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In a world saturated with digital content, it's rare for a show to ignite a global phenomenon,
dominating social media trends and international viewership charts, rarer still for its stars to catapult
into the stratosphere overnight. Yet, Heated Rivalry, the series adapted from a beloved book about
queer hockey players, has done just that. What began as a project fueled by passion and a shoestring
budget has become a cultural touchstone, largely thanks to the undeniable chemistry between its
leads, Hudson Williams and Connor Storrie, and its unapologetic portrayal of same-sex relationships.

Additionally, the show’s largely female fanbase has skyrocketed its ratings and spilled into the real
world, leading to a remarkable surge in NHL ticket sales and effectively bridging the gap between
young viewers and the tangible experience of live hockey. This is a feat that the NHL itself has not
achieved, only to be accomplished in a mere six-episode series. But beneath the surface of sold-out
arenas and magazine covers lies a crucial question: Can these stars withstand the heat of their
newfound fame?

Williams and Storrie, relatively unknown before their roles as Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov,
have become the faces of a cultural movement recognized as the queer hockey romance phenomenon
that has managed to shift narratives on masculinity, normalize LGBTQ+ stories and foster joy among
romance readers and hockey fans alike. Their intimate scenes, a significant draw for the show's
predominantly female audience, have blurred the lines between fiction and reality due to the actors’
incredible talent and chemistry, fostering an intense public fascination with their off-screen dynamic.
The pair, now close friends, have navigated red carpets, presented awards at the Golden Globes and
even carried the 2026 Olympic torch together.

Continuing to move up in the pop culture world, Storrie has recently hosted SNL, while Williams is
gracing the covers of Wonderland, his striking looks captivating the fashion world. What’s even more
intriguing, the famous cottage used on set for the filming of Heated Rivalry is now being rented out
as an Airbnb and is already booked until January 2028! This meteoric rise is far from the norm.
Unlike the gradual ascent most actors experience, Williams and Storrie have been thrust into the
spotlight with little preparation or media training, raising concerns about their mental well-being.

The entertainment industry is littered with cautionary tales of stars who burned too bright, too fast.
Amanda Bynes, a child star who dedicated her youth to Nickelodeon, is a stark reminder of the
potential pitfalls. Years of intense pressure and alleged abuse left her a shadow of her former self.
While Williams and Storrie appear to be handling their fame with grace, the cracks are beginning to
show. The actors, once inseparable, have consciously taken steps to establish their individual
identities, reducing joint appearances. Storrie shies away from the paparazzi, while Williams initially
embraced the attention, even playfully posing with photographers. However, a recent incident where
Williams was heckled by an audience member who called him a “D-list actor” after Williams refused
to show his face, highlights the darker side of being a celebrity.

Recently, celebrities such as Chappel Roan have drawn attention to how they are often treated
inappropriately during red carpets and runways. It is because of this that photographers have begun
to shout and demand less, with celebrities like Michael B. Jordan and Sabrina Carpenter taking
notice of the recent quiet on the carpets, highlighting the ‘Chappel Roan effect.’ Not all stars have
received this same treatment, though, which is why numerous celebrities champion mental health.
Among these advocates are Selena Gomez with Wondermind and the Rare Impact Fund, Lady Gaga
through the Born This Way Foundation, Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson sharing his battles with
depression and Ariana Grande discussing her PTSD and anxiety, all to spread awareness for mental
well-being within the entertainment industry. Mental health is a serious issue and should never be
taken lightly, which is why it is important for Williams and Storrie to take a cautious step back once
in a while, enabling them to make the smartest decisions for their careers and themselves. 

The relentless media blitz surrounding Storrie and Williams, fueled by fan expectations and an
insatiable demand for their perpetual togetherness, reeks of exploitation. While celebrities owe their
fans a degree of consideration for supporting them all the way into the limelight, this does not extend
to turning them into dancing monkeys, performing on command for the general public. These two
stars are not mere puppets; they are individuals with their own aspirations and emotions, and their
talent, not just public adoration, has propelled them to this point.

