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NHL’s Ottawa Senators sell out jerseys for ‘Heated Rivalry’
players Hollander and Rozanov
The NHL team sees great demand for custom jerseys for the fictional players Shane
Hollander and Ilya Rozanov on 'Heated Rivalry.'

Jim Buzinski
January 21, 2026, 8:30 am PST

Ottawa Senators jerseys with "Heated Rivalry" characters Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov. | Ottawa Senators shop

Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov are fictional gay players in a fictional hockey league in the smash TV
hit “Heated Rivalry,” but that has not stopped fans from buying their replica jerseys sold by what is
inspired marketing by the NHL’s Ottawa Senators.

“We had the idea on Friday morning, and we had a whole bunch of jerseys in the store by Saturday night
and our game and sold out within probably an hour before the first period was over,” Peter Shier, VP of
Marketing for the Ottawa Senators, told CTV News.

It just wasn’t in-arena sales that were popular, with Shier saying online sales went well.

“We woke up on Sunday morning, we had orders from, I think, Germany, Sweden, Indonesia, Kazakhstan,
from all over the world,” he said. “It’s really great.”

RELATED

Famous gay and bi athletes are giving us their hot takes on
‘Heated Rivalry’
As people rave about the hit TV show ‘Heated Rivalry,’ gay & bi athletes like
Keegan Hirst and Jake Williamson are posting their reviews.

By Jon Holmes

NHL commish says Heated Rivalry may be too ‘spicy’ to
embrace, calls show ‘fun’
Gary Bettman said he watched ‘Heated Rivalry’ in one night and called it ‘fun.’
He also reiterated the league’s ban of Pride gear at games.

By Cyd Zeigler

Get off the sidelines and into the game
Our weekly newsletter is packed with everything from locker room chatter to pressing LGBTQ
sports issues.

“Heated Rivalry” follows the careers and budding romance of gay Canadian player Shane Hollander
(Hudson Williams) and Russian Ilya Rozanov (Connor Storrie), along with steamy bedroom scenes, which
become a breakout hit for its creator, the Canadian streamer Crave, and in the U.S. for HBO Max. The
series has become a cultural phenomena, with appearances aplenty for the actors on award shows and
late-night TV.

It was only fitting that selling merchandise would be a logical fit but maybe a bit surprising that an NHL
team is all in, given the fact that there has never been an out gay NHL player. In fact, some people first
thought the announcement of the jerseys was a prank.

The Senators’ store has its own dedicated Hollander and Rozanov jersey page, with home and away
versions that sell for $235 each. Proceeds go to the Ottawa Pride Hockey, the city’s LGBTQ rec hockey
league.

“To the Ottawa Senators — we are grateful for the support your organization is providing, and are
committed to building our ongoing relationship, with the common goal of making hockey more welcoming,”
the group said in an Instagram post. “The buzz around ‘Heated Rivalry,’ and the positive response to the
jerseys released by the Senators, prove there is value and demand to make hockey more inclusive.

“In doing so, we also commit to holding the Senators and NHL accountable when actions fall short of
community expectations. This includes the recent signing of goalie James Reimer [who refused to wear a
Pride Night jersey while with the San Jose Sharks in 2023].

“The NHL sets the tone of hockey culture at the highest level. We remain guarded towards the NHL’s
commitment to inclusivity. The initial assumptions that these jerseys were not real say a great deal about
the level of trust the queer community has for the NHL as a whole. Moving forward, we hope to see the
NHL embody change at the systemic level, to ensure that hockey is representative of the diversity of the
entire community.”

The reality is that the Senators, like most teams, allow fans to create a custom jersey with practically any
name on it, but what is great here is that they made it easy for “Heated Rivalry” fans and are promoting it,
including during Saturday’s game.

Subscribe to the Outsports newsletter to keep up with your favorite out athletes, inspiring LGBTQ sports
stories, and more.

