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‘We’re selling out games’: How
Heated Rivalry changed London’s
ice hockey scene
The hit tale of stick-crossed lovers is making an impact in the capital
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Back in the early 2000s, when David Beckham was at the height of his
fame, The Sun newspaper claimed to have found the only person on the
planet who hadn’t heard of him: a shepherd in Chad. I wonder if that
shepherd has escaped the impact of Heated Rivalry, the viral Canadian
ice hockey show that follows the tale of stick-crossed lovers Shane
Hollander and Ilya Rozanov.

Heated Rivalry’s impact has been nothing short of monumental. It has
made stars of its lead actors, Hudson Williams and Connor Storrie, who
went from total unknowns to Olympic torch bearers in a matter of
months. It prompted a professional ice hockey player to publicly come
out, sparking a flurry of headlines. The Prime Minister of Canada, Mark
Carney, is a fan. It was name-checked by New York City’s mayor, Zohran
Mamdani, who gave New Yorkers free online library access to the book
series the show is based on during the city’s snowstorms this week.
There was a 529 per cent increase in downloads as a result.
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And it’s even made its way over to London. Streatham RedHawks, the
capital’s longest-running and most popular ice hockey team, noticed a
spike in ticket sales as soon as the series started airing in the UK. “We've
sold out to the last three weekends, which I can't not think is to do with
the show,” says Dylan Dix, a player at the RedHawks. “Ever since the
show came out, we’ve had a lot more interest,” agrees manager Graham
D’Anger, who says “nothing of this scale” has happened to ice hockey in
the UK before. “It’s both in terms of playing and people coming down to
watch. Our ticket sales have increased by 15 per cent.”

Dix and his fellow players are getting their own taste of the Shane and
Ilya star treatment, making appearances in local bookshops while
dressed in full kit, and being interviewed on BBC Radio London. This
kind of attention is all very unexpected for the RedHawks, who aren’t
accustomed to the kind of fame that surrounds NHL players (the
Canadian-American league that Hollander and Rozanov play in).

DY L A N  D I X

STREATHAM REDHAWKS

Streatham RedHawks aren’t even in the UK’s top league. That would be
the Elite Ice Hockey League, which is led by teams like the Belfast
Giants, Cardiff Devils and Nottingham Panthers. The RedHawks are one
level down, in the National Ice Hockey League. Ice hockey players in this
league aren’t paid enough to be full-time, so Dix and his teammates
have full-time jobs to support themselves. “It’s a labour of love,” says
team captain Ryan Watt, who works at Heathrow Airport when he’s not
on the ice. “Being 36, I'm one of the oldest in the league. But I can't see
myself retiring anytime soon either. I'll keep playing until the body gives
up.”

R E C O M M E N D E D

Heated Rivalry might be known for its tenderness, but ice hockey is not
for the faint-hearted. Anyone who’s attended an ice hockey game will
know that things frequently get aggressive, and injuries are common.
“It's rough, it's physical. We have fights,” Watt says. “I've had surgery on
my right knee once, surgery on my left hip twice. My two front teeth
aren't mine. I’ve had maybe 18 stitches in my face, broken both hands.
Both AC joints in my shoulders. I'm sure there's more.”

STREATHAM REDHAWKS

“I’ve had a broken kneecap, torn MCL,” Dix adds, “separated shoulders,
wrist surgery, broken hands, broken fingers, concussions, broken
noses, stitches, sprained ankles, broken feet. There's a lot. It'd probably
be easier to list what I haven't hurt to be honest. But that’s what makes
the game exciting. It’s worth the risk.”

Dix, Watt and D’Anger are admittedly addicted to the game, and they
hope Heated Rivalry will inspire a whole new legion of fans. “I haven't
met many people who have just been to one hockey game,” Dix says. “If
they've been to one, they've gone back.”

It’s safe to say the Streatham RedHawks are enjoying their time in the
sun, then. “Hopefully it's a long time in the sun,” Dix laughs, “and it really
grows the support, both worldwide and especially in the UK, where
there's lots of room for growth.”
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