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'Heated Rivalry' and collective joy at
Nashville’s queer hockey rave
How the gay hockey romance is impacting Nashville

Feb. 2, 2026, 6:03 a.m. ET
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'Heated Rivalry' brings men to tears, laughter. See the viral videos.

"Heated Rivalry," HBO's queer hockey drama, has taken off on social media and its male audience is fanning out over

the show.

With Nashville frozen over, the city has been in desperate need of a reheat.

The Club 90s touring "Heated RivalRave" couldn't have come at a better
time.

On Jan. 30, the Brooklyn Bowl hosted a sold-out "Heated Rivalry" dance
party with 1,200 of the TV show's most ravenous fans.

Fans shrieked, danced and basked in collective fandom on a sweaty,
packed dance floor, all while gazing up at spicy fan edits synced to 2000s
bangers.

The night was more than a party. It was a euphoric assembly of Nashville's
queer community and allies.

Need a news break? Check out the all new PLAY hub with puzzles, games and more!

The HBO Max series, which was released Nov. 28, has taken over pop
culture as the steamiest romance on the scene.

The Jacob Tierney-directed small budget Canadian series follows two male
professional hockey players, Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov, who fall
into lust, and eventually, love.

Based on a book series by Rachel Reid, the show is already confirmed for
another season.

More: How 'Heated Rivalry' went nuclear with graphic gay sex, hockey, memes

With more than 9 million U.S. viewers per episode, the craze has
catapulted lead actors Hudson Williams and Connor Storrie into the
spotlight.

Hockey games, or as the internet is calling them, "boy aquariums," have
seen a robust boosts in sales. Artists on the show's soundtrack, including
one Nashvillian, have seen new streaming heights.

LGBTQ+ visibility in sports has reached a new peak as athletes around the
world watch the show and feel new strength and solidarity to come out as
gay.

At its core, "Heated Rivalry" is a love story for the ages. And it's traveled all
the way from Canada to the American South.

The rave has visited Los Angeles, New York, Boston, Dallas and more, with
dozens of stops still ahead. It will return to Nashville on Feb. 15.

Nashville's 'Heated Rivalry' fandom shows up and out

As Tennesseans deal with the lingering power outages from Winter Storm
Fern, morale has been low.

"When your power is out for weeks in Nashville and the Heated Rivalrave
is the only thing keeping you going," one TikTok user said.

From 9 p.m. to 12 a.m., partygoers traded their winter coats for hockey
jerseys, fishnets and glitter.

Fans exchanged bracelets with beaded catchphrases from the show, à la
Swifties during the "Eras Tour."

Cassidy Hayes, age 18, and Daisy Binder, 19, showed up in matching
Hollander and Rozanov jerseys.

"The energy is actually immaculate. It's beautiful. Growth ... you see it (in)
2026!" Binder said.
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"Especially in the South, this is amazing to see," Hayes said. "Keep this
energy up."

New friends Josh Brown and Caroline Brooks found the event from a post
on TikTok.

"The comments were full of people that said they wanted to go but didn't
want to go alone. Some girl created a GroupMe, and there's 15 of us here
that met through the GroupMe," Brooks said.

They all came from different places. Brown traveled from Crossville,
Tennessee, about two hours away.
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"It feels huge that it was big enough to make a second night for it here,"
Brooks said.

"It's brought a lot of people together," Brown added.

As disco balls spun and lights flashed, hits by Britney Spears, Lady Gaga,
Role Model, Troye Sivan and Harry Styles blasted. Compilations of the
show's most memorable moments played on a screen behind the DJ.

Fans screeched when their favorite characters appeared on the screen, and
no pearls were clutched when Shane and Ilya's sexiest moments popped
up.

On the technical side, the evening was not without its challenges, but most
partygoers didn't mind.

It was a choppier dance party — the chatty DJ Zoobiana addressed the
crowd between songs, calling folks onstage for dance-offs.

A malfunction made the edits blurry; the bass in some songs came through
distorted.

Nashville singer featured on the 'Heated Rivalry'
soundtrack

While the rave only featured two songs from the show, all of the
soundtrack's artists have experienced major upticks in streaming
numbers.

It has changed Nashville pop singer Ellisa Sun's life.

Her song "Unravel" plays in the show's final episode over a car radio
during a pivotal scene.

Sun's L.A.-based agency, which showcases Asian-American artists, landed
her the spot on the soundtrack. They called it a "minor placement" on a
low-budget limited series. Now, the song has reached more than 780,000
streams.

"It feels really cool to see the numbers," Sun said. "I've been at this for a
long time, and this felt like a big break."

One of the show's major themes is Asian representation, and for Sun, a
queer, Asian-American artist, it's been "surreal" to be part of a project that
showcases these identities.
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She can feel her fan base growing.

"I love that the people listening are younger people who obviously are not
homophobic," she said.

"I want to feel like I'm supporting a story that is beautiful."

'This is just about love'

Halfway through the party, it got political.

The crowd reached its peak volume, chanting "f*** ICE." The DJ criticized
President Donald Trump.

The audience lifted their middle fingers in the air, protesting the
nationwide ICE raids that have left two people dead in Minneapolis,
Minnesota.

