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The Metro: Literature scholar
examines queer romance stories
amid the success of ‘Heated
Rivalry’
  Cary Junior II, The Metro    March 3, 2026

Queer love stories are not new, and “Heated Rivalry” scratches the surface of the plethora of stories that
have been written about LGBTQ+ romance.
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Since late last year, “Heated Rivalry”—a series about two male hockey players who fall in love—
has taken the country by storm. 

The show’s stars, Hudson Williams and Connor Storrie, have made appearances at major events
across North America. But before the “Heated Rivalry” story charmed the audience on screen, it
seduced its readers as the second book in author Rachel Reid’s “Game Changers” series. 

Now the story represents the cultural moment we are in now: Romance novels exploded in
popularity after the pandemic and LGBTQ+ romance stories are becoming more prevalent. To
encapsulate the moment, we want to spotlight the queer love stories that came before it.

Queer love stories are not new, and “Heated Rivalry” scratches the surface of the plethora of
stories that have been and continue to be written about LGBTQ+ romance.

Erin Bell, the director of the Writing Center at the University of Detroit Mercy and a researcher of
women’s writing and literature, joined to help us pull back the layers of non-traditional love
stories. 

The Metro
Is America falling in love with queer romance?
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Listen to The Metro weekdays from 10 a.m. to noon ET on 101.9 FM and streaming on demand.

Subscribe to The Metro on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, NPR.org or wherever you get your podcasts.

Support the podcasts you love.
One-of-a-kind podcasts from WDET bring you engaging conversations, news you need to
know and stories you love to hear. Keep the conversations coming. Please make a gift today.

Give now »
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Cary Junior II

Cary Junior II is an audio journalist and producer for The Metro on 101.9 WDET.
Cary has worked as a producer or host on a number of projects. His work includes
short and longform audio, documentary series and daily radio. In his five year
career in journalism he has worked for Crooked Media, the Detroit Free Press, and
now WDET - Detroit's NPR station.

View all posts  ✉

The Metro

View all posts

Next:
Detroit Evening Report: Detroit schools explore new ways to

combat absenteeism

Previous:
The Metro: Too broken to live in, too expensive to fix. Detroit’s
unique housing crisis

* indicates required

Email Address *

First Name *

I'm interested in

Subscribe

I'd like to receive WDET's:

Weekly News Rundown

Detroit Public Radio 

Your connection to news,
music, conversation.

WDET is a community
service of Wayne State
University.

      

Subscribe

CONTACT

Membership

Sponsorship

Studio Rentals

Technical Support

Pitch Us a Story

Help/FAQ

Other Inquiries

Shows

Podcasts

Schedule

Listen Live

Contests & Giveaways

SUPPORT WDET

Membership

Leadership Circle

Car Donations

Business Sponsorship

Broadcast Partners Program

More »

INSIDE WDET

About

Staff

Jobs & Internships

Public File

FCC Applications

© Copyright 2024 by WDET and Wayne State University. All Rights Reserved. This Material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed in any form.
Terms of Use | Online Privacy Policy

