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Heated Rivalry actor Kaden Connors is opening up about joining the hit hockey
romance series — and revealed he almost played a very different character.

Connors, who portrays Sasha in the HBO and Crave adaptation of Rachel Reid’s Game
Changers novels, shared that he originally auditioned for the role of Ilya Rozanoy,
which ultimately went to Connor Storrie.

“ILactually originally got the breakdown for Ilya. That’s the original role I auditioned
for,” Connors explained, adding that the casting team later told him they liked him
but were “going in a different direction” for the character.

The actor was eventually cast as Sasha, Ilya’s former lover, appearing in a key
storyline that adds emotional complexity to Ilya’s journey in the series.

Connors also spoke about working alongside Storrie, praising his co-star’s
professionalism and easygoing nature on set. “He’s such a kind person and a talented
actor. Great combination... He’s so easy to work with,” Connors said.

Reflecting on filming their scenes together, Connors noted that their characters
entered the moment with very different emotional energy. “It was such a joy and
pleasure to work with him... Ilya, if you’ve watched the show, the moment before
where he was with his dad... he’s coming into that scene probably not as playful as
Sasha is.”

As for whether fans will see Sasha again when Heated Rivalry returns for a second
season, Connors said he genuinely doesn’t know yet.

“I don’t know anything. ’'m going to be honest, and I’'m not just saying that,” he said
when asked about Sasha’s potential return.

The series, which follows the intense rivalry-turned-romance between NHL stars
Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov, has quickly built a passionate fan base and
recently won Outstanding New TV Series at the GLAAD Media Awards. With Season 2
now in development, viewers are eager to see which characters, including

Sasha, might return to complicate the story even further.

You May Like Sponsored Links by Taboola

SHOULDER PAIN

________

S | = =7

Sleep Apnea is Linked to Brain Neurologists Reveal Shoulder Pain is Not From Phoenix : How Much Does It

This Household Item (Sto...  Common Food in Dementi... Sleeping Wrong. Meet Th...  Cost To Replace Old...
derilamemoryfoam.com Magazine Health RejuvaCare Energy-Efficient Windows

memee UNT L ED S TATED
DRIVER LICENSE

EXPIRES: 06/19/2027
_._?__._____

==

oL 12345678910

3 CLASSC
4§11 LN ' DRIVER £nD NONE

| ENI JANE
' B 123 MAIN STREET \k /

4 I. \ , > B 4 s AN 7 A
Here's The Estimated Walk- Men Can’t Get Enough of Arizona Launches New Rule How Much Does A New
In Shower Price in 2026 This Cozy Cashmere... for Cars Used Less Than 5... Roof Cost For A 15003q....
homebuddy.com Walkergrey BlingBling Finance HomeBuddy
COMMENTS

Comments are moderated and generally will be posted if they are on-topic and not abusive.
For more information, please see our Comments FAQ

LATEST
Lucy Liu explains why Heated Rivalry star Kylie Kelce teases 'new Influencer Ben Wood 'Sinners' and 'One Battle Sean Penn reveals
Devil Wears Prada 2 Kaden Connors reveals Kelce' joining the family dies at 43 while trying to After Another' set for which Oscar he gave to
MOST READ
Gold climbs $62 per Iran’s president sets Govt declares Friday Educators reject school OGRA dismisses reports Local gold prices rise
ounce as local prices conditions for ‘ending holiday to save energy  closures of Rs73 petrol, Rs84 following gains in global
OPINION

TRIBUNE
Israel's breaking bad in  Let hope live! Middle East War — A noble death A biased report Ramazan as a social
USA military notes reformist: ethical

Pakistan Life & Style Prayer Timing Pakistan About Us Cricket News Style Guide FOLLOW US

Business T.Edit Ramazan Calendar Pakistan Online Advertising Football News Privacy Policy f X D in
World Sports Weather Forecast Pakistan RSS Feeds UFC News Copyright
Opinion Blog Karachi Weather Subscribe to the Paper NBA News Code of ethics

Videos Lahore Weather Contact Us NFL News Mobile App

Islamabad Weather Careers WWE News

N 1D 1E This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, redistributed or derived from. Unless
T l\l h LJ N E otherwise stated, all content is copyrighted © 2026 The Express Tribune.