The danger lies in overexposure, because should they buckle under the pressure of this incessant
spotlight, the fickle public may tire of them once the heat from their show dies down to a simmer,
leading to their premature obsolescence. Their genuine talent suggests a resilience beyond the fleeting
hype of their current roles, provided they are given the space to evolve and explore beyond the
confines of this initial success. Otherwise, they risk becoming trapped in a gilded hockey rink, forever
defined by this single, albeit significant, chapter in their careers. As fans and critics alike dissect their
every move, the pressure on these young stars is immense. The success of Heated Rivalry is
undeniable, but the well-being of its stars must be a priority. Only time will tell if Williams and
Storrie can navigate the treacherous waters of superstardom and emerge as lasting talents, rather than
fleeting sensations.

The Sun is interested in publishing a broad and diverse set of content from the Cornell and greater
Ithaca community. We want to hear what you have to say about this topic or any of our pieces. Here are
some guidelines on how to submit. And here’s our email: opinion-editor@cornellsun.com.

Skylar Toddings

Skylar Toddings '29 is an Opinion Columnist and an English and Art History student in the College
of Arts and Sciences. Her fortnightly column, Views from Sky, offers a sophisticated exploration of
popular social culture, blending a fiction reader's imagination with the rigor of journalistic insight to
deliver engaging and thought-provoking hot takes for Cornellians to dissect. She can be reached at
stoddings@cornellsun.com. 

Read More

BADAWI |
Cornellians, the Time
to Act Is Now!

WALTER | When
Values Actually Matter
in Close Relationships

COMMITTEE ON
THE FUTURE OF
THE AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY |
Universities Need to
Take a Human-
Centered Approach

Trending

Hegseth Moves to Ban
Military Tuition Assistance
for Graduate Programs at
Cornell, Top Universities

Clavicular Frame Mogged!
Looksmaxxing and the
State of Modern Love

Alpha Phi Alpha’s
Leadership Commends
New Campus Facility,
Residence Hall’s First
Months

Gifts, Dinners, Deals:
Justice Department Files
Reveal Epstein’s Ties to
Multiple Weill Cornell
Doctors

Cornell Not Included in
Pentagon’s List of Senior
Service Fellowship Cuts

The Cornell Daily Sun - Since 1880

News
City
Administration
Campus
Elections

Opinion
Guest Submissions & Guidelines
Guest Room
Columns
Editorials
Letters to the Editor
Letters From the Editor
Meet Our Columnists

Sports
Football
Men's Hockey
Women's Hockey
Men's Basketball
Women's Basketball
Men's Lacrosse
Women's Lacrosse
Wrestling

Arts & Culture
Profiles
Reviews
Solar Flares
Are You Still Watching?
Hater Fridays
Commentary

Science & Tech

Lifestyle
Ithaca Reviews
Greek Life
Campus Life
Academics
Dining & Housing Investigations
Fashion & Style
Columns
Sex on Thursdays

Specials
161 List Supplement
4/20
2025 NCAA Men's Hockey Supplement
2025 NCAA Women's Hockey Supplement

Multimedia
Comics
Photo Galleries
Podcasts
Videos

Subscribe to the Newsletter

About

Alumni
Donate

Join The Sun

More Sun
Print Issues
Merch
Sunstyle

Advertise

Our Team
Mission Statement
Meet the Editorial Board
Meet the Business Team
History

Contact Us

Submit a Guest Column

       

Powered by  Solutions by The State News All Content © 2026 The Cornell Sun

ア
イ

N

THEBEAUTYOF
UNDERSTANDING:
HOWWONDER&AWEFUELSCIENTIFICINQUIRY
ALectureby
BRANDONVAIDYANATHAN
DIRECTOR,INSTITUTIONALFLOURISHINGLAB
THECATHOLICUNIVERSITYOFAMERICA

THURSDAY|MARCH19
CLARK700orZOOM

SCHEDULE:

5:30PM-6:15PM:Talk
6:15PM-6:45PM:PanelDiscussionwithBRANDONVAIDYANATHAN,

PROF.TOMASARIAS(Cornell,Physics),
&SHAUNNICHOLS(Cornell,Philosophy)

6:45PM-8:00PM:DinnerReception

COLLIS
INSTITUTEFORCATHOLIC
THOUGHTANDCULTURE

CHESTERTON
HOUSE

ThisprogramissupportedbyagrantfromtheLumenChristiInstitute
withfundingfromtheJohnTempletonFoundation(Grant#63614).

NEWS OPINION SPORTS ARTS & CULTURE SCIENCE & TECH LIFESTYLE SPECIAL EDITIONS MULTIMEDIA ABOUT 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7mJrPAznxhhPzLNWyl6PhisJiEy33KfkD4ICeMT9IPlaMMA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=116817776706905891373
https://cornellsun.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4b78f4e0069984bfbb20955f8&id=08b5503d55
https://www.facebook.com/cornellsun
https://twitter.com/cornellsun
https://www.tiktok.com/@cornellsun
https://instagram.com/cornellsun/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CornellSunVideo
https://www.cornellsun.com/
https://shop.cornellsun.com/
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/donate
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/advertise
https://www.cornellsun.com/staff/skylar-toddings
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/03/toddings-overnight-sensations-the-heated-rivalry-stars-and-the-perils-of-superstardom
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/03/toddings-overnight-sensations-the-heated-rivalry-stars-and-the-perils-of-superstardom&text=TODDINGS%20%7C%20Overnight%20Sensations:%20The%20%E2%80%98Heated%20Rivalry%E2%80%99%20Stars%20and%20the%20Perils%20of%20Superstardom
mailto:?subject=TODDINGS%20%7C%20Overnight%20Sensations%3A%20The%20%E2%80%98Heated%20Rivalry%E2%80%99%20Stars%20and%20the%20Perils%20of%20Superstardom%20%7C%20The%20Cornell%20Daily%20Sun&message=Check%20out%20this%20article%20from%20The%20Cornell%20Daily%20Sun%3A%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cornellsun.com%2Farticle%2F2026%2F03%2Ftoddings-overnight-sensations-the-heated-rivalry-stars-and-the-perils-of-superstardom
https://bit.ly/4smkTWD
https://sce.cornell.edu/courses/programs/summer?utm_source=cds&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=c4c-block&utm_term=summer-enroll-B
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/03/badawi-cornellians-the-time-to-act-is-now
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/03/walter-a-self-motivated-morality-police-when-values-actually-matter-in-close-relationships
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/03/committee-on-the-future-of-the-american-university-universities-need-to-take-a-human-centered-approach
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3edk87vqljo
https://shado-mag.com/articles/see/queer-solidarity-created-heated-rivalry/
https://www.sportsbusinessjournal.com/Articles/2026/01/22/hbo-maxs-heated-rivalry-drives-spike-in-nhl-ticket-sales-first-time-buyers/
https://thetab.com/2026/01/29/heres-why-heated-rivalrys-hudson-williams-and-connor-storrie-wont-attend-events-together
https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZP8xAAp8J/
https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZP8xADKPA/
https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZP8xA1nvo/
https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZP8xA2md8/
https://www.cntraveler.com/story/you-can-now-book-the-actual-heated-rivalry-cottage-on-airbnb
https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZP8QAwNDh/
https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZP8xAF69m/
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/gossip/la-et-mg-amanda-bynes-parents-accusation-against-father-shoplifting-20141010-story.html
https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZP8xAd7Ad/
https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZP8QUkjJy/
https://www.wondermind.com/our-story/
https://bornthisway.foundation/
https://abcnews.com/GMA/Culture/dwayne-rock-johnson-shares-struggles-depression/story?id=99320228
https://people.com/ariana-grande-ptsd-grief-depression-anxiety-sweetener-thank-u-next-8785842
https://cornellsun.com/join-the-suns-opinion-section/
https://sce.cornell.edu/courses/programs/summer?utm_source=cds&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=c4c-block&utm_term=summer-enroll-B
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/02/hegseth-moves-to-ban-tuition-aid-for-military-members-seeking-graduate-education-at-cornell-top-universities
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/02/clavicular-frame-mogged-looksmaxxing-and-the-state-of-modern-love
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/02/a-huge-step-in-the-right-direction-reflecting-on-the-house-of-alpha-leadership-institute-s-first-year
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/02/gifts-dinners-deals-justice-department-files-reveal-epstein-s-ties-to-multiple-weill-cornell-doctors
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/02/zmbqzthztc2b
https://sce.cornell.edu/courses/programs/summer?utm_source=cds&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=c4c-block&utm_term=summer-enroll-B
https://sce.cornell.edu/courses/programs/summer?utm_source=cds&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=c4c-block&utm_term=summer-plan-B
https://bit.ly/4smkTWD
https://www.cornellsun.com/
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/news
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/city
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/administration
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/campus
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/elections
https://www.cornellsun.com/#
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/join-the-suns-opinion-section