https://wdet.org/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/03/the-metro-literature-scholar-examines-queer-romance-stories-amid-the-success-of-heated-rivalry/#
https://wdet.org/give/
https://www.facebook.com/WDETFM
https://twitter.com/wdet
https://www.threads.net/@wdetdetroit
http://instagram.com/wdetdetroit
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wdet-101.9-fm-detroit-public-radio/
https://www.tiktok.com/@wdetdetroit
https://www.youtube.com/c/WDETdetroit
https://wdet.org/listen-live/
https://wdet.org/schedule/
https://wdet.org/playlists/
https://wdet.org/support/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/03/the-metro-literature-scholar-examines-queer-romance-stories-amid-the-success-of-heated-rivalry/#
https://wdet.org/author/cjunior/
https://wdet.org/author/the-metro/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/
https://wdet.org/tag/books/
https://wdet.org/tag/heated-rivalry/
https://wdet.org/tag/lgbtq/
https://wdet.org/tag/lgbtqia/
https://wdet.org/tag/moby-dick/
https://wdet.org/tag/queer-romance/
https://wdet.org/tag/romance/
https://wdet.org/tag/the-color-purple/
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2023/07/10/2701952/0/en/From-Laggard-to-Leader-Record-Sales-of-Romance-Books-Reflect-Next-Generation-of-Contemporary-Readers.html
https://www.circana.com/post/soaring-sales-of-lgbtq-fiction-defy-book-bans-and-showcase-diversity-in-storytelling
https://www.udmercy.edu/about/people/university/clae/english/adjunct-facuty/erin-bell
https://wdet.org/shows/the-metro/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-metro/id1730997591
https://open.spotify.com/show/0y1cswPyZyeazJPW5kcPAd
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/1231457328/the-metro
https://wdet.org/give-post
https://wdet.org/give-post
https://wdet.org/2026/02/26/the-metro-social-workers-are-a-part-of-police-departments-when-should-they-be-called-to-act/
https://wdet.org/2026/02/26/the-metro-social-workers-are-a-part-of-police-departments-when-should-they-be-called-to-act/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/02/the-metro-what-its-like-to-lead-a-health-department-in-trumps-america/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/02/the-metro-what-its-like-to-lead-a-health-department-in-trumps-america/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/03/the-metro-literature-scholar-examines-queer-romance-stories-amid-the-success-of-heated-rivalry/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/03/the-metro-literature-scholar-examines-queer-romance-stories-amid-the-success-of-heated-rivalry/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/03/the-metro-literature-scholar-examines-queer-romance-stories-amid-the-success-of-heated-rivalry/2/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/03/the-metro-literature-scholar-examines-queer-romance-stories-amid-the-success-of-heated-rivalry/3/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/03/the-metro-literature-scholar-examines-queer-romance-stories-amid-the-success-of-heated-rivalry/4/
https://wdet.org/2026/02/26/the-metro-social-workers-are-a-part-of-police-departments-when-should-they-be-called-to-act/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/02/the-metro-what-its-like-to-lead-a-health-department-in-trumps-america/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/03/the-metro-literature-scholar-examines-queer-romance-stories-amid-the-success-of-heated-rivalry/
https://wdet.org/author/cjunior/
mailto:cary.junior@wdet.org
https://wdet.org/author/cjunior/
https://wdet.org/author/the-metro/
https://wdet.org/author/the-metro/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/03/detroit-evening-report-detroit-schools-explore-new-ways-to-combat-absenteeism/
https://wdet.org/2026/03/03/the-metro-too-broken-to-live-in-too-expensive-to-fix-detroits-unique-housing-crisis/
https://wdet.org/2026/02/01/in-loving-memory-of-ismael-ahmed/
https://wdet.org/black-history-listening-project-2026/
https://npr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WDETFM
https://twitter.com/wdet
https://www.threads.net/@wdetdetroit
https://www.instagram.com/wdetdetroit/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/237174/admin/
https://www.tiktok.com/@wdetdetroit
https://www.youtube.com/c/WDETdetroit
https://wdet.org/subscribe/
https://wdet.org/contact/
https://waynestate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8Ci8bXmwaCS6max
https://waynestate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8Ci8bXmwaCS6max
https://waynestate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8Ci8bXmwaCS6max
https://waynestate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8Ci8bXmwaCS6max
https://waynestate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8Ci8bXmwaCS6max
https://wdet.org/frequently-asked-questions/
https://waynestate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8Ci8bXmwaCS6max
https://wdet.org/shows/
https://wdet.org/podcasts/
https://wdet.org/schedule/
https://wdet.org/listen-live/
https://wdet.org/wdet-contests/
https://wdet.org/support/
https://wdet.org/support/
https://wdet.org/wdet-leadership-circle/
https://wdet.org/vehicle-donation/
https://wdet.org/sponsorship/
https://wdet.org/partners/
https://wdet.org/support/
https://wdet.org/about-wdet/
https://wdet.org/about-wdet/
https://wdet.org/wdet-staff/
https://wdet.org/join-our-team/
https://wdet.org/publicdocuments/
https://wdet.org/fcc-applications/

