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While enrolment declines across Langara, the film arts production program is experiencing a surge in applications, according

to the department head. 

Program coordinator Jonas Quastel attributes the sharp increase to alumni Hudson Williams’ meteoric rise to stardom after

he co-starred in the Crave series Heated Rivalry. The show is about two hockey players who fall in love with each other and is

adapted from the Rachel Reid 2019 novel of the same name.

Ascending acting applications

Quastel said the rise in applications started in February when Williams “blew up.” He expects the number of applications to

double by the next application deadline in August.

The eight-month film arts program is split into three streams; writing, directing and acting and Quastel said the acting stream

is triple the number of the others. 

“We should have some really great actors next year,” he said.

Quastel, who taught Hudson in the film arts program before he graduated in 2020, said he always expected him to succeed

but was surprised at the extent of his fame. 

“This just doesn’t happen,” Quastel said.

All eyes on the program 

With the rise in popularity of the program, students are excited at the talent it might attract.

Jordan Nelson, a film student in the acting stream, said students want to ensure they are producing the highest-quality work

with more attention on the program.

“I have a feeling that we are going to have more eyes than we’ve ever had before,” Nelson said.

But Christian Askimakos, who is in the acting program, said he hopes students are applying for the right reasons. 

“I hope they are applying because they actually want to,” he said. “Not just because this guy got successful.”

Langara film art students read script and prepare for film shoot at Langara College. Photo by Ehxea Antoine
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Many worry provincial review will put 2% domestic cap at risk
 BYLIAMCLARKE

OpEd: Don’t
limit your
expression
... or ours

A
provincial government
review examining the
financial sustainability
of B.C.’s 25 public colleges

and universities has created fear
among faculty and students that
tuition will increase.

The provincial government knows
that “the status quo is not sustain-
able,” and “tuition increases are
explicitly on the table,” said Debi
Herrera Lira, chairperson of theB.C.
Federation of Students. “The govern-
ment is considering asking students
to pay more, while also refusing to
commit to new public funding.”

The federal government’s recent
limits on inter-
national student
study permits
have reduced
enrolment and
revenue for many
of B.C.’s post-
secondary insti-
tutions. Langara’s
projected deficit
has doubled from
$16 million to $32
million in the past

sixmonths, and 219 instructors have
been laid o.

The provincial government
launched a review to establish a plan
to keepB.C.’s post-secondary system
nancially sustainable.

Herrera Lira said some post-
secondary institutions have asked
theprovincial government to remove
the two per cent annual tuition cap.

Liing the tuition cap will make
higher education less accessible,
said Niall Christie, a history instruc-
tor at Langara.

“If you create a situation where
colleges and universities can charge
whatever they want for tuition, we
go back to a situation where educa-
tion becomes increasingly available
to only the nancial elite,” Christie
said. “What the higher education
sector needs is more funding.”

SarahWarr, a rst-year psychology
student at Langara, said she came to
Langara because it was cheaper than
other schools.

“I’m paying for my tuition myself.
It won’t help if they make it more
expensive than it needs to be,” said
Warr.

“I’d be pissed” if tuition at Langara
was increased, said Bodhi Cutler, a
second-year fine arts student at
Langara.

“I already feel like I don’t get
enough resources for the amount of
money that I pay,” Cutler said.

The review will be delivered by
Don Avison, former B.C. deputy
minister and former board chair
of Emily Carr University of Art +
Design, by March 31.

Jessie Sunner, minister of post-
secondary education and future
skills, said in an email to the Voice

that she understands “the stress and
anxiety” felt by students and faculty
because of the review. “I want to
reassure all our partners that our
number one priority throughout this
work is ensuring accessible educa-
tion.” Sunner said. “We’re open to
exploring dierent options andpath-
ways to help bring stability back to
the sector.”

With public institutions unable

to rely so heavily on international
students’ tuition fees, the finan-
cial burden will “absolutely” fall
on domestic students said Korky
Neufeld, post-secondary education
critic for the Conservative Party of
B.C.

“Without thatmoney, they’re going
to have to close some programs and
those domestic students will have to
go elsewhere,” Neufeld said.

BernieMaroney, a business profes-
sor at Langara who will be laid o
at the end of April, said he expects

layos to continue and fears the cost
of Langara’s decits will ultimately
fall on students.

Maroney said there are instructors
at Langara that have spent over 20
years in education have lost every-
thing.

The post-secondary review is the
provincial government “covering
their ass, that’s it.”

“They’re going to come out with
a bunch of blanket PR statements
that justify them doing nothing.”
Maroney said.

L
ast week, more than 900
copies of the Voice were taken
overnight. After replacing

them with new copies, additional
stacks were removed this week. It is
disheartening to see thishappen, and
we’re doing our best to ensure it will
not happen again.

This situation is not just a disser-
vice to our team, but to the students
and staff at Langara and the resi-
dents of Vancouver who enjoy read-
ing our stories. Taking all copies
simply prevents others from having
the chance to read them. The Voice

is free and is intended to be readily
available for everyone. We operate
in good faith that people will take as
manycopies as theyneedbutwill not
take, steal or throwawayall available
copies on campus.

It is wrong that our papers were
stolen and thrown away. It is a
greater wrong that whoever threw
them away did not state their cause,
reason or concern. Suppressing one
voicedoesnot amplify another, espe-
ciallywhen that voice remains silent
or anonymous.

The role the Voiceplays in elevating
the voices of our college’s students
and sta is worth preserving. Some-
times our stories are read by thou-
sands, sometimes by only a few
dozen. Regardless of howmany eyes
the stories reach, the Voice, and jour-
nalism at large, is oen meaningful
and should be .That being said, the
Voice is just one group of students,
who cycle in and out within one to
two years of education, taught by
four or ve instructors, in a school
where many students will finish
their studies elsewhere. In other
words, the Voice does not represent
everyperspective on campus andwe
should not be, and aren’t, the only
voice on campus. We encourage
everyone to share their voice with-
out destroying ours.

Likemostmedia outlets, ournews-
paper exists within certain bound-
aries with unique tradeos. While
many media outlets rely on ad reve-
nue or subscriptions, the Voice is
dependent on Langara College. The

Voice is both a platform for journal-
ism but also a means of education
for students. Producing journal-
ism within a classroom means our
choices are shaped not only by our
own perspectives but also by the
oversight of instructors and the
program at large.

A response to theft

 BYMARCGUIDO BOLEN

Student Bodhi Cutler says he would “be pissed” if tuition got raised. PHOTO BY LIAM CLARKE
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