
‘Heated Rivalry’ star François Arnaud
calls on NHL to improve LGBTQ+
inclusion
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"If you're going to use our name, then back it up with real-life s---," actor François Arnaud said of the league
capitalizing on the hit show's popularity. Gary Gershoff / Getty Images

By Julian McKenzie
Jan. 16, 2026 Updated 6:34 pm EST
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“Heated Rivalry” actor François Arnaud called on the NHL to improve its

relationship with the LGBTQ+ community in a recent interview with Andy

Cohen of SiriusXM Radio on Thursday morning.

“The NHL, historically, has not been the most open organization to that

kind of difference in their roster,” Arnaud said, before citing the NHL’s ban

on Pride Tape in October 2023. The league eventually reversed the tape

ban, but still has a ban on Pride jerseys and other specialty jerseys in

warmups and games.

“Their sales are going up, apparently,” Arnaud added. “The Boston Bruins

tagged us on different clips online and it’s getting incredible traction. I’m

just hoping that it’s backed up by actual openness to diversity.

“If you’re going to use our name, then back it up with real-life s—.”
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“Heated Rivalry” is a Canadian show available on Crave and HBO Max,

centered around a fictional romance between two closeted professional

hockey stars, Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov, on rival Montreal- and

Boston-based teams. Arnaud plays veteran hockey player Scott Hunter,

who develops his own relationship with a local male barista. The show has

already been renewed for a second season and is Crave’s most successful

original series of all time.

Arnaud also clarified previous comments he made while speaking to

Variety at the Critics’ Choice Awards earlier this month, in which he

referred to the NHL as “failing.”

“I think they’re actually really good at capitalizing (on the success of the

show),” Arnaud said. “It was a joke. I winked, actually. It was quoted in

different, various media. But I winked at the camera when I said the ‘failing

NHL.’ The NHL’s not failing. It’s a multi-billion-dollar organization.”

WHAT YOU SHOULD READ NEXT

Hit show ‘Heated Rivalry’ became a TV
phenomenon. Can it change hockey culture?

The show has taken over pop culture and is opening up
conversations about a complex topic within hockey.

“Heated Rivalry is a phenomenon that is bringing new fans to our great

sport and what those new fans will find is a warm welcome,” the NHL said

in a statement Friday.

Later on Thursday, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman told the media in

Washington, D.C. that he binged the entire six-episode series in “one

night,” and also pointed to various initiatives, including Pride Nights at

NHL games and their work with LGBTQ+ organization, You Can Play.

“I think it’s a wonderful story,” Bettman said. “The content, particularly for

young people, might be a little spicy. And so you have to balance that out in

terms of how you embrace (the show).”

“There are a lot of things about the game that we think are driving more

and more people to the game,” he said, “and I do believe ‘Heated Rivalry’ is

one of those things.”

WHAT YOU SHOULD READ NEXT

‘Heated Rivalry’ has a fan in NHL commissioner
Gary Bettman: ‘I binged it in one night’

The 73-year-old called the hit TV show a "wonderful" and "compelling"
story but said the content "might be a little spicy" for young people.

A week ago, Arnaud’s co-star, Hudson Williams, appeared on Cohen’s show

and revealed the TV show inspired closeted pro athletes, including hockey

players, to confide in author Rachel Reid. Reid is the author of the “Game

Changers” book series, on which ‘Heated Rivalry’ is based.

“Sometimes they’re just reaching out privately through Instagram,”

Williams said. “Those ones are the ones that really just kind of hit you and

go, ‘Oh, this is a fun show. It’s celebratory. But also, sometimes, it’s just

hitting people right in the nerve.’”

WHAT YOU SHOULD READ NEXT

‘Heated Rivalry’ star says closeted pro athletes have
reached out because of TV show

Actor Hudson Williams said on Sirius XM Radio that he has received
messages from "hockey players, football players, basketball players."

There have never been any openly gay players in the NHL. Luke Prokop, a

defenseman currently playing for the American Hockey League’s

Bakersfield Condors, came out as gay in July 2021 while under contract

with the NHL’s Nashville Predators.

By Julian McKenzie
Staff Writer, Senators

Tagged To: Culture, NHL, Sports Business

YOUR NEXT READ

TOP LEAGUE CONTENT

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

JAN 17, 2026 SUPPORTED BY

Connections: Sports Edition
Find the hidden link between sports terms

Play today's puzzle

ADVERTISEMENT

The app for every today.
Download The New York Times app.

