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MORE, PLEASE!

6 BOOKS TO READ AFTER ‘HEATED
RIVALRY’

Jonesing for more epic hockey romances? These books just might
do the trick

JANUARY 10, 2026

Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander and Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov in 'Heated Rivalry.'

SABRINA LANTOS/HBO MAX

IN THIS ARTICLE:  BOOKS, HEATED RIVALRY, HOCKEY, ROMANCE

CULTURE > (SUB)CULTURE LISTS

By CT JONES

The hit HBO series Heated Rivalry only had six episodes, but that was
more than enough to turn the show into a phenomenon this winter. Based
on the novel by Rachel Reid, Heated Rivalry follows hockey stars Ilya
Rozanov (Connor Storrie) and Shane Hollander (Hudson Williams) as
rivals embroiled in a secret gay relationship. Since the show’s premiere on
Nov. 28, the smutty hockey romance has become the show of the moment,
with references at NHL games, late night appearances, and celeb requests
to be involved in the next season — transforming Storrie and Williams into
certifiable stars in the process. 

Creator Jacob Tierney told Rolling Stone in December that he first got
into the world of hockey romance books through Heated Rivalry — but
loved how much the series focused on Shane and Ilya’s relationship first
and their potential coming out stories second. 

“My first discovery was like, ‘Oh, my God, these books are so smutty.’ I’d be
walking my dog and [thinking], ‘If you knew what was happening in my
ears right now,’” Tierney said. “But what stood out to me in retrospect is
that [Heated Rivalry] accomplishes a different task than these books
usually do. This is not about somebody coming out, it’s about two people
figuring out they are allowed to be in love. And that zig where the other
books zag really stuck with me.”

He’s not the only one who loves Shane and Ilya’s love story. Sales for
Heated Rivalry have skyrocketed since the series’ release. The book is
now a New York Times bestseller, and according to the Hollywood
Reporter, audiobook streams on Spotify are up 1,500 percent. Tierney,
Williams, and Storrie have all publicly said that fans will have to wait until
at least late 2026 for another season. But for fans who have already
finished the series — and at least one rewatch – here are some other
hockey romance books that might help in the meantime. 

Listen to this article now 8 min listen Powered by Trinity Audio
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1
‘Him’ by Elle
Kennedy and Sarina
Bowen
2015

In this instance, two authors mean twice the hockey romance. Him is
a college hockey romance that takes a will-they-won’t-they scenario
off the rink and directly into a summer camp. Hockey players Jamie
Canning and Ryan Wesley were best friends, until an awkward night
four years ago completely ended their friendship. When they both
become coaches at a summer hockey camp, the two are given the
chance to figure out if this is a one-time secret or a potential for a life-
long love. In addition to the secret relationship setting, Jamie and
Ryan’s role as coaches can serve a dual purpose. If you’re not
completely caught up on all the hockey terminology, reading about
these boyfriends teaching kids how to play might be the perfect way
into the game.

ADVERTISEMENT

2
‘Like a Power Play’
by Elle Sprinkle
2025

Yes, the people are desperate right now for gay hockey romance
novels. But what if the book was sapphic instead? Like a Power Play
keeps all the steam and heartache but focuses on college women’s
hockey star Peyton Clarke and the student coach who can’t seem to
leave her alone. Peyton is working her body and mind to the bone to
succeed, a pressure she can’t seem to escape as the daughter of a
famous NHL player. But when Darcy Cole, a former college star who
quit the sport abruptly, says she can help Peyton’s game, two clash
over whether relationships and future dreams can co-exist. This
romance has lots of smut and takes a slow burn approach to Peyton
and Darcy’s fling. But the payoff is plentiful, meaning even readers
who are looking for an immediate romp won’t be disappointed.
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3
‘Winging It’ by
Ashlyn Kane and
Morgan James
2015

Move over rivals. In Winging It, the only thing worse than rivals in love
is teammates. Gabe Martin is confident that his leadership on the
Nordiques, a calm head, and never coming out as gay will ensure his
legacy and eventual induction in the Hall of Fame. But when he’s
accidentally outed, a devastating betrayal and sends him and his
team on a losing streak. Gabe wants to get back in his groove, which
for him means ignoring the rising tension he has with his teammate
Dante Baltierra. But in this steamy novel, the two have to work
together to find out if the NHL is ready for out hockey players who
aren’t ashamed of who they are.

