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On a cool February afternoon, crowds huddled toward the Pride wall

outside the Nest to seek warmth, but not of the electric variety: this heat

would emanate from what some were hoping might be a potential hunk

parade.

Months after the Performative Male contest  hosted by the Gender, Race,

Sexuality and Social Justice Undergraduate Society (GRSJUA), event

organizers Nayis Majumder and friends decided to throw their second

event on their own. This time, it aimed to get a little less family-friendly.

The Feb. 10 Heated Rivalry Lookalike Contest was a chance for guys who

wear hockey jerseys to class and anyone who can do a Russian accent to

compete to be UBC’s very own Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov.

Minutes after the event’s start time, large masses began to form. Against the

wall stood a judges’ table and a red children’s hockey net. Students stood

around claiming disinterest about the event, yet proceeded to get on tiptoes

and crane their necks trying to goggle the growing contestant pool.

“All the Things She Said” by t.A.T.u. played on speakers as Majumder

encouraged more Shane and Ilya look-alikes to join the competition. The

prize was a $25 AMS gift card, free hockey sticks, the coveted right to boast

that you bear some resemblance to men who have been thrust into mega-

fame as sex icons and $5 cash.

In case you’ve been living under a thousand rocks, Heated Rivalry is more

than just a TV show adaptation of a gay hockey romance novel with lots of

(graphic) sex. It is that — but it’s also a cultural phenomenon.

We are in a Heated Rivalry deluge. There’s Heated Rivalry full-season

watchathons, Heated Rivalry-themed trivia nights and dance parties and

even Heated Rivalry transit rallies . The leads — Hudson Williams and

Connor Storrie — were torch bearers for the Winter Olympics, and the

Prime Minister of Canada was recently on a red carpet pulling Hudson

Williams’ leg up to his waist . Heated Rivalry is perhaps the biggest thing

to come out of Canada since Justin Bieber. So it’s no surprise that look-

alike competitions of the two leads began popping up, and where better to

do one than in Williams’s college town?

It was clear that the contestants were there to win. There was a Shane from

Montreal, a Shane who’d seen the show four times and a Shane who

claimed their reason for qualification should be that they also “like dicks.”

As for the Ilyas, two were real-life Russians, one was the infamous AMS

Mascot ‘Birb’ and one was a bandana-wearing man who didn’t go to UBC,

had never seen the show before and didn’t know which one of the two he

looked more like.

With such strong contestants in the running, the competition began with

the fashion show catwalk to weed out the heavy-hitters and see who really

looked the part.

Majumder and his fellow organizers held up large portraits of the actors on

the balcony above the pride wall as the Shanes in Canucks jerseys and black

hoodies began strutting back and forth. The audience formed a semicircle

and cheered for the contestants with especially loud screams for a Shane

drinking a can of Canada Dry. The Ilyas received similar fanfare, with some

competitors sending flying kisses and flashing their abdomens to rile the

crowd up. One waved around their Russian passport.

Due to the already small contestant pool, the only person eliminated in

round one was the aforementioned bandana man, who seemed happy just to

have been there. The second round, however, made the competition more

serious: sounding the part. Judges passed around pages with quotes from the

show, and a nervous hush fell over the crowd.

The first contestant, Birb — our non-verbal anthropomorphic mascot —

was exempt from the speaking part and instead made some indelicate

gestures with their wings that elicited oh’s from the surrounding audience.

The Ilyas, especially the Russian ones, began soaring ahead of the

competition with their ability to recite the actual Russian dialogue.

The dialogue most Shanes chose to say was one from episode four, where

Shane says “I prefer being the hole than the peg,” insinuating his preferred

sexual dynamic in bed and provoking scandalized gasps from the audience.

Things were, as one of the judges put it, getting “hot and spicy.”

It’s obvious from the uptick of look-alike contests, the public embracement

of the show, and how our professors cringe when they accidentally say the

numbers six and seven in succession, that what were once niche corners of

the internet are bleeding into the real world. A few years ago, saying the

word “yaoi” in a public setting might have ostracized you as a weird kid.