Partygoer Chris Stanley said the moment made him tear up.

He attended with his husband, Marc Greeley, and the two knew the night
would be "a safe space."

"Isn't it amazing how we're all bonding about a queer love story without
violence? So often queer stories are about violence, suffering," Stanley
said. "This is just about love."

"For parents, I think it's an important story," Greeley added.

"The homophobia, for them, comes from a place of terror for their children
having a marginalized place in the world. It's a story about being in that
place can be beautiful. It can have a really positive impact on your life," he
said.
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Key Points

A sold-out dance party in Nashville celebrated the hit HBO Max series "Heated Rivalry."

The show follows a romance between two male professional hockey players and has boosted LGBTQ+
visibility.

Fans gathered at the Brooklyn Bowl, creating a safe space for the queer community and allies.

The series has also brought new success to artists on its soundtrack, including Nashville singer Ellisa
Sun.

Dancing and Singing All Night: Heated RivalRave Lights Up Brooklyn Bowl Nashville

Brooklyn Bowl Comes Alive as Fans Dance the Night Away at the sold out Heated RivalRave in Nashville

35 Photos VIEW GALLERY

The crowd yells for their favorite dancer picked from the crowd for a spontaneous dance competition onstage

during the "Heated RivalRave" at Brooklyn Bowl in Nashville on Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. NICOLE HESTER / THE

TENNESSEAN

Baylee Huges stands next to Paul Vaughn while he shoes off his shirt for a photo during the "Heated RivalRave" at

Brooklyn Bowl in Nashville on Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. NICOLE HESTER / THE TENNESSEAN

Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander, left, and Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov in "Heated Rivalry." Sabrina

Lantos/HBO Max

Cal Petty and Blair Petty hold each other while the two wear jerseys from the show during the "Heated RivalRave" at

Brooklyn Bowl in Nashville on Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. NICOLE HESTER / THE TENNESSEAN

After the crowd leaves Lillian Lowe does the splits and throws confetti over herself for a photo after the "Heated

RivalRave" at Brooklyn Bowl in Nashville on Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. NICOLE HESTER / THE TENNESSEAN

People respond as clips from "Heated Rivalry" are played during the "Heated RivalRave" at Brooklyn Bowl in

Nashville on Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. NICOLE HESTER / THE TENNESSEAN

Jarett Austin kisses Kaitlyn Burke for a photo at Burke's request while Ciara McCoy and Kaitlynn Worst react during

the "Heated RivalRave" at Brooklyn Bowl in Nashville on Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. NICOLE HESTER / THE TENNESSEAN

People dance and react as clips from "Heated Rivalry" are played during the "Heated RivalRave" at Brooklyn Bowl in

Nashville on Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. NICOLE HESTER / THE TENNESSEAN

Joshua Lovelace and Anthony Gentz kiss on the dance floor during the "Heated RivalRave" at Brooklyn Bowl in

Nashville on Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. NICOLE HESTER / THE TENNESSEAN

Confetti falls onto the crowd during the "Heated RivalRave" at Brooklyn Bowl in Nashville on Friday, Jan. 30, 2026.

NICOLE HESTER / THE TENNESSEAN
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FAIR WIND 2 Pack Oversized…
Padded Camping Chair Heavy$113.99
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Cordless Vacuum Cleaner, 650W 55KP…
70Mins Vacuum Cleaners for Home, Self-
Standing Stick Vacuum with Anti-Tangle

Brush & OLED Touch Screen, Vacuum
Cleaner for Hardwood Floors,Carpet,Pet

Hair,Car (Red)

(1,723)
$12349 $129.99

Shop now

Advertisement

Advertisement

MARKETPLACE
Search For & Place Classifieds

SUBSCRIBE NOW
Save 50% on 1 Year

News Sports Business Go Knoxville Real Estate Advertise Obituaries eNewspaper Legals Subscribe Sign In

