
Home Books

FROM OUR SPONSORS

THE LATEST

Top Stories Discover More

MORE FOR YOU MOST POPULAR

BELIEVE IN YOUR DREAMS, 
LIKE DISNEY'S TIANA

©Disney

Open
Search

SIGN ME UP

Site
Navigation

Entertainment Culture & Lifestyle Health Travel News Out100

Heated Rivalry author Rachel Reid: 'Shane is our
hero' in the trilogy
The writer of the popular queer hockey romance discusses Unrivaled, the upcoming next chapter for
Shane and Ilya.

 

By Bernardo Sim

Mar 03, 2026

Editor's note: This interview was recorded prior to Rachel Reid's
announcement delaying her upcoming novel Unrivaled to June 1, 2027
due to worsening Parkinson's disease symptoms (via Instagram video).

Rachel Reid tells Out that her upcoming novel Unrivaled — a sequel novel
for Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov's love story told in the Heated
Rivalry and The Long Game books — is set to continue Shane's arc as
"the main character of these three books."

When considering the various reviews that regard the Heated Rivalry
novel as "Shane's book" and The Long Game novel as "Ilya's book," and
specifically asked if she sees either one of them as the protagonist of
Unrivaled, Reid makes the case as to why this has been Shane's story all
along.

"I do think that the three books, as a trilogy, it's Shane who has like the
hero's arc," Reid says. "I think, even in The Long Game, it's Shane. As
much as the book focuses on Ilya, Shane is the one with that arc, and I do
think that continues into this one [Unrivaled]. I do think Shane sort of is
the main character of these three books. It's pretty even, I think, in this
one, because it's really about them as a unit. They're not apart very much.
It's probably a little more even than the other ones. But, ultimately, Shane
is our hero."

Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander on Heated Rivalry.

/Crave Canada/HBO Max

As the author responsible for bringing Shane and Ilya to life when they
first meet at age 17 in Heated Rivalry through both being 29 when The
Long Game ends, Reid is excited to write about these characters entering
their 30s in Unrivaled. The writer confirms that the upcoming novel "picks
up right where The Long Game left off, so they're only 30" when the book
begins.

"I mean, hockey players are like… 30, in hockey years, is a lot older than
30 for most people," Reid says. "Like, that's getting old for a hockey
player. So, yeah, it's been fun kind of writing them — especially Shane,
having to face the fact that he's not going to be playing hockey forever.
You know, his body's gonna start to not do what it used to do."

The writer goes on, "I think having them at an age where maybe they're
starting to think about the future, beyond hockey, and their lives together,
is nice. It's a very different vibe from writing them in their teens and early
20s, much like anyone's thinking about different things, usually, when
they're into their 30s."

Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander on Heated Rivalry.

/ Crave Canava/HBO Max

Unrivaled is the seventh installment in Reid's overall Game Changers book
series that also explores other love stories between characters like Scott
Hunter and Kip Grady — played by actors François Arnaud and Robbie
G.K., respectively, on the Heated Rivalry TV show — besides pairs such
as Ryan and Fabian, Eric and Kyle, Troy and Harris.

"A line has been drawn — and the hockey world is divided," the official
synopsis for Unrivaled reads. "For the first time in their professional
hockey careers, Ilya Rozanov and Shane Hollander have nothing to hide.
For more than a decade, they kept their love a secret, but now they're out,
married, and even playing on the same team. The support is incredible.
Most of the time."

