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‘Heated Rivalry’
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Annie McShane/The Miscellany News.

It would be hard to find something that interests me less than naked men and hockey. Yet here I stand, a
lesbian at my historically women’s college, about to write a glowing review of “Heated Rivalry,” a show that
almost exclusively features naked men and hockey. 

If “the cottage” means nothing to you and sports still come to mind when you hear “hockey,” do not fret: I
will fill you in on Gen Z’s newest obsession. “Heated Rivalry” is a television series released in November
2025 on Crave in Canada and HBO Max in the United States. It currently has one season with just six
episodes. Based on Rachel Reid’s book series “Game Changers,” the show follows fictional hockey rivals
Shane Hollander (Hudson Williams) and Ilya Rozanov (Connor Storrie) as they navigate a “heated” secret
affair and growing feelings for one another. While the show mainly focuses on Shane and Ilya, there is a
side plot about veteran hockey star Scott Hunter (François Arnaud) and local smoothie barista Kip Grady
(Robbie Graham-Kuntz). As the show progresses, Scott and Kip’s romance acts as a pivotal influence on
Ilya and Shane and the development of their own relationship.

I was introduced to “Heated Rivalry” as “the gay porn show,” and after watching interviews with the co-
stars, I have seen an overwhelming focus on their bodies and the sex scenes in the show. However,
watching “Heated Rivalry” without any interest in those parts of the series showed me that, at its core,
“Heated Rivalry” is a much-needed story about queer love in the modern day.

Contrary to popular belief, the overlap in experience and culture of lesbians and gay men is slim to none.
Personally, I have found that I generally do not relate to the experiences of gay men, which is not to say that
you should only consume media that reflects your own experiences. However, I have found that the majority
of mainstream LGBTQ+ media is about cisgender gay and bisexual men. Admittedly, I did not think I would
gain much from “Heated Rivalry.” Despite this, my wonderful best friend promised me that the show was so
good that even if I could not relate to it, I would still love it. I cannot say no to her, so I began my journey
into the world of “Heated Rivalry” with both low expectations and an enthusiastic bisexual at my side. 

The first two episodes were generally what I expected, and I almost stopped watching after the second.
The episodes had strong acting and some substance, but I felt that my initial hypothesis, that the show was
not for me, was correct. Episodes one and two matched my vision of what a “gay porn show” would be like,
which was not exactly appealing for a lesbian. I decided to give it one more try with the third episode,
“Hunter.” Looking back, the third episode is probably the least thought-out and the most rushed because of
the accelerated timeline of Scott and Kip’s relationship. The book “Game Changers” focuses on their
relationship, so I understand that it is hard to fit an entire book into an episode. Yet, to me, it gave a glimpse
into what “Heated Rivalry” would become in its second act. 

The third episode turns away from the Ilya and Shane plot and is almost exclusively about Scott and Kip.
Here, the narrative favors romance over lust and starts to dive into the complexities of being a gay
professional athlete. The pressure and anxiety around coming out are something that binds almost
everyone in the LGBTQ+ community. While the “coming out story” is usually prevalent in LGBTQ+ media, I
found it interesting to see the way those pressures affect queer athletes, especially for men. 

After the third episode, the show reached a new level, with a real focus on the development of Shane and
Ilya’s relationship and an emphasis on the queer experience. While there are devastating moments, what
makes “Heated Rivalry” stand out is its undeniable celebration of queerness, which, of course, hits home
for me. There is so much pain and suffering in the LGBTQ+ community, and there are many members who
never get their happy ending. People need to understand that. But to watch a series that shows not only
the struggle, but also what comes after the struggle, was almost more meaningful. “Heated Rivalry”
perfectly captured why all of the hardships and complexities of navigating the world as a queer person are
worth it. 

While I applaud “Heated Rivalry” for doing an excellent job capturing the queer experience, I was perhaps
even more impressed by the show’s portrayal of women. The main female characters include a love
interest, Rose Landry (Sophie Nélisse), Ilya’s best friend Svetlana Vetrova (Ksenia Daniela Kharlamova), and
Kip’s friend Elena Rygg (Nadine Bhabha). The women in “Heated Rivalry” are all strong and empathetic.
They are not portrayed as selfish, homophobic villains who want the men all to themselves: Instead, they
are supportive without minimizing their own feelings. The women of “Heated Rivalry” are perfect examples
of allies and are sometimes the only characters with any common sense. 

I could go on and on about the show itself, but my analysis of “Heated Rivalry” would not be complete
without addressing the audience reaction to it. “Heated Rivalry” received overwhelming audience approval,
and its popularity extended beyond viewership. There were “Heated Rivalry”-themed look-alike contests,
themed nights at clubs, and Williams and Storrie quickly became stars. The two actors even presented at
the Golden Globes. I am so happy to see an LGBTQ+ show become truly mainstream, and I am certain that
it has changed lives for audiences. For instance, former hockey player Jesse Kortuem publicly came out
after watching “Heated Rivalry,” and I am sure he will not be the last. 

While I absolutely do not want to take away from the importance of the representation in “Heated Rivalry,” I
cannot help but wonder why non-male LGBTQ+ media never seems to get similar amounts of attention.
Being a lesbian is a unique experience because it requires a complete rejection of male validation and a
total decentering of men. This is almost impossible to do as a woman in today’s world. Ultimately, it
becomes even harder to separate yourself from a male-dominated culture when lesbian media, especially
set in the modern day, is scarce and often goes unsupported. 

I have noticed that a large fan base of queer male media is women, often straight women. While there is
nothing inherently wrong about this, sometimes I worry that the support comes from a place of fetishization
of gay men rather than genuine allyship. Not only that, but this same fan base does not seem to show up
for LGBTQ+ shows about women. I know there are shows in the works similar to “Heated Rivalry” but about
queer women, and I hope that we can give these shows the same recognition.

While I wish there were more female-centered LGBTQ+ shows, that does not take away from the
importance of “Heated Rivalry.” It is not a groundbreaking masterpiece, but it does not need to be. To have
a series that displays the nuances of queer relationships, while also just being a fun romance show, is
exactly the kind of representation I have been looking for. Watching “Heated Rivalry” reminded me that
representation comes in many forms, and you can find reflections of yourself in places you would never
expect. I never thought I would say this, but I am finally ready to admit that I am both a proud sports-hating
lesbian and a “Heated Rivalry” superfan. 
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[Disclaimer: All students quoted in
this article will be referred to anony-
mously out of concern for their safety].

OnThursday,Feb. 5, aneventhostedby
the Engaged Pluralism (EP) program

featuring Steven Cash ’84 was disrupted
by a group of students and community
members. Cash’s lecture, entitled “The
State of Democracy and its Uneasiness
with Race, Disability, and Non-norma-
tive Subjectivity,” was originally sched-
uled to take place from 5:30 to 7 p.m. in
Rockefeller Hall 300. A large portion of
the event’s audience protested in a vari-
ety of ways, including yelling over Cash,
chanting, clapping and holding signs. As
a result, the event was canceled 40 min-
utes aer it began. Protestors cited Cash’s
involvement in creating the USA PATRI-
OTAct and the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS), as well as his work in the
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).
Cash worked at the CIA from 1994 to

2001. In 2001, Cash joined the profession-
al staff of the Senate Select Commiee on
Intelligence,whereheworkedon theUSA
PATRIOT Act, which was passed 45 days
aer Sept. 11 and effectively expanded law
enforcement’s surveillance and investiga-
tive powers. The Act disproportionately
affected Arab and Muslim Americans,

who were frequently targeted by law en-
forcement and faced increased rates of
xenophobia and hate crimes.
Additionally, Cash was instrumental

in the Homeland Security Act of 2002,
which consolidated 22 federal agencies
into the DHS in order to streamline in-
telligence and border security. In 2006,
Cash entered the private sector, where he
worked as a consultant focusing on in-
telligence issues. He returned to govern-
ment work in 2022, pivoting to the DHS
Office of Intelligence andAnalysis,where
he served as Senior Advisor to the Under
Secretary.
Currently, Cash is the Executive Di-

rector of The Steady State, a nonprofit
organization of over 370 former national
security officials that utilizes intelligence
tactics to assess the status of American
democracy. The Steady State speaks out
against the threats to democracy enact-
ed by the Trump administration. The
organization’s most recent Accelerating
Authoritarian Dynamics report stated:
“We assess with high confidence that the
cumulative effect of the Trump Admin-
istration’s ongoing actions indicates that
democratic backsliding continues.While
some institutional resistance exists and
may be growing, the trajectory poses both
immediate and long-term risks to consti-
tutional order and national security.”
Cash previously visited Vassar in Sep-