https://www.knoxnews.com/
https://www.knoxnews.com/
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?display=popup&app_id=467840561099369&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knoxnews.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2026%2F02%2F02%2Fheated-rivalry-rave-nashville-review%2F88303139007%2F
https://x.com/intent/post?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knoxnews.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2026%2F02%2F02%2Fheated-rivalry-rave-nashville-review%2F88303139007%2F&text=%27Heated%20Rivalry%27%20and%20collective%20joy%20at%20Nashville%E2%80%99s%20queer%20hockey%20rave&via=knoxnews
mailto:?subject='Heated%20Rivalry'%20and%20collective%20joy%20at%20Nashville%E2%80%99s%20queer%20hockey%20rave%20-%20from%20Knoxville%20News%20Sentinel&body='Heated%20Rivalry'%20and%20collective%20joy%20at%20Nashville%E2%80%99s%20queer%20hockey%20rave%0A%0AThe%20Brooklyn%20Bowl%20hosted%20a%20sweaty%2C%20steamy%20sold-out%20%22Heated%20Rivalry%22%20rave.%20But%20it%20was%20more%20than%20a%20party.%20Here's%20why.%0A%0ACheck%20out%20this%20story%20on%20knoxnews.com%3A%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knoxnews.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2026%2F02%2F02%2Fheated-rivalry-rave-nashville-review%2F88303139007%2F
https://go.skimresources.com/?id=83224X1595658&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.livenation.com%2Fevent%2FG5viZ_eNGeHZ4%2Fclub-90s-presents-heated-rivalrave&xcust=SC1-PKNS_u5gViEgMpEYYlmmmVBb3FUB&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knoxnews.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2026%2F02%2F02%2Fheated-rivalry-rave-nashville-review%2F88303139007%2F
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rdaniel-foster/2026/01/20/heated-rivalry-becomes-nationwide-rave-phenomenon/
https://play.usatoday.com/?itm_source=SPIKE&itm_campaign=PLAYSPIKE&itm_medium=ONSITE
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/entertainment/tv/2025/12/22/how-heated-rivalry-took-over-tv-with-graphic-gay-sex-hockey-romance/87883137007/
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/entertainment/celebrities/2025/12/29/hudson-williams-connor-storrie-heated-rivalry-ember-ice-project/87949862007/
https://www.vogue.com/article/is-heated-rivalry-coaxing-real-life-athletes-out-of-the-closet
https://go.skimresources.com/?id=83224X1595658&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vividseats.com%2Fheated-rivalrave-tickets%2Fperformer%2F508220&xcust=SC1-PKNS_u5EZQmiOix7o3bbYUYVqObV&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knoxnews.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2026%2F02%2F02%2Fheated-rivalry-rave-nashville-review%2F88303139007%2F
https://www.brooklynbowl.com/nashville/events/detail/club-90s-presents-heated-rivalrave-g5viz_esomjxb
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/2026/02/01/nashville-weather-forecast-updates-as-37000-go-without-power/88461760007/
https://www.tiktok.com/@emmaapplebome/video/7601911341368020279?_r=1&_t=ZP-93Z0CIVA371
https://www.knoxnews.com/picture-gallery/entertainment/music/2024/04/30/see-the-friendship-bracelets-given-to-taylor-swift-on-eras-tour/73512781007/
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/2026/01/28/what-is-the-ice-presence-like-in-atlanta-what-we-already-know/88397064007/
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/nation/2026/01/24/hooting-minneapolis-minnesota-federal-agents/88336260007/
https://www.tennessean.com/staff/8382022001/audrey-gibbs/
https://www.knoxnews.com/picture-gallery/entertainment/2026/02/02/see-photos-from-the-heated-rivalrave-at-brooklyn-bowl-in-nashville/88464575007/
https://cm.knoxnews.com/site-feedback/?platform=Tangent-Desktop&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knoxnews.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2026%2F02%2F02%2Fheated-rivalry-rave-nashville-review%2F88303139007%2F&marketName=knoxnews&cta=Right-Rail
https://www.knoxnews.com/
https://subscribe.knoxnews.com/rr/nanobar?gps-source=CPTILELEFT&itm_campaign=2026ENTJANBAUP&itm_medium=ONSITE&success-url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knoxnews.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2026%2F02%2F02%2Fheated-rivalry-rave-nashville-review%2F88303139007%2F
https://subscribe.knoxnews.com/rr/masthead?gps-source=CPMASTHEAD&itm_campaign=2026ENTJANBAUP&itm_medium=ONSITE&success-url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knoxnews.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2026%2F02%2F02%2Fheated-rivalry-rave-nashville-review%2F88303139007%2F
https://www.knoxnews.com/news/
https://www.knoxnews.com/sports/
https://www.knoxnews.com/business/
https://www.knoxnews.com/go-knoxville/
https://www.knoxnews.com/real-estate
https://advertising.usatoday.com/advertise-with-us/?cid=Web_LiQ_Network_AdvertiseWithUs_AdvertiseInquiry&publication=knox_news_the_knoxville_news_sentinel&utm_source=local_publication&utm_medium=menu&utm_campaign=advertise_with_us
https://www.knoxnews.com/obituaries
https://user.knoxnews.com/user/enewspaper
https://www.knoxnews.com/public-notices
https://www.knoxnews.com/search/
https://www.knoxnews.com/weather/
https://subscribe.knoxnews.com/rr/navsub?gps-source=CPTOPNAVBAR&itm_campaign=2026ENTJANBAUP&itm_medium=ONSITE&success-url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knoxnews.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2026%2F02%2F02%2Fheated-rivalry-rave-nashville-review%2F88303139007%2F
https://login.knoxnews.com/PKNS-GUP/authenticate/?success-url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knoxnews.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2026%2F02%2F02%2Fheated-rivalry-rave-nashville-review%2F88303139007%2F&cancel-url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knoxnews.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2026%2F02%2F02%2Fheated-rivalry-rave-nashville-review%2F88303139007%2F
https://www.knoxnews.com/


Advertisement

© 2026 www.knoxnews.com. All rights reserved.

"I wouldn't change being gay for anything."

Audrey Gibbs is a music journalist at The Tennessean. You can reach her
at agibbs@tennessean.com.

If you purchase through our links, the USA Today Network may earn a
commission. Prices were accurate at the time of publication but may change.
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