Jim Buzinski is co-founder of Outsports.com and has been a journalist for more than 40 years, most recently at the Los
Angeles Times.
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Out pro hockey player says he has love-hate relationship with
‘Heated Rivalry’ 
Zach Sullivan is a rare example of an active player in men's pro hockey who came
out. He says watching the "gay hockey show" was difficult.

By Jon Holmes

NHL commish says Heated Rivalry may be too ‘spicy’ to embrace,
calls show ‘fun’
Gary Bettman said he watched 'Heated Rivalry' in one night and called it 'fun.' He
also reiterated the league's ban of Pride gear at games.

By Cyd Zeigler

These Olympic hockey players are engaged to be married, but ‘on
the ice, she’s my enemy’
Anna Kjellbin and Ronja Savolainen play on different teams in the PWHL and in the
Olympics. They are engaged to be married, but for now it's all business.

By Jim Buzinski

‘Heated Rivalry’ transcends these 4 gay story tropes
Heated Rivalry has gained mainstream popularity by pushing beyond some of the
older storytelling tropes over the decades.

By Shawn Laib

OutKick writer cries anti-gay tears over ‘Heated Rivalry’ ratings
success
Right wing site OutKick insists 'Heated Rivalry' ratings are fake because... that'll
create real life gay hockey players?

By Ken Schultz

‘Heated Rivalry’ star says closeted gay pro athletes have reached
out to him
Hudson Williams, who plays Shane Hollander, says that he has heard from closeted
athletes. 'It's hitting people right in the nerves.'
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These 2 wives are competing against one another at the Winter
Olympics
Kim Meylemans and Nicole Silveira will be competing against one another at the
Milan Winter Olympics, representing 2 countries.

By Cyd Zeigler

Gay former Steelers employee says the team discriminated against
her, files lawsuit
Chelsea Zahn is suing the Pittsburgh Steelers in federal court claiming the team
discriminated against her for being a gay woman.

By Karleigh Webb

The gay NBA ref fans actually love is injured, and some fans are not
OK
Bill Kennedy is the NBA's gay referee who isn't afraid to have some fun during
games. Fans will miss his routine while he's out.

By Shawn Laib

LGBTQ Sports Hall of Fame announces 10 new 2026 inductees
The 2026 class of the LGBTQ Sports Hall of Fame includes out athletes, coaches,
officials and members of the sports media.

By Cyd Zeigler

Amanda Nunes UFC return is delayed, but there is a silver lining
The UFC has a rare second chance to do right by Amanda Nunes and Kayla
Harrison. Will Dana White take the shot for women's MMA?

By Brian C. Bell

Gus Kenworthy officially selected for his 4th Winter Olympics
Gus Kenworthy will compete at his 4th Winter Olympics, officially selected as part of
Team GB ski team headed to Milan.

By Cyd Zeigler

Paralympics silver medalist says he’s proud to be out as gay at
Australian Open
Greg Slade won silver in wheelchair tennis at the Paris 2024 Paralympics. He talks
to Outsports about his Grand Slam dreams & coming out.

By Jon Holmes

Caleb Williams and his painted nails made one of the greatest
throws in NFL history
Caleb Williams, attacked for his skill by homophobes upset with his painted
fingernails, made one of the great NFL passes ever.

By Cyd Zeigler

Former WWE star Daria Berenato makes her big debut with TNA
Wrestling
The former Sonya Deville, now known as Daria Rae, debuted as an on-screen
authority figure with TNA Wrestling Thursday night.

By Brian C. Bell

InstaJocks: Olympic champion is a cover boy, an Olympic diver is a
snow queen
This week InstaJocks features an Olympic swimming champ grace a mag cover, an
Olympic diver all dressed up and more.

By Mike Ciriaco

Crotch-altering scandal rocks international ski jumping and size
queens rejoice
Competitors in sports always look for an edge, but what Norwegian ski jump
coaches were suspended for takes it to a new level.

By Jim Buzinski

Jason Collins shares positive update on his brain cancer
treatments, is headed back to the U.S.
Jason Collins said in a new video that he is making progress in his cancer treatment
after traveling to Singapore.

By Shawn Laib
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