ADVERTISEMENT

4
‘Check, Please!’ by
Ngozi Ukazu
2018

Let’s be clear — Ngozi Ukazu’s fan-favorite hockey graphic novel is
not smutty. In fact, it’s entirely PG. But this novel captured hearts
when Ukazu first posted it as a webcomic on Tumblr and has
maintained one of the defining texts of the hockey romance space.
Former junior figure skating champion Eric Bittle is a skater and
expert social media star, but he’s still nervous about his time at
Samwell University going perfectly. He already has to deal with
converting his technical prowess on the ice into something useful for
the hockey team, so a crush on his team captain Jack isn’t advisable.
Neither is trying to come out as gay in a sport that isn’t so accepting.
What Check, Please! Doesn’t have in steamy situations, it more than
makes up for with its earnest and heartwarming approach to two
hockey players navigating their secret relationship and college at the
same time.

ADVERTISEMENT

5
‘Pucking Strong’ by
Emily Rath
2025

Pucking Strong might not feature two NHL players in love, but this
novel also gives readers a long look into the world of gay romance on
the hockey rink — with an added sprinkle of fake dating. Swedish
hockey player Henrik Karlsson is the famous and successful forward
for the Jacksonville Rays. But after his sister dies in a tragic accident,
the Swedish government refuses to give him custody of his young
niece unless he’s married. Just when it seems like hope is lost, the
team’s physical therapist Teddy O’Connor agrees to marry him.
Sparks fly between the two, but a failed attempt at a real relationship
could mean Karlsson losing custody. Is there a way the two can keep
their fake family together and see if there’s anything between them?
In addition to the campy setup for Teddy and Henrik’s love, Pucking
Strong contains detailed descriptions of hockey games and the
physical maintenance actually required to keep players on the ice,
which could be the perfect read for Heated Rivalry fans who actually
want a bit more hockey with their smut.

ADVERTISEMENT

6
‘The Long Game’ by
Rachel Reid
2022

Sometimes, the only thing that can fix a hangover is more of the same.
The hit HBO series was adapted directly from Rachel Reid’s book of
the same name, but that’s not the only time Shane Hollander and Ilya
Rozanov get to be together. The Long Game is the sixth book in Reid’s
Game Changers series and the two lovers’ story continues there. Both
the book and series ended with Shane and Ilya determined to slowly
get their fans adjusted to the idea of seeing the pair as friends instead
of rivals. Shane and Ilya start a charity together, and Ilya begins
playing for a hockey team in Ottawa to be closer to Shane. But after
years of keeping their secret, the pressure begins to weigh on the
famous couple, straining their relationship. Shane and Ilya are forced
to decide whether going public with their relationship will mean the
end of the careers that brought them together in the first place. Reid
doesn’t skimp on the signature steam Heated Rivalry is known for, but
adds enough romance, brushes with death, and epic confessions to
make any stan happy. Happy reading!

MORE NEWS

HUH?

Vagueposting: Why 2026 Content
Is All About Keeping You
Confused
By CT JONES

RACE AGAINST TIME

Are Authorities Closing In on
Olympian Turned Drug Kingpin
Ryan Wedding?
By JESSE HYDE

COURTS AND CRIME

Riverside Church Trial: Two Ex-
Players Testify to Being Sexually
Abused
By LUKE CYPHERS

MOM LIFE

Dear Ashley Tisdale: It’s Not
Hilary Duff’s Fault You’re Lonely
By LYZ LENZ

THE FULL PICTURE

Grok Restricts Generated Images
After Outcry Over Sexualized
Deepfakes
By KORY GROW

SPONSORED STORIES

Cut your ziploc bags in
half (yes, it really works)

LIFEHACKSWIKI

Why Gen X is the real
loser generation

THE ECONOMIST

15 Celebrities Who Are
Gay That You Probably
Didn't Know

WHISPER JOURNAL

Ask A Pro: "How Long
Does $2.5M Last in
Retirement?"

SMARTASSET

Doctor Explains Common
Causes of Sciatic Nerve
Pain

SMOOTHSPINE

Cardiologist: Strong Legs
After 60 Comes Down To
This

ULTRA HEALTH FINDINGS

ADVERTISEMENT

Box Office: ‘Avatar: Fire and
Ash’ Leads for Fourth
Weekend With $21 Million
as ‘Primate’ Debuts to $11
Million
4 HOURS AGO

Jane Seymour’s Regal
Throwback Photo Shows
Her & Daughter Katie’s
Bond: ‘I Still See This Little
Girl Right Here
15 HOURS AGO

Demi Moore, Kristen
Stewart and More Red
Carpet Arrivals at the 2026
WWD Style Awards
1 DAY AGO

Watch Sara Bareilles
Discuss Her Oscar
Shortlisted Original Song for
Ryan White’s Doc ‘Come See
Me in the Good Light’
3 HOURS AGO

NFL Playoff Teams Must
Combat Record Flu Wave
23 HOURS AGO

NEWSLETTER SIGNUP

Enter Your Email SUBSCRIBE

OUR SITES

1

2

3

4

READ MORE

MUSIC POLITICS TV & MOVIES CULTURE RS RECOMMENDS Got A Tip?
Log In

Subscribe

https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/lucy-dacus-chappell-roan-the-book-of-love-benefit-concert-1235497509/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/political-commentary/venezuela-trump-gen-z-turning-point-1235496991/
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/bob-weir-final-live-performance-touch-of-grey-1235497354/
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/dave-matthews-trump-administration-ice-minneapolis-shooting-1235497217/
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy
https://pmc.com/
https://variety.com/lists/2026-oscars-predictions/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/music/music-news/dolly-parton-will-miss-80th-birthday-celebration-opry-1236468585/
https://www.sheknows.com/entertainment/articles/1234959552/what-happened-william-kate-breakup/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/universities-suspend-reduce-art-history-graduate-admissions-1234769119/
https://rollingstone.com/subscribe
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy/
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use/
https://optout.aboutads.info/
https://pmc.com/
https://www.rollingstone.com/accessibility/
https://www.rollingstone.com/how-rolling-stone-uses-anonymous-sources-in-our-reporting/
https://www.facebook.com/RollingStone/
https://www.instagram.com/rollingstone/
https://www.tiktok.com/@rollingstone?lang=en
https://twitter.com/RollingStone
https://www.youtube.com/c/rollingstone
https://www.rollingstone.com/tips/
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy
https://vip.wordpress.com/?utm_source=vip_powered_wpcom&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=VIP%20Footer%20Credit
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/
https://www.rollingstone.com/staff/
https://www.rollingstone.com/contact/
https://brandstudio.rollingstone.com/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-lists/
https://www.rollingstone.com/t/books/
https://www.rollingstone.com/t/heated-rivalry/
https://www.rollingstone.com/t/hockey/
https://www.rollingstone.com/t/romance/
https://www.rollingstone.com/author/ct-jones/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-features/heated-rivalry-hockey-romance-tv-smut-1235476210/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-features/heated-rivalry-hockey-romance-tv-smut-1235476210/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/19/books/heated-rivalry-rachel-reid-hockey-romance.html
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/music/film-tv-music-news/tatu-all-the-things-she-said-spotify-streams-heated-rivalry-1236454443/
https://www.rollingstone.com/product-recommendations/books/best-books-like-heated-rivalry-read-buy-online-1235489573/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/vagueposting-meme-explained-1235497077/
https://www.rollingstone.com/author/ct-jones/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/ryan-wedding-olympic-athlete-drug-dealer-most-wanted-update-1235493974/