https://tribune.com.pk/
https://tribune.com.pk/
https://tribune.com.pk/latest
https://tribune.com.pk/pakistan
https://tribune.com.pk/business
https://tribune.com.pk/world
https://tribune.com.pk/sports
https://tribune.com.pk/opinion
https://tribune.com.pk/life-style
https://tribune.com.pk/tmagazine
https://tribune.com.pk/blogs
https://tribune.com.pk/technology
https://tribune.com.pk/multimedia/slideshows
https://tribune.com.pk/today-paper
https://tribune.com.pk/epaper
https://webdesk.tribune.com.pk/author/12598/pop-culture-art
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.pk%2Fstory%2F2597267%2Fheated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.pk%2Fstory%2F2597267%2Fheated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=https%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.pk%2Fstory%2F2597267%2Fheated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.pk%2Fstory%2F2597267%2Fheated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
mailto:?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20share%20a%20link%20with%20you&body=https%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.pk%2Fstory%2F2597267%2Fheated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.pk%2Fstory%2F2597267%2Fheated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.pk%2Fstory%2F2597267%2Fheated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=https%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.pk%2Fstory%2F2597267%2Fheated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.pk%2Fstory%2F2597267%2Fheated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
mailto:?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20share%20a%20link%20with%20you&body=https%3A%2F%2Ftribune.com.pk%2Fstory%2F2597267%2Fheated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
https://tribune.com.pk/comments-policy
https://www.facebook.com/etribune/
https://twitter.com/etribune?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/etribune/?hl=en
https://bsky.app/profile/theexpresstribune.bsky.social
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597267/heated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597266/lucy-liu-explains-why-devil-wears-prada-2-connects-to-something-bigger
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597265/kylie-kelce-teases-new-kelce-joining-the-family-but-it-might-not-be-another-baby
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597263/influencer-ben-wood-dies-at-43-while-trying-to-rescue-drowning-couple-in-chile
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597261/sinners-and-one-battle-after-another-set-for-high-stakes-showdown-at-2026-oscars
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597259/sean-penn-reveals-which-oscar-he-gave-to-ukraines-president-volodymyr-zelensky
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597266/lucy-liu-explains-why-devil-wears-prada-2-connects-to-something-bigger
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597267/heated-rivalry-star-kaden-connors-reveals-he-originally-auditioned-for-ilya-teases-sashas-future
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597265/kylie-kelce-teases-new-kelce-joining-the-family-but-it-might-not-be-another-baby
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597263/influencer-ben-wood-dies-at-43-while-trying-to-rescue-drowning-couple-in-chile
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597261/sinners-and-one-battle-after-another-set-for-high-stakes-showdown-at-2026-oscars
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597259/sean-penn-reveals-which-oscar-he-gave-to-ukraines-president-volodymyr-zelensky
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2596820/gold-climbs-62-per-ounce-as-local-prices-surge-in-pakistan
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2596976/iran-launches-fresh-regional-strikes-as-oil-fears-mount-and-global-markets-reel
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2596957/govt-declares-friday-holiday-to-save-energy
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2596901/educators-reject-school-closures
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2596845/ogra-dismisses-reports-of-rs73-petrol-rs84-diesel-hike-as-completely-baseless
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597028/local-gold-prices-rise-following-gains-in-global-market
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597092/israels-breaking-bad-in-usa
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597096/let-hope-live
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2597097/middle-east-war-military-notes
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2596885/a-noble-death
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2596890/a-biased-report
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2596891/ramazan-as-a-social-reformist-ethical-residue-of-a-sacred-month
https://tribune.com.pk/pakistan
https://tribune.com.pk/business
https://tribune.com.pk/world
https://tribune.com.pk/opinion
https://tribune.com.pk/life-style
https://tribune.com.pk/magazine
https://tribune.com.pk/sports
https://tribune.com.pk/blogs
https://tribune.com.pk/multimedia
https://tribune.com.pk/namaz-timing
https://tribune.com.pk/ramazan-calendar
https://tribune.com.pk/weather-updates
https://tribune.com.pk/weather-updates/karachi
https://tribune.com.pk/weather-updates/lahore
https://tribune.com.pk/weather-updates/islamabad
https://tribune.com.pk/about
https://tribune.com.pk/advertise
https://tribune.com.pk/rss
https://tribune.com.pk/subscribe
https://tribune.com.pk/contact-us
https://tribune.com.pk/careers
https://tribune.com.pk/cricket
https://tribune.com.pk/football
https://tribune.com.pk/ufc
https://tribune.com.pk/nba
https://tribune.com.pk/nfl
https://tribune.com.pk/wwe
https://tribune.com.pk/styleguide
https://tribune.com.pk/privacy-policy
https://tribune.com.pk/copyrights
https://tribune.com.pk/code-of-ethics
https://tribune.com.pk/the-express-tribune-apps
https://www.facebook.com/etribune/
https://twitter.com/etribune?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/user/theexpresstribune
https://www.linkedin.com/company/express-tribune/
https://www.instagram.com/etribune/?hl=en
https://apps.apple.com/pk/app/the-express-tribune/id415861272
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.expressdigital.tribune&hl=en
https://tribune.com.pk/
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=expressdigitalprivatelimited-tribunecompk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-card-4x2:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20widget%20%7C%20Card%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=expressdigitalprivatelimited-tribunecompk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-card-4x2:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20widget%20%7C%20Card%201:
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://news.livevitaldaily.com/7mnnudqoy1
https://news.livevitaldaily.com/7mnnudqoy1
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic

