
archive.today
webpage capture

Saved from https://www.vanityfair.com/culture/story/quinn-audio-smut-heated-rivalry
no other snapshots from this url

search 21 Jan 2026 22:04:30 UTC

All snapshots from host www.vanityfair.com

share download .zip report bug or abuse Buy me a coffeeWebpage Screenshot

K A S E  W I C K M A N
Kase Wickman is Vanity Fair’s culture and society

reporter. She’s the author of the book, Bring It On:

The Complete Story of the Cheerleading Movie

That Changed, Like, Everything (No, Seriously)

from Chicago Review Press. Her work has

appeared in The New York Times, New York

magazine, Rolling Stone, The … Read More

READ MORE

S T Y L E

“People told me I should delete

everything,” Consani tells VF of

her early modeling days.

Instead, her personality made

her a muse for Marc Jacobs,

Chanel, and Alexander

McQueen.

B Y  D E R E K  C .  B L A S B E R G

H O L LY W O O D

He engineers devious

challenges and cruel twists—but

the show’s fans (and

contestants) love him anyway.

On the eve of Survivor 50,

Vanity Fair took an exclusive trip

to Mana Island with the

consummate host, a man even

the most conniving adversaries

want to impress: “We don’t

want to disappoint him. We

want to make him proud of us

because he chose us.”

B Y  D AV I D  C A N F I E L D

H O L LY W O O D

The minds behind some of the

year’s buzziest maternal

dysphoria stories, such as All

Her Fault and If I Had Legs I’d

Kick You, on bringing mommy’s

secrets out of the shadows—

and why more women are

rethinking motherhood.

B Y  S AVA N N A H  WA L S H

H O L LY W O O D

Channing Tatum and Gemma

Chan star in Beth de Araújo’s

tense drama as parents

grappling with how to help their

daughter after she witnesses a

terrible crime.

B Y  R E B E C C A  F O R D

H O L LY W O O D

From Lady Chatterley’s Lover to

Nancy Meyers’s The Holiday,

forbidden love has always found

a home in cottages.

B Y  S AVA N N A H  WA L S H

S T Y L E

Meanwhile, rumors of Heated

Rivalry co-star Connor Storrie’s

runway debut have been greatly

exaggerated, VF has learned.

B Y  K A S E  W I C K M A N

H O L LY W O O D

The preternaturally quotable

actor, musician, choreographer,

and 2026 Golden Globe

winner considers her role in Paul

Thomas Anderson’s One Battle

After Another “the fucking

ultimate master class.”

B Y  L I N D S E Y  U N D E R W O O D

H O L LY W O O D

Plus, meet Paul Anthony Kelly

and Sarah Pidgeon, who play

the doomed pair in Ryan

Murphy’s Love Story.

B Y  C H R I S  M U R P H Y

H O L LY W O O D

One Battle After Another led

the nominations for the annual

awards event, formerly known as

the SAG Awards.

B Y  R E B E C C A  F O R D

H O L LY W O O D

Emma Stone and Zendaya at

Louis Vuitton, Nicole Kidman

and A$AP Rocky at Chanel,

Robert Pattinson and Jennifer

Lawrence at Dior—the world of

celebrity brand ambassadors,

explained.

B Y  J O S É  C R I A L E S - U N Z U E TA

M O V I E S

From comedy classics to recent

Oscar winners, these are the

titles you don’t want to miss.

B Y  C H R I S  F E I L

T E L E V I S I O N

“It’s nearly impossible to get the

book right now,” one bookseller

tells Vanity Fair. As a public

service, we asked fans for more

reading recommendations.
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Storrie Time: How the Quinn
App Got the Heated Rivalry

Boys to Read You Smut
The audio erotica app capitalizes on quick turnaround times to make the
dream of having Connor Storrie, Hudson Williams, and others from your

harem of internet boyfriends talking dirty to you come true.

B Y  K A S E  W I C K M A N

J A N U A R Y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 6

“Please,” Hudson Williams pants directly into my

ear, close and intimate, hushed. And then? Then he

whimpers.

