
archive.today
webpage capture

Saved from https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-news/hudson-williams-heated-rivalry-interview-fallon-1235495838/
no other snapshots from this url

search 8 Jan 2026 09:41:40 UTC

All snapshots from host www.rollingstone.com

share download .zip report bug or abuse Buy me a coffeeWebpage Screenshot

ADVERTISEMENT

LATE-NIGHT TV

Kimmel, Colbert Hit Out at ICE
Killing in Minneapolis: 'Get the F-
ck Out of All of These Cities'
26 MINUTES AGO

LATE-NIGHT TV

Watch Robyn Showcase New
Single 'Sexistential' on 'Colbert'
1 HOUR AGO

ON THIN ICE

Hudson Williams Teases
'External Battle' in 'Heated
Rivalry' Season 2
2 HOURS AGO

CAMPAIGN LAUNCH

Spencer Pratt, 'The Hills' Reality
TV Star, Makes a Run for L.A.
Mayor
4 HOURS AGO

ADVERTISEMENT

TOP STORIES NEWSLETTER

A Cultural Force
That Transcends

Generations
Enter your email

BY PROVIDING YOUR INFORMATION, YOU
AGREE TO OUR TERMS OF USE AND OUR

PRIVACY POLICY. WE USE VENDORS THAT
MAY ALSO PROCESS YOUR INFORMATION TO

HELP PROVIDE OUR SERVICES.

ADVERTISEMENT

MOST POPULAR

Oscar Predictions: Clear Front-Runners With
Plenty of Room for Chaos

Who Aren’t You Wearing? The "Oscars of Porn"
Has Its Own Red Carpet Season

Ex-Prince Andrew Has Reportedly ‘Turned His
Wrath’ on ‘Perfect Villain’ Kate Middleton
Amid Public Scrutiny — He’s ‘Completely
Fixated’ on Her

Indiana CFP Win Triggers Cignetti Contract
Clause for Top-3 Salary

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

ROLLING STONE LEGAL

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

AdChoices

PMC Entertainment

Accessibility

Policy on Anonymous Sources

FOLLOW US

Facebook

Instagram

TikTok

X

YouTube

GOT A HOT NEWS TIP?We want to hear it. Send us a
tip using our anonymous form.

SEND US A TIP

By providing your information, you agree to our Terms of Use and our Privacy Policy. We use vendors that may also process your information to help provide our services.

Rolling Stone is a part of Penske Media Corporation. © 2026 Rolling Stone, LLC. All rights reserved.
Powered by WordPress.com VIP

Music

Politics

TV & Movies

Culture

Staff

Contact

Advertise

ON THIN
ICE

HUDSON WILLIAMS TEASES
‘EXTERNAL BATTLE’ IN ‘HEATED

RIVALRY’ SEASON 2
The star of the hit series appeared on The Tonight
Show to discuss the show's success and to hint at

what will come next

JANUARY 8, 2026

Hudson Williams on 'The Tonight Show'
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By EMILY ZEMLER

Hudson Williams made his late-night debut on The Tonight Show
last night and took the opportunity to hint at what’s to come on the
second season of hit series Heated Rivalry.

Williams sat down with host Jimmy Fallon to chat about the show’s
success, but first the actor appeared in the monologue to stop a
debate between Fallon and the Roots’ Tariq about the lead
characters Ilya and Shane. After the pair had properly worked
themselves up, Williams stepped onto the stage and affirmed,
“You’re both right.”

During his conversation with Fallon, Williams admitted that the
show’s explosion of popularity around the world hasn’t sunk in yet.
“I kind of just turn into a deer in headlights every time,” he said.

Williams recalled auditioning for Heated Rivalry, which is based on
a book series. He noted that neither he nor his co-star Connor
Storrie had read it. “We didn’t even know about hockey smut,” he
said. “We didn’t know that it existed. But I was reading the book as
the audition process went along. And it was way too long. It took
way too long for me just to get that call. So by the time I got the call,
I was like, ‘Finally!'”

He admitted that one of the “harder elements” of the show is
pretending to dislike Storrie’s character when the actors are friends
in real life. “We just became besties right away,” Williams said.

Fallon also asked Williams about professional hockey players and
the surrounding industry voicing their support of the series.
“There are podcasters who are used to analyzing this very
masculine sport getting to analyze our show,” Williams noted.
“There’s a lot of love.” Fallon affirmed, “It’s a great message for our
the young kids out there.”

Most importantly, Williams teased Season 2. “There are some
meanies,” Williams hinted. “There are some big baddies. If Season 1
is an internal battle, Season 2 is more of an external battle.” He
added, joking, “And they all die!”

TRENDING STORIES

Heated Rivalry debuted on HBO Max in November. Based on the
bestselling Game Changers book series from author Rachel
Reid, the six-episode season follows rival hockey players Ilya
Rozanov (Storrie) and Shane Hollander (Williams) as they navigate
the spotlight as young athletes while dealing with a budding — if
confusing — romance.

“It’s about two people learning about who they are and what their
relationship is through fucking,” creator Jacob Tierney previously
told Rolling Stone. “The only times they’re being honest with each
other is when they’re having sex. Otherwise, it’s loads of bluster. It’s
loads of pretending. It’s loads of two people who don’t, frankly,
understand what they’re feeling and who don’t really get it takes a
long time for their emotions to catch up to what their bodies are
doing.”
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