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/guest-room
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/opinioncolumns
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/editorials
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/lettersto
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/lettersfrom
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/meet-our-columnists
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/sports
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/football
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/mens-hockey
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/womens-hockey
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/mens-basketball
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/womens-basketball
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/mens-lacrosse
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/womens-lacrosse
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/wrestling
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/arts
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/profiles
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/reviews
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/solar-flares
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/are-you-still-watching
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/hater-fridays
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/arts-commentary
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/science
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/lifestyle
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/ithaca-reviews
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/greek-life
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/campus-life
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/academics-67d8d1b274ba0
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/dining-housing-investigations
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/fashion-style
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/lifestyle-columns
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/sex-on-thursday
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/03/toddings-overnight-sensations-the-heated-rivalry-stars-and-the-perils-of-superstardom#
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/161-list
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/four-twenty
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/2025-ncaa-mens-hockey-supplement
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/2025-ncaa-womens-hockey-supplement
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/multimedia
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/comics
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/photo-gallery
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/podcasts
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/video
https://cornellsun.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4b78f4e0069984bfbb20955f8&id=08b5503d55
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/about
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/donate
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/donate
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/join-the-sun
https://www.cornellsun.com/#
https://issuu.com/cornellsun
https://shop.cornellsun.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bAB1c6dYDeRaR2lcLcz3l2CMWFT0qqRk/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107861973162132814669&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/advertise
https://www.cornellsun.com/#
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/mission-statement
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/meet-the-editorial-board
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/meet-the-business-team
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2023/09/on-143rd-anniversary-the-cornell-daily-sun-looks-back-at-its-history
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/contact
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/join-the-suns-opinion-section
https://www.cornellsun.com/plugin/feeds/all.xml
https://www.facebook.com/cornellsun
https://twitter.com/cornellsun
https://www.tiktok.com/@cornellsun
https://www.youtube.com/user/CornellSunVideo
https://instagram.com/cornellsun
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cornell-daily-sun/id1375063933?mt=8
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/03/toddings-overnight-sensations-the-heated-rivalry-stars-and-the-perils-of-superstardom
https://getsnworks.com/
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/03/badawi-cornellians-the-time-to-act-is-now
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/03/walter-a-self-motivated-morality-police-when-values-actually-matter-in-close-relationships
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/03/committee-on-the-future-of-the-american-university-universities-need-to-take-a-human-centered-approach
https://www.cornellsun.com/article/2026/02/hegseth-moves-to-ban-tuition-aid-for-military-members-seeking-graduate-education-at-cornell-top-universities
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/news
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/opinion
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/sports
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/arts
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/science
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/lifestyle
https://www.cornellsun.com/#
https://www.cornellsun.com/section/multimedia
https://www.cornellsun.com/page/about