Now, it’s proof of nothing more than being au courant. Chioma

Ezeonyejiaku, a psychology student at UBC, and one of the judges, said that

“events like this bring people out of their shells. People get to meet new

people and realize that they're not the only person who's interested in this

— [they're] not a weird kid.”

The next round of the competition had the Shanes and Ilyas pair up to play

hockey against each other. With long sticks and balls in hand, a series of

unsubtle, crass jokes emerged from the competitors.

“Who doesn’t love balls?” said a Shane to a groan from the audience, with

another Shane holding the stick between their thighs. There were

exaggerated stretching manoeuvres and more sips taken of Canada Drys.

Judging was based on how well the contestants did at playing kid hockey

and how well they worked together. After they faced off, the competition

was reduced to its final three pairs.

As the cold evening settled in, the promenade outside the Nest was flooded

with beautiful purple blue bisexual lighting from the courtyard lampposts,

perfect for bringing the atmosphere to its concluding steamy segment: the

chemistry round. Contestants were paired and given scripts of the infamous

‘Cottage’ scene from episode six. Unfortunately, Birb had to be eliminated

here because they couldn’t compete in the chemistry round for HR reasons.

Things got more physical quickly. The first pair decided to lay on the ground

and exchange romantic dialogue before Ilya picked Shane up into his arms

and carried him away, to the mad delight of onlookers. Then followed the

other two pairs who gave each other piggy back rides and laid heads in laps

to the mild disappointment of an audience chanting “kiss, kiss, kiss.” At

this, the judges had to make a statement on the importance of consent.

At the end of the competition, winners were declared: Adrien Chaput won

as Shane Hollander, and Nikita Strygun won as Ilya Rozanov.

“In another lifetime, I'm a hockey player from Russia who comes to the

USA and likes men as well, that's on the table,” Strygun said in an

interview. He added, though, that it’s unlikely that it would be on the table

for this lifetime.

Campus can sometimes feel isolating, and Majumder and friends think it’s

important to let students have non-academic events that are whimsical and

engaging. The look-alike contest did more than just get people hot and

bothered, it celebrated queer joy on campus collectively.

“When you engage in advocacy, especially with students who are young and

always online, you want to engage with them in a way that is authentic and

real. We're trying to get our fellow students to engage in community and

activism in a way that's fun and joyous and celebratory,” Kevin Nicklin,

another judge, said.

People yearn for community, and for spaces outside their phones to get

together and get silly, and the ones successfully bringing such whimsy to

campus are Majumder and friends. Their next event is a trivia night with

GRSJUA at Greta YVR called “So you think you’re the Woker?”

The Heated Rivalry look-alike contest did more than give us a good time, it

let us all participate in guiltless public freakery. When else are students

allowed to gather, even if just for an hour, to make crass dick jokes, ethically

ogle our peers and scream-cheer at two guys picking each other up bridal

style? Perhaps what we all needed during this midterm season is to get a

little less serious, and get a little more heated.

First online Feb. 20, 2026, midnight

Share this article    

Submit a complaint  Report a correction

Nivita Dutta Author

See more from Nivita Dutta

Aleah Kippan Photographer

See more from Aleah Kippan

More on Student life

Pataka Esports Festival celebrates
South Asian culture

Pea Man goes mask-off with aura-
farming competition in the Nest

Twelve Days of Completely Secular
Yuletide: Eight Crazy Nights is the
second worst thing to happen to the
Jewish People in the past two
centuries

Philosophizing and essay-writing
with the UBC Ballpoint Society

Sri Lankan Student’s Association
gives love a green flag at blind dating
event

The UBC Tea Club is back in brewing
business

GAY HOCKEY//

Heated Rivalry look-alike contest heats up campus
Nivita Dutta with photos by Aleah Kippan  ·  Feb. 20, 2026

In case you’ve been living under a thousand rocks, Heated Rivalry is more than just a TV show. Aleah Kippan / The Ubyssey

Michael J. Fox's Son, 36, Doctors Officially Confirmed
That He…
SF

OPEN

There was a Shane from Montreal, a Shane who’d seen the show four times and a Shane who claimed their reason for
qualification should be that they also “like dicks.” Aleah Kippan / The Ubyssey

Michael J. Fox's Son, 36, Doctors Officially Confirmed
That He…
Outlier Model

OPEN

People yearn for community, and for spaces outside their phones to get together and get silly. Aleah Kippan / The Ubyssey

 

The Ubyssey is an independent, non-profit,

public service student press covering the

University of British Columbia community

since 1918.