https://www.rollingstone.com/author/jesse-hyde/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/riverside-church-sexual-abuse-trial-testimony-byron-walker-1235497004/
https://www.rollingstone.com/author/luke-cyphers/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-commentary/ashley-tisdale-hilary-duff-mom-group-controversy-1235495625/
https://www.rollingstone.com/author/lyz-lenz/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/grok-image-generation-depfakes-halt-1235496624/
https://www.rollingstone.com/author/kory-grow/
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_outbrainrtb_oen/70670178/201028402/70b7fb82-ef15-11f0-9984-obOrigUrl=true
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2025/05/08/why-gen-x-is-the-real-loser-generation?utm_campaign=a.io-brand_fy2526_q4_conversion-cbdr-sub_prospecting_nam-usca_direct_desktop&utm_medium=digital-display.external-content.pd&utm_source=outbrain-outbrain&utm_content=conversion.content.non-subscriber.content_staticnative_np-losergeneration-n-jan_na-na_article_1x1_na_na_na&utm_term=sa.all&utm_id=ouq42400&OutbrainClickId=%7B%7Bob_click_id%7D%7D&ob_cvr_pixel_domain=economist.com&obOrigUrl=true
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_outbrainrtb_oen/70686852/201121690/70b7fb82-ef15-11f0-9984-obOrigUrl=true
https://smartasset.com/retirement/find-a-financial-planner?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=out__falc_direct_25mlr_allplatforms_tcpa_1225_t1_broad&utm_term=%7B%7Bsection_id%7D%7D&utm_content=00158e8246379d9b3cb5315c06dc778681&utm_id=%7B%7Bob_click_id%7D%7D&obOrigUrl=true
https://vlm.spinehealthmagazine.com/ae6d175d-905f-48f0-a86e-c147659947d4?utm_source=outbrain&nb_cid=0072e3adf10b7aa80822e3d7c25283155e&nb_pubid=%7B%7Bpublisher_id%7D%7D&nb_secid=%7B%7Bsection_id%7D%7D&ad_id=00b6de260a3c5cb5642e1d8c432e6985a4&utm_content=Doctor+Explains+Common+Causes+of+Sciatic+Nerve+Pain&utm_campaign=A+%7C+OB+%7C+MC+%7C+DT+%7C+HL+Testing+%7C+Mac+Only+%7C+07+Jan+2026+&utm_term=%7B%7Brpublisher_name%7D%7D&ob_click_id=%7B%7Bob_click_id%7D%7D&obOrigUrl=true
https://ultrahealthfindings.com/defender-d/?utm_source=native&utm_medium=outbrain&utm_campaign=UHF%7CRON%7CDesktop%7CtROAS%7CLegs+77&utm_term=%7B%7Bpublisher_name%7D%7D&utm_content=acquisition&utm_headline=Cardiologist%3A+Strong+Legs+After+60+Comes+Down+To+This&c=000d7884873e9f83c4df8d6cdaa2fbebc5&p=%7B%7Bsection_id%7D%7D&q=pub_%7B%7Bpublisher_id%7D%7D&a=0057da164b8053b96039c4424e8bc9560a&cc=%7B%7Bcpc%7D%7D&obclick-us=%7B%7Bob_click_id%7D%7D&utm_sec=%7B%7Bsection_name%7D%7D&campaign_id=000d7884873e9f83c4df8d6cdaa2fbebc5&ad_id=0057da164b8053b96039c4424e8bc9560a&ppcp_platform=outbrain&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/vagueposting-meme-explained-1235497077/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/ryan-wedding-olympic-athlete-drug-dealer-most-wanted-update-1235493974/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/riverside-church-sexual-abuse-trial-testimony-byron-walker-1235497004/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-commentary/ashley-tisdale-hilary-duff-mom-group-controversy-1235495625/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/grok-image-generation-depfakes-halt-1235496624/
https://variety.com/2026/film/box-office/box-office-avatar-fire-and-ash-leads-fourth-weekend-1236628272/
https://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/1234960021/jane-seymour-regal-throwback-photo-daughter/
https://wwd.com/eye/parties/wwd-style-awards-2026-red-carpet-1238443732/
https://www.indiewire.com/news/events/indiewire-apple-sara-bareilles-event-1235172419/
https://www.sportico.com/leagues/football/2026/nfl-playoffs-flu-cases-illness-sick-1234880594/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-lists/
https://www.rollingstone.com/
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/
https://www.rollingstone.com/product-recommendations/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tips/