Unrivaled is available for preorders on Harlequin, Indigo, Amazon, and
everywhere else books are sold.
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Heated Rivalry season 2: Everything we know so
far

Feb 26, 2026

What happens to Shane and Ilya after "The Cottage" finale? Here's everything we know about Heated
Rivalry season 2. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim & Ariel Messman-Rucker

Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov; Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander in the final scene of Heated Rivalry episode 5./ HBO Max/Crave Canada

Zohran Mamdani suggests Heated Rivalry to New
Yorkers staying at home amid snowstorm

Jan 25, 2026

Turn up the heat. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Zohran Mamdani; January 25, 2026 address; Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander on Heated Rivalry season 1
episode 6./ YouTube (@NYCMayorsOffice); HBO Max; Crave Canada

Red, White & Royal Blue 2 update by Nicholas
Galitzine and Taylor Zakhar Perez (WATCH)

Jan 19, 2026

Red, White & Royal Wedding — the sequel to Prime Video's 2023 queer rom-com Red, White & Royal Blue
— just got a huge update its lead actors Taylor Zakhar Perez and Nicholas Galitzine, who played love
interests Alex Claremont-Diaz (First Son of the United States) and Prince Henry (British Prince within the
Royal Family) in the live-action film adaptation of Casey McQuiston's 2019 novel of the same name. Keep
Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Taylor Zakhar Perez and Nicholas Galitzine on set during filming of Red, White & Royal Wedding, the upcoming sequel to 2023's Red, White & Royal
Blue./ Amazon MGM Studios/Prime Video (@rwrbonprime)

Why the 'Heated Rivalry' show understands gay
men better than the book

Jan 15, 2026

Reid's original novel boxes the characters into their corners. Shane is the “pretty” boy who is “like a doll,"
naturally “smooth” and “like a swimmer." Ilya is “masculine” and “big” and has a “muscular chest,"
“muscular arms” and “thick, muscular thighs." Keep Reading →

By Harry Stewart

Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander on Heated Rivalry season 1. / HBO Max/Crave Canada

Seven words that will transform your finances in
2026

Jan 15, 2026

Eighteen months ago, when I first announced my book deal on LinkedIn, I was met with your typical batch
of finance bro haters. (I know, I know — mistake number one was hanging out on LinkedIn in the first
place.) Keep Reading →

By Nick Wolny

Author and finance expert Nick Wolny/ Cam Thrower

Heated Rivalry sequel Unrivaled officially
announced: Story, release date, and more

Jan 12, 2026

It's official: The rumored sequel to Heated Rivalry — book 7 in the Game Changers series of novels that will
once again center the love story between Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov — has been announced by
author Rachel Reid today. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander on Heated Rivalry; The book cover for Rachel Reid's Unrivaled novel./ HBO
Max/Crave Canada; Harlequin Books
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Heated Rivalry book sequel Unrivaled by Rachel
Reid: What we know (so far)

Jan 11, 2026

Heated Rivalry's closeted queer hockey players Ilya Rozanov (played by Connor Storrie) and Shane
Hollander (played by Hudson Williams) are reportedly getting a new book about their love story, reportedly
named Unrivaled, from author Rachel Reid, which would be book 7 within the overall Game Changers series
of novels. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander and Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov on the Heated Rivalry TV show based on Rachel Reid's novels Heated
Rivalry and The Long Game./ Harlequin Enterprises Limited; HBO Max/Crave Canada

Gregory Maguire's 'Wicked' novel reportedly
banned in Utah—full list here

Jan 08, 2026

Utah officials have ordered Gregory Maguire's novel Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the
West off public school library shelves, increasing the statewide crackdown on titles deemed "sensitive"
under a controversial education law and its recent H.B. 29 Sensitive Material Review Amendments. Keep
Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Gregory Maguire's Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West book cover; Author Gregory Maguire at the Wicked: For Good movie
premiere event in New York City./ ReganBooks; Dia Dipasupil/WireImage

'Heated Rivalry' author Rachel Reid breaks silence
on discourse of her sexuality

Jan 08, 2026By Bernardo Sim
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Rachel Reid, author of the Game Changers series of novels that inspired the Heated Rivalry TV show
starring Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander and Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov, has broken her silence on
fans who speculated about her own sexuality and whether she would "have the right to write" these books
about male hockey players who are gay/bisexual/queer and in the closet. Keep Reading →

Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander and Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov on Heated Rivalry episode 6; Rachel Reid, author of the Game Changers
book series, during the premiere of the Heated Rivalry TV show at TIFF Lightbox on November 24, 2025./ Crave Canada/HBO Max; Harold
Feng/Getty Images

Heated Rivalry rules Anderson Cooper and Andy
Cohen's 2026 NYE special

Jan 01, 2026

Plus, Stephen Colbert is a "bossy bottom," Brandi Carlile is losing sleep over Heated Rivalry, and Connor
Storrie's ass as Ilya Rozanov sets a new standard. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Andy Cohen and Anderson Cooper during the 2026 telecast of New Year's Eve Live on CNN; Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Hudson Williams as
Shane Hollander on Heated Rivalry./ CNN; HBO Max/Crave Canada

For her next act, Lydia B Kollins flips 'Drag Race'
on its head — again

Dec 30, 2025

Lydia Lydia Lydia: A Collection of Photographs is an immersive, ingenious, and iconic book that documents
the Drag Race star's inimitable breakout year. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Lydia B Kollins and Ava Grace in promotional image for Lydia Lydia Lydia: A Collection of Photographs, along with drawings and images from inside
the book./ Courtesy of Lydia B Kollins and Ava Grace Studios; center photo by Cory Runyan

Finance for the gays: Nick Wolny's 'Money Proud'
turns oop into opulence

Dec 30, 2025

Money Proud author Nick Wolny tells Out how queer people can conquer finance one bedazzled budget at
a time. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Nick Wolny/ Cameron Thrower (@camthrow)

Heated Rivalry episode 6: Book ending changes
and new finale scenes

Dec 26, 2025

Breaking down the major changes on Heated Rivalry episode 6 compared to the original book ending. Keep
Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander on Heated Rivalry episode 6./ HBO Max/Crave Canada

Heated Rivalry actors, characters, and gay
storylines (updated guide)

Dec 26, 2025

The icy and extra spicy Crave/HBO Max series Heated Rivalry has had fans losing their minds over weekly
new episodes from this epic rivals-to-lovers hockey romance saga that quickly became the gay internet's
greatest obsession. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Connor Storrie as Ilya Rozanov and Hudson Williams as Shane Hollander on Heated Rivalry season 1 episode 5./ HBO Max/Crave Canada

Pedro Pascal loves 'Heated Rivalry' just like us, by
the way

Dec 22, 2025

In case you didn't know, Pedro Pascal has been stanning Heated Rivalry just like the rest of us, and
fandoms for both the actor and the Crave/HBO Max series are now clocking his sweet and hilarious
reactions to social media posts about the gay hockey show that's taken over the world. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Pedro Pascal at a promotional event for Eddington during the 78th annual Cannes Film Festival in May 2025; Connor Storrie and Hudson Williams on
Heated Rivalry./ Gareth Cattermole/Getty Images; HBO Max/Crave Canada

Love 'Heated Rivalry'? Watch these 9 great queer
shows next

Dec 19, 2025

If you love seeing queer people in sports, you should add these TV shows to your watch list. Keep Reading
→

By Mey Rude

Overcompensating; Heated Rivalry; A League of Their Own/ Prime Video/A24; HBO Max/Crave Canada; Amazon Studios

Heated Rivalry: Scott Hunter and Kip Grady's
relationship timeline

Dec 19, 2025

Editor's note: This article contains spoilers for Heated Rivalry season 1 episode 5, titled "I'll Believe in
Anything," now streaming on HBO Max. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

François Arnaud as Scott Hunter; Robbie GK as Kip Grady on Heated Rivalry./ HBO Max/Crave Canada

Netflix's 'Boots' is canceled: Stars react to the
heartbreaking news

Dec 17, 2025

The cast and crew are sharing reactions to Boots season 2 not happening. Keep Reading →

By Bernardo Sim

Jack Cameron Kay; Sachin Bhatt; Miles Heizer; Max Parker; Angus O'Brien on Boots./ Netflix
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