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There’s a particular electricity that ripples through the internet when a love story hits just right. You
can feel it in the fan art, the comment sections, the breathless posts that all say the same thing in
different words: this mattered to me.

Watch the Latest Stories Here

Right now, that electricity has a name…Heated Rivalry.

Rachel Reid’s beloved hockey romance didn’t just find a readership; it built a community. And with
its recent screen adaptation starring Hudson Williams and Conner Storrie, handled with the utmost
care and respect to its source material—it’s become something bigger than a singular book or a
show. It’s a moment. One that has readers, viewers, and creators leaning forward instead of bracing
themselves.

As a gay man who writes gay love stories for a living, I’m watching this frenzy with equal parts joy
and recognition. Because what Heated Rivalry proves, loudly and unmistakably, is that audiences
are hungry for queer stories that center yearning, intimacy, heat, and devotion without trauma
being the entry fee.

Let me be clear: stories about coming out, closeting, and survival are vital. They always have been.
Many of us found our first reflections there, and I would never argue they don’t deserve space.

But after coming out? Our story continues. It must. So these can’t be the only stories we’re allowed
to tell.

What makes Heated Rivalry feel revolutionary isn’t just the chemistry or the slow-burn intensity. It’s
the freedom. These are two men allowed to want each other openly. To ache. To choose love not as a
rebellion, but as a given. Their conflict isn’t rooted in shame for who they are. It’s rooted in timing,
ambition, fear, and the terrifying vulnerability of loving someone deeply.

That distinction matters. It changes what feels possible. 

I can’t help but think about how different things might have felt if stories like this had existed when I
was growing up. If I’d seen two men allowed to love each other openly without shame as the central
conflict, without tragedy as the inevitable endpoint…I might have understood much earlier that my
future didn’t have to be smaller than my straight peers’.

That’s why it brings me such genuine happiness to see the explosion of queer young adult literature
right now. So many queer authors are writing directly to the kids we once were. They’re telling them
that their stories matter. That their crushes are worthy of narrative weight.  That joy is not something
they have to wait for. Representation doesn’t just reflect reality…it expands it. And watching younger
readers grow up with that knowledge already in their hands feels like a quiet, necessary kind of
miracle.

For so long, queer joy has been treated like a reward you earn after enduring enough pain. As if
happiness must be justified by suffering. But joy, especially queer joy, is not frivolous. It’s radical. It’s
connective. It’s what tells younger versions of ourselves that a full, romantic, swoony future is not
only possible, but waiting.

And this moment matters all the more given the cultural and political landscape we’re living in right
now. At a time when queer lives are being legislated, debated, and deliberately erased in classrooms,
libraries, and public discourse, stories like this are not escapism; they’re resistance. Joy is not
apolitical. It is a refusal to let fear have the final word.

When queer stories are visible, celebrated, and allowed to exist without apology or punishment, they
become a counterweight to the narrative that our lives are fragile or expendable. That visibility,
especially when it’s joyful and unapologetically tender, pushes back against the idea that queerness
must be hidden, explained, or defended to deserve space. In moments like this, love stories aren’t
frivolous. They’re grounding. 

They remind us what we’re fighting to protect.
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The response to this adaptation proves that readers and viewers aren’t just ready for that future,
they’re demanding it.

What’s also been deeply moving to witness is how fiercely the book community has rallied around
Rachel Reid. This adaptation didn’t feel extractive or careless. It felt collaborative. Intentional. Like a
love letter written by people who understood exactly why the story mattered in the first place.

One thing I can’t help but notice, after spending far too much time online during all of this, is how
narrowly expertise is sometimes defined when queer stories break through. Much of the media
conversation has centered on women discussing the impact of MM romance, often thoughtfully
and with genuine care, while gay men writing these stories remain largely absent from the
discourse. This isn’t about blame or entitlement, it’s about expansion. If this moment truly
represents progress, then the next step is ensuring queer creators are invited into the conversation
not just as subjects, but as voices with lived experience and creative authority.

But I want to be very clear about something here: this is not, and should never be framed as, a men
vs. women conversation. I’ve grown increasingly frustrated watching some voices online, particularly
gay men who aren’t even engaged with the romance genre, reduce this moment to accusations of
“fetishization” or dismiss the women who have built and sustained this space. Romance exists
because of women. Full stop. Their labor, advocacy, readership, and refusal to let love stories be
trivialized are the reasons this genre survived long enough for queer stories to flourish within it.

I love the women authors in my life with my whole heart. I owe my career, and frankly, parts of my
life, to them. Many of the stories that made me believe in romance at all were written by women.
Advocating for more queer stories written by queer men does not require erasing the incredible
work women have done. There is room for both gratitude and growth.

And that’s where Heated Rivalry feels instructive.

I’ve heard my queer colleagues say they don’t think this moment will change anything in
publishing. That it’s an anomaly. A lightning strike. Hell, even Brock McGillis, the first openly gay pro
hockey player, voiced concerns that “HBO’s Heated Rivalry won’t significantly help current players
come out.”

I understand that skepticism. I respect it. But respectfully, I disagree.

Progress doesn’t always arrive as a sweeping overhaul. Sometimes it’s quieter. A door cracking open.
A shift in who gets to be visible. A recalibration of what’s considered viable, desirable, worthy of
investment.

And this feels like one of those moments.

Because the desire is undeniable. Readers are clamoring for more queer love stories. They’re not
asking for tragedy. They’re asking for romance. For heat. For softness. For happily-ever-afters that
don’t come with an asterisk.

They’re asking for joy.

For readers newly discovering MM romance through Heated Rivalry, I hope this moment becomes
an invitation to go deeper. Because the shelves are full of queer men writing love stories that are
joyful, sexy, tender, and expansive.

Authors like Julian Winters, Edward Underhill, Adib Khorram, Edward Schmit, Kosoko Jackson,
Robby Weber, Jason June, Jeffrey K. Davenport, Dustin, Thao, Page Powers, Mason Deaver, Jonny
Garza Villa, TJ Alexander, Ryan Douglass, Sidney Karger, Dylan Drakes, A. J. Truman, Philip Ellis, Tom
Vellner, and so, so many others have been crafting romances and love-centered stories that honor
queer desire without centering suffering as the cost of entry. Their work spans contemporary,
historical, and young adult spaces but what unites them is an insistence that queer characters get
softness, yearning, and real joy on the page.

And the next wave is already here. Upcoming releases from queer and BIPOC authors continue to
prove that there is no single way to tell a love story. Only more room to tell them. If the current fervor
around Heated Rivalry signals anything, it’s that readers are ready to meet these books where they
are: with open hearts and an appetite for joy.

And as someone who builds my work around that very premise, I feel both validated and energized.
My career…my joy as a writer…exists because I once asked a simple question: What if queer men got
the same rom-com magic I grew up loving?

Stories where we fall in love loudly. Where the ending doesn’t punish us for daring to hope.

And yes, sometimes those stories include hockey players. Sometimes they include former gods-
turned-funeral directors, business owners, doctors, pilots, etc. Sometimes, if anyone’s interested,
they might even include runners. (I ran track in high school and college, and I’m just saying: if you
want a track romance, call me. Runners have phenomenal butts. This is meticulously reviewed data.)

Heated Rivalry didn’t create the demand for queer joy. It revealed it.

And for those of us who have been writing toward that joy all along, this doesn’t feel small.

It feels like the beginning of something more.

About Chip Pons
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belief that everyone deserves their happily ever after. When he isn’t writing, Chip can be found
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