Williams, the 24-year-old actor who has skyrocketed

to fame alongside his 25-year-old Heated Rivalry co-

star Connor Storrie in the weeks (weeks!) since the

viral show’s premiere, isn’t physically in the room with

me. No, he and Storrie, as feuding fae princes Finn

and Dane, are moaning and teasing and flirting with

one another from the intimate confines of my phone,

as the vocal talent in the audio erotica app Quinn’s

original series Ember & Ice.

The duo is the latest of the internet’s anointed

boyfriends to bring their talents to the app, joining

the likes of The Summer I Turned Pretty’s Christopher

Briney, Stranger Things’ Jamie Campbell Bower, and

Fleabag’s Hot Priest himself, Andrew Scott.

WAT C H  N O W :

'The Morning Show' Cast Test How Well They
Know Each Other

Quinn launched in 2021 and has raised some $13.5

million in venture capital. It was founded by

Caroline Spiegel, sister to Snapchat founder Evan

Spiegel, when she was struggling with sexual

dysfunction as part of eating disorder recovery and

found that she connected well with audio erotica in

her quest to rediscover her libido.

“I made like a Tumblr blog with my favorite audio

clips and shared it with my friends, and they really

liked it, and it kind of started to build it into this idea

for an app,” Spiegel tells Vanity Fair. Years later, she’s

still on the smutty audio train, but graduated from

curating on social media to heading the app, where

subscribers can have nonstop dirty little nothings

whispered into their ears on demand.

Spiegel and her team were early Heated Rivalry

adopters, she says. She had seen the show’s trailer

before HBO Max had made their distribution deal

with Canada’s Crave, and reached out to Williams’

and Storrie’s teams to explore a collaboration.

“Our whole team is really also kind of fans of smut

and reading and BookTok and so forth,” Spiegel says.

“We just were so, like, enthralled with the trailer, and

thought they were so amazing.”

As the ongoing (consensual) chokehold the show has

on pop culture continues, it seems safe to say that the

Quinn crew was onto something. Thanks to audio

production’s lower costs and comparative simplicity,

once Williams and Storrie signed on, things moved

quickly. Heated Rivalry’s first two episodes premiered

on November 25, 2025, and by December 16, the

actors were donning little wings to shoot video promo

clips for their series, Ember & Ice.

The first two installments of the story dropped on

December 30, just a hair over a month after Ilya

Rozanov and Shane Hollander skated into viewers’

lives. As of January 19, users have listened to Ember &

Ice for over 27 million minutes, according to Quinn’s

data.

Audio “really works nicely when audiences are hungry

for more content from a given rising star but they're

gonna have to wait months for, say, season two, or for

the Summer I Turned Pretty movie, or whatever it is,

right? So we kind of can fill that space for talent and

feed their audiences with this smutty audiobook

project,” Spiegel says.

She describes the plot of Ember & Ice as “‘Brokeback-

otar’—the idea was Brokeback Mountain mixed with

ACOTAR,” referencing A Court of Thorns and Roses,

the hit romantasy book series from Sarah J. Maas.

Selecting plotlines and talent is “part art and part

science,” Spiegel says, with the team considering user

feedback and requests and their own gut instincts as

romance fans.

“So much of our casting process is in conversation

with the culture and in conversation with the internet

and what people are interested in and talking about,”

Spiegel says. “So we're just lucky that we can turn

around the project to meet that.”

Asked about her dream collaborators for future

Quinn Originals, Spiegel throws out a few of the

usual objects of the zeitgeist’s lusty daydreams: Idris

Elba, Pedro Pascal, Jonathan Bailey, and the entire

cast of Euphoria, but especially Hunter Schafer.

The app already has more original series in the

pipeline, featuring voices that Spiegel hopes are future

fan obsessions, a la Williams and Storrie, where she

can get in on the ground floor.

“Now, let's see if I can do it again, right?”
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