NEST 2208, 6133 University Blvd.

Vancouver, BC Canada V6T 1Z1

SECTIONS

News

Opinion

Features

Culture

Sports

Research

Humour

Photo

CONNECT

RSS feed

Newsletter

Bluesky

YouTube

TikTok

Instagram

ABOUT

Our Journalism

CONTACT

Masthead

Advertising

JOIN

Apply

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Ubyssey acknowledges we operate on the traditional, ancestral and stolen territories of the Coast Salish peoples including the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm
(Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw (Squamish) and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) nations.

© 2026 The Ubyssey

 News Opinion Features Culture Sports Research Humour Photo

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSft99fUQ3oZZ4BZiZeIRZmVYY80daqXxjZxLj29or2HmTnmnA/viewform?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/RbJjhEpqqt7tz4AF6
http://ubyssey.ca/authors/nivita-dutta/
http://ubyssey.ca/authors/nivita-dutta/
http://ubyssey.ca/authors/aleah-kippan/
http://ubyssey.ca/authors/aleah-kippan/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/the-grsjua-gets-performative-with-contest-outside-the-nest/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/vancouver/article/hudson-williams-lookalike-contest-planned-in-vancouver-on-heated-rivalry-stars-birthday/
https://youtu.be/Pbrhg5NfeYA?t=240
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/pataka-esports-festival-celebrates-south-asian-culture/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/pataka-esports-festival-celebrates-south-asian-culture/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/pea-man-goes-mask-off-with-aura-farming-competition-in-the-nest/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/pea-man-goes-mask-off-with-aura-farming-competition-in-the-nest/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/twelve-days-of-completely-secular-yuletide-ieight-crazy-nightsi-is-the-second-worst-thing-to-happen-to-the-jewish-people-in-the-past-two-centuries/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/twelve-days-of-completely-secular-yuletide-ieight-crazy-nightsi-is-the-second-worst-thing-to-happen-to-the-jewish-people-in-the-past-two-centuries/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/philosophizing-and-essay-writing-with-the-ubc-ballpoint-society/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/philosophizing-and-essay-writing-with-the-ubc-ballpoint-society/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/sri-lankan-students-association-gives-love-a-green-flag-at-blind-dating-event/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/sri-lankan-students-association-gives-love-a-green-flag-at-blind-dating-event/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/the-ubc-tea-club-is-back-in-brewing-business/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/the-ubc-tea-club-is-back-in-brewing-business/
https://ubyssey.ca/topic/student-life/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/iheated-rivalryi-lookalike-contest-heats-up-campus/#
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/iheated-rivalryi-lookalike-contest-heats-up-campus/#
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/iheated-rivalryi-lookalike-contest-heats-up-campus/#
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/iheated-rivalryi-lookalike-contest-heats-up-campus/#
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/iheated-rivalryi-lookalike-contest-heats-up-campus/#
https://ubyssey.ca/news/
https://ubyssey.ca/opinion/
https://ubyssey.ca/features/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/
https://ubyssey.ca/sports/
https://ubyssey.ca/research/
https://ubyssey.ca/humour/
https://ubyssey.ca/photo/
https://ubyssey.ca/rss
https://ubyssey.ca/newsletter
https://bsky.app/profile/ubyssey.ca
https://www.youtube.com/@theubyssey1918
https://www.tiktok.com/@theubyssey
https://www.instagram.com/ubyssey.ca/
https://ubyssey.ca/about/our-journalism/
https://ubyssey.ca/contact/masthead/
https://ubyssey.ca/advertise/
http://join.ubyssey.ca/
https://ubyssey.ca/news/
https://ubyssey.ca/opinion/
https://ubyssey.ca/features/
https://ubyssey.ca/culture/
https://ubyssey.ca/sports/
https://ubyssey.ca/research/
https://ubyssey.ca/humour/
https://ubyssey.ca/photo/
https://ubyssey.ca/