In January 2026, the 24-hour section of theFrederick Ferris Thompson Memorial Li-
brary reopened to the public aer undergo-
ing extensive renovations. Construction be-
ganonMay21, 2025, and the space remained
closed throughout the summer and the fall
semester. The renovations include a new en-
trance, several new windows, new confer-
ence rooms, six new group study rooms and
significantlymore seating.
The Vassar College administration cele-

brated the section’s reopening by hosting an
open house on Monday, Feb. 9. President of
theCollegeElizabethBradley,Director of the
Libraries Andrew Ashton, and Senior Lec-
turer in Urban Studies and American Stud-
ies Lisa Brawley delivered remarks about the
scope of the project and the opportunities it
will provide students. Dozens of administra-
tors and facultymembers aended the event
to hear the speakers and witness the official
ribbon-cuing ceremony.
Bradley spoke briefly during the open

house to thank those involved in planning
and executing the project. She specifically
highlighted Dean of Strategic Planning and
Academic Resources Marianne Begemann,
ProjectManagers SarahHayes andMaryann
Pilon and Lalinthip Maholarnkij, the proj-
ect’s architect. Bradley added, “We’re also so

thankful to the many alums who gave and
thought ahead and were philanthropic, that
really made this possible. And there were
more than one, and many we didn’t know
were going to donate, which we were just
thrilled about. And the space is being used
widely. Clearly, it's meeting a need. So let’s
enjoy.”
Ashton, who spoke aer Bradley, dis-

cussed the project’s logistics and timeline,
explaining that the planning process took
nearly five years and noted that the idea to

renovate originated from the College’s need
to make the library more accessible. Due
to an absence of ramps, the library’s main
entrance is inaccessible to people in wheel-
chairs, forcing those with mobility issues to
enter the library from the north entrance.
However,Ashton explained thatmaking the
north entrance more welcoming was only
part of the project, and that the north en-
trance’s close proximity to the 24-hour sec-
tion created an opportunity for the library
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Sophomore
quits spoons

See Spoons on page 7See Library on page 3

Cash talk disrupted by protest
A L
EC

J F
G C

Beginning in January 2025, Annie
McShane ’28 [Disclaimer: McShane

is the Graphics Editor for The Miscellany
News] gave up spoons. Around February of
last year,whenmostNewYear’s resolutions
began to wane, she held strong. Months
later, she endured the long, hot days of ice
cream season with only cones and forks
at her disposal. Dinners at Gordon Com-
mons, commonly known as the Deece,
bracketing summer break failed to end her
streak. Finally, this past January, McShane
returned to her regular rotation of utensils.
McShane was inspired by a college stu-

dent on TikTok who was in the habit of
completing personal challenges—sleep-
ing on the floor every day, for example.
With the help of her family and friends,
McShane brainstormed her own challenge,
hammering out rules and affordances in
the lead-up to January. Ladles at the Deece
were okay, but otherwise, forks replaced
spoons in all circumstances. “I love potato
soup,” McShane confessed, and for the full
year, she had relinquished it.
The notion of arbitrarily “going with-

out”—of voluntary loss—may be so antithet-

JH
R

NoahBaumbach’91todeliver
addressat162ndCommencement

L J
M E

See Protest on page 4

On Feb. 9, 2026, Vassar College an-
nounced that filmmaker and screen-

writer Noah Baumbach ’91 will deliver a
speech at the 162nd Commencement to
the Class of 2026. The graduation cer-
emony will occur on Sunday, May 24,
2026.

A Vassar alumnus, Baumbach was
raised in Brooklyn,NewYork.He gradu-
ated from the College in 1991, four years
before his directorial debut “Kicking and
Screaming.” Producer Jason Blum ’91
worked on the film aer rooming with
Baumbach at Vassar.

Baumbach’s success has only grown
since. Some of his notable directing
credits include “Marriage Story,” “Jay
Kelly,” “Frances Ha,” “White Noise” and
“The Squid and the Whale.” He has also
co-wrien “Fantastic Mr. Fox” and “Bar-
bie,” among other popular works. Baum-
bach has received four Academy Award
nominations, as well as nominations
from the Golden Globes and Writers
Guild of America. Image courtesy of Wikimedia

Commons.
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