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Heated Rivalry's success may reignite LGBTQ+
publishing
The popularity of the gay romance has sparked new hope for queer book publishing,
which has grappled with book bans in recent years.

John Phillips/Getty Images

By Ariel Messman-Rucker

Mar 23, 2026

The wild success of the steamy gay hockey show Heated Rivalry
hasnʼt just turned unknown actors Hudson Williams and Connor
Storrie into budding A-listers; it also catapulted the book it s̓ adapted
from onto the New York Times bestseller list seven years aEer it was
Frst published. That s̓ despite the LGBTQ+ publishing industry
struggling under the weight of attacks from conservatives.

Even though Heated Rivalry is focused on a queer love story and
refuses to shy away from gay sex scenes, it quickly became a cultural
phenomenon, which translated into increased sales of the book of
the same name by Rachel Reid. The spicy novel, which follows years
of secret trysts between a closeted hockey star and his bisexual
Russian rival, is the second book in a series that has sold over 2.7
million copies to date, thanks in large part to the 10.6 million viewers
each episode of the show has racked up in the U.S.

“Iʼve heard some people say, ʻOh, Iʼve watched the show,̓  or ʻIʼve read
the series, and that was the Frst queer romance I ever read,̓” says
Stacy Boyd, executive editor at Harlequin Books, who works directly
with Reid. “So it s̓ opening doors that havenʼt been opened.”
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Fans gather for a Heated Rivalry lookalike contest in London earlier this year / John Phillips/Getty Images

Right-wing politiciansʼ focus on banning LGBTQ+ books in schools
and attacks on public libraries across the country have had a chilling
e\ect on the LGBTQ+ publishing industry, especially for childrens̓
and young adult books, but the entire industry has been impacted.
Combine that with queer authors and queer stories historically
having trouble getting published, and it s̓ a recipe for a lack of
diversity in publishing.

But Reid s̓ books are thriving in spite of this gloomy picture, and other
books are also beneFting from the show s̓ popularity. Boyd says
Harlequin has seen an “increased appetite” for their other gay
romance and hockey romance titles, leading it to acquire “a large
backlist of people writing queer romance” to publish under its
LGBTQ+ romance imprint, Carina Press.

This presents a rosy outlook for the publishing industry — but Boyd
and other industry professionals warn that whenever progress is
made, there is oEen pushback from conservatives, which could be
particularly lethal for the small LGBTQ+ publishing industry.

“Our administration likes to grab on to things and decide to be mad
about them, so my hope is that we wonʼt see a backlash ever, but our
government right now is unpredictable,” she says, referring to
President Donald Trumps̓ current term.

Childrens̓ literature is taking the brunt of the attacks from
Republicans that have sti`ed sales, but industry professionals and
authors of adult queer books, who say they already face a lack of
parity in the publishing industry and a lack of shelf space in
bookstores, admit that things have gotten worse during the Trump
administration.

There are some editors out there who are still committed to acquiring
LGBTQ+ novels. Still, Rebecca Podos, an author and senior literary
agent at Neighborhood Literary, says Trumps̓ presidency has led to a
“crackdown on queer stories,” and she and her colleagues have
started to get more rejections for “political reasons.”

“It s̓ really hard not to attribute it to the political climate, the
transphobia of the administration, and the fear of litigation,” Podos
says. However, she doesnʼt want authors of queer novels to stop
writing because, she says, Heated Rivalry s̓ success is proof that you
can still get published and Fnd an audience. “Of course, the hope is
that it would demonstrate the potential of these stories to publishers
that even in this climate, a queer story can be so beloved, so huge, so
important,” she adds.

Industry professionals are also starting to compare new LGBTQ+
Fction to Heated Rivalry as a way to sell a book to an agent or
publisher, but Kosoko Jackson, a Black queer Lambda Literary Award-
winning young-adult book author whose novel The Macabre came
out late last year, cautions that the pressures since Trump took odce
mean that authors are starting to feel the pinch.

The increasing number of Republican-led book bans every year that
target LGBTQ+ stories is making publishers “wary” and reinforces
“the idea these bans are successful at silencing voices,” Jackson says.

“We are seeing across the board that publishers are taking less risks,”
he says. “They are choosing to fund straight books rather than LGBT
books because it s̓ safer and they donʼt want the ire of the
administration or they donʼt want any targets on their backs, which
means there s̓ less space for queer books out there.”

Gay romance may be having a cultural moment in the wake of Heated
Rivalry, but most of the bestsellers in the genre are written by women
and marketed to women, while writers who are gay men,
transgender, or BIPOC are still facing marginalization within the
industry, and queer editors and authors say publishers lack
conFdence that other genres outside of gay romance will sell.

“I think anybody can write great stories as long as they write with
care, but there s̓ always a little bit of extra storytelling and
authenticity and richness that comes from stories of lived
experiences,” Jackson says.

Podos doesnʼt want LGBTQ+ authors to get discouraged. Instead, she
wants industry professionals to do a better job of supporting diverse
voices, even when theyʼre trying to capitalize on Heated Rivalry s̓
proFtability.

