's Drag Race season 18 episode 4./ MTV

How 'Bridgerton' season 4 is queerer than ever
Jan 23, 2026

Dear Reader, the world of Bridgerton has always been inclusive, but season 4 promises to be queerer than
ever. Keep Reading →

By Tracy E. Gilchrist

Luke Thompson as the sexually fluid character Benedict Bridgerton in season 4./ Courtesy Netflix

Karamo chose peace. As a Black trans woman, I
know the cost

Jan 23, 2026

As I constantly told myself while writing this: “Don’t do it, girl. Don’t do it.” Keep Reading →

By Marie-Adélina de la Ferrière

Karamo's absence from the press tour for the final season of 'Queer Eye' pulls back the curtain on what many Black queer and trans people face,
argues Marie-Adélina de la Ferrière. / Kathy Hutchins/Shutterstock

Drew Barrymore surprises gay hockey player with
Hudson Williams message

Jan 22, 2026

Hockey player Jesse Kortuem broke the internet earlier this month after he came out as gay and cited
Heated Rivalry as the inspiration to do so. On Wednesday, The Drew Barrymore Show's social media pages
shared a clip from an upcoming episode featuring the hockey player reacting to a video message from
Hudson Williams, one of the show's stars, thanking him for his courage. Keep Reading →

By Moises Mendez II

Hudson Williams taped a message for hockey player Jesse Kortuem, who was inspired by Heated Rivalry to come out./ Kevork Djansezian/CBS
©2026; courtesy Jesse Kortuem

'Heated Rivalry's Hudson Williams and Connor
Storrie to be Olympic torchbearers

Jan 22, 2026

Heated Rivalry stars Hudson Williams and Connor Storrie have officially been announced as two of the
torchbearers who will carry the Olympic flame for the upcoming Milan Winter Olympics. Keep Reading →

By Mey Rude

Connor Storrie, Hudson Williams at the 83rd Annual Golden Globes/ Rich Polk/2026GG/Penske Media via Getty Images

Oscars So Straight: A list of very few LGBTQ+
nominees

Jan 22, 2026

Where are the gays? Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Elio; Mark Sonnenblick; A Friend of Dorothy/ Disney/Pixar; Jason Armond/Los Angeles Times via Getty; Filthy Gorgeous Productions
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'Boots' outperformed 'Nobody Wants This.' So why
did Netflix cancel it?

Jan 21, 2026

Netflix's latest Engagement Report showed relatively strong viewership of the gay Marines series compared
with other shows that were renewed. Here are some theories why it was canceled. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Liam Oh as Ray McAffey, Miles Heizer as Cameron Cope, Max Parker as Sergeant Sullivan on Boots./ Netflix

Mandy Mango wants Drag Race run to elevate
HIV care advocacy

Jan 20, 2026

"Knowledge is power. When they take away knowledge, they're trying to take away our power," the
RuPaul's Drag Race star tells Out about advocating for HIV care and sexual health. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Mandy Mango on RuPaul's Drag Race season 18 episode 3./ MTV

WNBA star Angel Reese joins 'The Hunting Wives'
season 2 — this is a lesbian emergency

Jan 20, 2026

The Hunting Wives and WNBA joining forces is something we didn’t know we needed — until now! Keep

By Ariel Messman-Rucker

Angel Reese and The Hunting Wives/ G Fiume/Getty Images; Netflix
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Reading →

Heated Rivalry: Here's all the tea from François
Arnaud on WWHL

Jan 20, 2026

The actor, who played Scott Hunter on Heated Rivalry, spilled some interesting tea during his interview on
Watch What Happens Live With Andy Cohen. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Heated Rivalry actor François Arnaud during the January 19, 2026 episode of Watch What Happens Live With Andy Cohen./ Bravo

Drag Race S18: Meet Shyllon, a.k.a. hot guy
Ronnie on 'RDR Live'

Jan 17, 2026

Respectfully looking at Juicy Love Dion's man from Drag Race season 18 episode 3. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Shyllon Melatti starring as Ronnie in the 'RDR Live Returns!' episode of RuPaul's Drag Race season 18 episode 3; and in videos shared on TikTok./
MTV/Paramount; TikTok (@shyllonmelatti)

'The Traitors' star Colton Underwood: 'I'm tired of
being a punching bag'

Jan 16, 2026

The gay reality star unpacks his tense encounter with Michael Rapaport at The Traitors roundtable as well
as his personal growth since coming out of the closet. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Colton Underwood on The Traitors season 4./ Peacock

Bad Bunny dances with men, women, & people of
all ages in Super Bowl ad

Jan 16, 2026

Bad Bunny has shared a new Super Bowl Halftime Show promo in which the reggaetonero and global pop
star is seen having a kiki to the tune of "BAILE INoLVIDABLE" (off his sixth studio album Debí Tirar Más
Fotos) dancing salsa with men, women, people of all ages, and coming from all over the world —
expressing the plurality of his work and underscoring how welcoming he's been to cultural and personal
differences. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Bad Bunny in new promo video for his headlining performance at the 2026 Super Bowl Halftime Show. / Instagram (@badbunnypr)

NHL commissioner says that he 'binged' Heated
Rivalry in one night

Jan 16, 2026

The commissioner of the National Hockey League (NHL), Gary Bettman, recently shared his admiration for
the show on everyone's mind, Heated Rivalry. The show follows a hockey romance between two bitter foes,
Shane Hollander (Hudson Williams) and Ilya Rozanov (Connor Storrie). Speaking with The Hockey News,
the head honcho at the NHL told the publication that he loved the show and binged it in one night. Keep
Reading →

By Moises Mendez II

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman/ Andy Devlin/NHLI via Getty Images

Alan Cumming loves trans people. Why aren't they
on The Traitors?

Jan 16, 2026

Opinion: We love to see the Trans Pride pins. We'd love to see trans players on The Traitors even more.
Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Alan Cumming on The Traitors season 4./ Euan Cherry/Peacock

The Traitors: Michael Rapaport's Trumpian attack
on Colton Underwood backfired

Jan 15, 2026

Beware: Spoilers ahead for The Traitors season 4, episode 5, "If You're Gonna Come for Me, I'll Finish You."
Keep Reading →

By Daniel Reynolds & Bernardo Sim

Michael Rapaport; Colton Underwood on The Traitors season 4./ Peacock

7 sexy gay pool scenes from TV & movies that
flooded our basements

Jan 15, 2026

The only thing hotter than a steamy gay scene is one where everyone is soaking wet, so of course we can’t
get enough of sexy pool scenes. Keep Reading →

By Pride Staff

Gay pool scenes in TV & movies: Elite, The Estate, Lazy Eye/ Netflix, Shout! Studios; Gravitas Ventures

SNL's Kam Patterson says the show is 'gay as f*ck'
Jan 15, 2026

One of Saturday Night Live's newest additions says the show is "really gay" in a new comedy special. Keep
Reading →

By Mey Rude

Kam Patterson at the 2025 Museum Gala at the American Museum of Natural History; Patterson appearing in the SNL "Bob Army" sketch/ Slaven
Vlasic/Getty Images for the American Museum of Natural History | YouTube/SNL
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