ADVERTISEMENT

• • •NHL Teams Scores & Schedule Standings Podcasts Fantasy NHL Odds NHL Picks • • •

Mets Land Bo Bichette

NFL

NCAAF

NBA

MLB

NHL

NCAAM

Olympics

NCAAW

Tennis

WNBA

Fantasy Football

2026 Men's World Cup

Premier League

Golf

Global Sports

College Sports

Soccer

Women's Soccer

MLS

NWSL

Peak

Formula 1

Sports Business

Sailing

Opinion

Betting

Fantasy Baseball

Memorabilia and Collectibles

Culture

Motorsports

NASCAR

Women's Hockey

MMA

Boxing

The Pulse Newsletter

Cities

Dodgers Sign Kyle Tucker

College Betting Scandal

Sail Grand Prix

Today's Pulse Newsletter

Connections: Sports Edition

Search

Top News

Podcasts

Tickets by StubHub

Connections: Sports Edition

Your Account

Invite Friends

Saved Stories

Manage Feed

Log Out

https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/author/julian-mckenzie/
https://twitter.com/jkamckenzie
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/boxing/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/bundesliga/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/champions-league/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/efl-championship/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/college-football/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/college-sports/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/copa-america/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/copa-del-rey/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/cricket/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/culture/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/cycling/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/europa-league/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/european-championship/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/fa-cup/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/fantasy/baseball/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/fantasy/basketball/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/fantasy/football/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/fantasy/hockey/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/fantasy-premier-league/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/fifa-club-world-cup/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/world-cup/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/womens-world-cup-soccer/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/formula-1/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/gaming/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/global-sports/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/golf/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/international-football/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/la-liga/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/efl-league-cup/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/efl-league-one/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/efl-league-two/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/sports-memorabilia-and-collectibles/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/college-basketball/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/mma/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/mlb/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/mls/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/motorsports/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/nascar/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/nba/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/nfl/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/nhl/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/nwsl/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/olympics/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/opinion/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/sports-leadership-personal-development/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/premier-league/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/sailing/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/scottish-premiership/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/serie-a/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/sports-betting/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/sports-business/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/tennis/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/top-sports-news/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/wnba/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/womens-college-basketball/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/womens-euros/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/womens-hockey/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/football/womens-football/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/ink/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/podcasts/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/news/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/arizona/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/atlanta/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/baltimore/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/bayarea/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/boston/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/buffalo/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/carolina/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/chicago/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/cincinnati/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/cleveland/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/columbus/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/dfw/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/denver/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/detroit/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/houston/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/indiana/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/jacksonville/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/kc/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/vegas/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/losangeles/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/memphis/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/miami/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/mn/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/nashville/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/neworleans/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/newyork/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/oklahoma/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/oregon/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/orlando/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/philly/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/pittsburgh/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/sacramento/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/sanantonio/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/sandiego/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/seattle/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/stlouis/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/tampabay/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/utah/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/dc/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/wisconsin/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/calgary/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/edmonton/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/montreal/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/ottawa/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/toronto/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/vancouver/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/location/winnipeg/
https://www.ebay.com/b/Sports-Memorabilia-Fan-Shop-Sports-Cards/64482/bn_1857919?mk%5B%E2%80%A6%5D55-0&siteid=0&campid=5339067565&customid=&toolid=10001&mkevt=1
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/sports-betting/odds/
https://www.fubo.tv/stream/the-athletic/?irad=2158783&irmp=5579095&ftv_campaign=PtnrUS_TA_VanityURL&sharedid=PtnrUS_TA_VanityURL
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/tickets/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/uk/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/athletic/gift/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/about/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/careers/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/code-of-conduct/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/edit-guidelines/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/contact-us/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/press/
https://help.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/forgot-password2/
https://www.nytimes.com/contactus
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893428-Terms-of-Service
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/groups?Pardot_Campaign_Code_Form_Input=7FQLH
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/newsletters/the-pulse/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/newsletters/the-bounce/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/newsletters/the-windup/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/newsletters/prime-tire/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/newsletters/full-time/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/newsletters/until-saturday/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/newsletters/scoop-city/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/newsletters/the-athletic-fc/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/newsletters/moneycall/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/newsletters/red-light/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/newsletters/peak/
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/10940941449492-The-New-York-Times-Company-Privacy-Policy
https://www.nytimes.com/privacy/cookie-policy
https://www.nytimes.com/contactus
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/sitemap/
https://twitter.com/TheAthletic
https://facebook.com/TheAthletic
https://instagram.com/TheAthleticHQ
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-athletic-sports-news/id1135216317
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.theathletic
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/author/julian-mckenzie/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/author/julian-mckenzie/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/author/julian-mckenzie/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/culture/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/nhl/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/sports-business/
https://www.lilly.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J43U5H0SuAY
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/4946564/2023/10/10/nhl-pride-tape-ban/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/4994713/2023/10/24/nhl-pride-tape-ban-reversed/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/4633282/2023/06/22/nhl-pride-warmup-jerseys/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DSK8_KgjXok/
https://x.com/Variety/status/2008018003573788718?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2008018003573788718%7Ctwgr%5E935d3ba4337e6cba257f940f87b1a60132b703be%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2Fathletic%2F6936576%2F2026%2F01%2F06%2Fheated-rivalry-nhl-hockey-culture-change%2F
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/6936576/2026/01/06/heated-rivalry-nhl-hockey-culture-change/
https://www.youcanplay.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/6975677/2026/01/15/heated-rivalry-nhl-gary-bettman-hockey/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/6955905/2026/01/08/heated-rivalry-hockey-show-hudson-williams-athletes/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/cycling/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/mlb/team/yankees/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/tennis/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/olympics/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/nhl/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/nhl/teams/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/nhl/schedule/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/nhl/standings/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/podcasts/nhl/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/fantasy/hockey/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/nhl/odds/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/nhl/picks/