“When we talk about publishers stepping back from queer stories or
having a harder time placing queer stories, I donʼt think that should
become a cautionary tale to queer authors not to tell their stories,”
she says. “I do think queer authors should give themselves some
grace right now, particularly queer authors with intersectional
marginalizations that are being targeted right now, and that
gatekeepers — like agents, editors, publishers, even booksellers —
have to be aware of these circumstances and their impact when
theyʼre making these choices.”

This article is part of The Advocate s̓ Mar-Apr 2026 print issue,
which hits newsstands March 24. Support queer media and
subscribe — or download the issue through Apple News+, Zinio,
Nook, or PressReader.

Stay up to date with the latest in LGBTQ+ news with The Advocate’s email
newsletter, in your inbox five days a week.
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Trans editor sues DreamWorks over harassment on ‘Bad
Guys 2’

An editor who worked on the animated Flm The Bad Guys 2 is suing two major entertainment
companies behind the project — DreamWorks Animation and NBCUniversal Media — alleging anti-
trans discrimination during the Flms̓ production. Keep Reading →

By Jack Walker

Dreamworks Pictures Studios in Glendale, California, on February 17, 2021. / Michael Buckner/Penske Media via Getty Images

How a teacher and her students are bringing queer
equality to Wikipedia

During a time when LGBTQ+ history is under attack in classrooms and libraries — through “donʼt say
gay” bills, book bans, and the erasure of references to trans people on national monuments —
University of California, Berkeley, professor Juana María Rodríguez s̓ 10-year project that adds
LGBTQ+ history to Wikipedia is more important than ever. Keep Reading →

By Gisselle Palomera

Professor Juana Maria Rodríguez / Brandon Sánchez Mejia

About four in ten Americans still view homosexuality as
immoral, survey finds

Nearly four in ten Americans view homosexuality as “morally unacceptable,” according to a survey
released last week by the Pew Research Center. Keep Reading →

By Jack Walker

Among American survey respondents, 39 percent described homosexuality as morally wrong. / Rebecca Yale/Getty Images

Ric Grenell to step down as Kennedy Center president
after controversial tenure

Ric Grenell, a close ally of President Donald Trump who took control of the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts last year during an authoritarian leadership shake-up, is expected to step
down Monday as the institutions̓ president, Axios reports. Keep Reading →

By Christopher Wiggins

Kennedy Center President Richard Grenell was on hand as President Donald Trump presented Kennedy Center Honors Medals to the honorees in the Oval Office at
the White House in Washington, DC, on December 6, 2025. / John McDonnell/For The Washington Post via Getty Images

Was John Lennon gay? Paul McCartney discussed
bandmate’s sexuality rumors in unearthed interview

Shortly aEer John Lennons̓ death, his wife, Yoko Ono, told bandmate Paul McCartney that she
suspected her husband might have been gay. McCartney told Vanity Fair in a 2015 interview released
in full on Friday, coinciding with the premiere of Man on the Run, a new documentary about his life
aEer The Beatles. McCartney discussed the “rumors” around his bandmate s̓ sexuality, plus other hot-
button topics about their time as The Beatles, in an interview with Joe Hagan. Keep Reading →

By Jack Walker

John Lennon (left) addressed rumors around the sexuality of his bandmate John Lennon (right) in a 2015 interview recently released in full by Vanity Fair. /
Cummings Archives/Redferns
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Ben & Jerry's cofounder needs your help to 'prevent the
destruction' of beloved ice cream brand

Despite creating one of the most successful (and delicious) brands of all time, Ben Cohen has never
thought of himself as a businessman. Keep Reading →

By Ryan Adamczeski

Ben & Jerry's founder Ben Cohen talks to The Advocate about DEI, Trump's ICE raids, and the fate of the company. / Lisa Lake/Getty Images for MoveOn

MS NOW hosts leak their group chat conversation about
politics & culture in new ‘Clock It’ podcast
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politics & culture in new ‘Clock It’ podcast

Symone Sanders Townsend and Eugene Daniels spend their days immersed in politics on television.
But the conversations that led them to launch a new podcast, they said, were already happening o\
camera, by text, on FaceTime, and in the moments aEer their shows ended. Keep Reading →

By Christopher Wiggins

MS NOW's new podcast 'Clock It' features Symone Sanders Townsend and Eugene Daniels. / MS NOW

Through remake after remake, why 'A Star Is Born' still
resonates with queer (and other) audiences

If not as old as time, it s̓ a tale as old as the movies: Two stars fall in love and marry. One s̓ career
soars as the other s̓ sinks, helped along by substance abuse. It ends with a tragedy. Keep Reading →

By Trudy Ring

Bradley Cooper and Lady Gaga in the 2018 version of 'A Star Is Born." / Warner Bros.

A new 'dream team' takes the helm at legendary queer
women's event The Dinah

The Dinah will go on. Keep Reading →

By Trudy Ring

From left: Bella Barkow and Rose Garcia / Courtesy The Dinah
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