
The biggest stories of the day delivered
to your inbox.

Enter Email

These newsle)ers may contain advertising, deals, or a6iliate links. By clicking Subscribe, you confirm you are 16+ and agree to our Terms of Use

and Privacy Policy.

TECH

Android

Antivirus

Apple

Artificial Intelligence

Cameras

Creative Software

Cryptocurrency

Desktops

Gaming Consoles

Headphones

Laptops

Microsoft

Mobile

Productivity

Smart Home

Social Media

Speakers

Tablets

Tech Industry

TikTok

Transportation

TVs

VPN

Wifi/Routers

SCIENCE

Animals

Climate Change

Environment

NASA

Rocket Launches

Space

GAMES

Arcade

Card

Casino

Connections

Daily

Puzzles

Strands

Word

Wordle

SOCIAL GOOD

DEALS

How we Select Deals

ENTERTAINMENT

DC Comics

Disney

HBO

Hulu

Marvel

Movies

Music

Peacock

Pixar

Podcasts

Streaming

TV Shows

True Crime

LIFE

Careers

Digital Culture

Education

Family & Parenting

Health & Wellness

House & Home

Mental Health

Sex, Dating & Relationships

Sleep

SHOP THE BEST

All Beauty

All Earbuds

All Kitchen

All Robot Vacuums

Bluetooth Speakers

Budget Laptops

Dating Apps

E-Readers

Gift Guides

Headphones

Hookup Apps

iPads

Kindles

Laptops

Mashable Choice

Mashable Selects

Speakers

Sexting Apps

Macbooks

Robot Vaccuums

Robot Vaccum & Mop

VPNs

Windows Laptops

REVIEWS

Adult Friend Finder

Bumble Premium

Kindle Paperwhite

PS5 vs PS5 Slim

Tinder Platinum

EVENTS

Black Friday

CES

Cyber Monday

Prime Day

Samsung Galaxy Unpacked

WWDC

VIDEOS

About Mashable Editorial Standards Contact Us We're Hiring Newsle<ers Sitemap

©2005–2026 Mashable, Inc., a Zi6 Davis company. All Rights Reserved.

Mashable is a registered trademark of Zi6 Davis and may not be used by third parties without express wri)en permission.

About Zi6 Davis Privacy Policy Terms of Use Advertise Accessibility Do Not Sell My Personal Information AdChoices

The Mashable 101 Creator Hub Tech Science Life Social Good Entertainment Deals Shopping Games Search

Home > Entertainment

BookCon 2026: Authors Rachel Reid, Stephanie Archer
talk hockey romance and how it could change the sport
for the beAer
"We're writing the world as we want it to be."

Credit: Samantha Mangino / Mashable

Samantha Mangino
Shopping Reporter

Boston-based Shopping Reporter, Samantha Mangino, covers all things tech at
Mashable, rounding up the best products and deals. She’s covered commerce for three
years, spending extensive time testing and reviewing all things home, including
couches, steam irons, and washing machines. She thoroughly vets products and
internet trends, finding out if those cozy gamer chairs are really as comfortable as
TikTok claims.

With the fervor of Heated Rivalry, there's a fierce desire among book readers for even
more hockey. On Sunday, April 19, at BookCon, the "You Had Me at Hockey: A Look at
One of Sports Romance's Hottest Genres", authors Rachel Reid (Heated Rivalry,
Game Changer), Emily Rath (Pucking Around), Ngozi Ukazu (Check Please),
Stephanie Archer (The Wild Card), and Kate Cochrane (Wake Up, Nat & Darcy) were
joined by moderator and fellow author Bal Khabra (Collide) to discuss the rise and
continued success of hockey romance.

Khabra kicked off the panel, asking just how hockey became so popular. Ukazu joked
that it was as if the genre "escaped containment," like when the Omegaverse went
mainstream, while Reid described the mystery around hockey, saying, "what [the
players] are doing seems impossible." Archer also added that the sport itself is
exceptionally hard on the body, and the celebrity around players, especially in Canada,
is fun to play with.
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But there's more to the genre's success than the tropes. "It has to be said," Rath argued,
"that the cornerstone of why this is so popular in publishing is racism." She went on to
say that straight, white women's voices dominated the romance genre for so long,
pointing out that hockey is also the whitest sport. Among major league sports, the NHL
is the most predominantly white. In 2022, ESPN reported that 83.6% of league players
and staff were white, compared to the NFL, where 25-27% of players are white, or the
NBA, where white players make up 17.5% of the league.
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Zooming into the genre, the authors also spoke about the writing process. They dove
into the deeper aspects of their work, even the smut. Rath said, "I think the least sexy
thing you can ever do is write a sex scene." A similar sentiment came up during Reid's
Saturday panel, where she described using the sex scenes to further the emotional arc.
When readers ask authors if they can skip the spice, Archer says of her own books,
"No, you can't skip the sex scenes. You're missing so much character development if
you don't go on the journey with them."

The panel turned to the future, too. Many of the authors write BIPOC and queer
representation into their novels, in a genre that often centers on whiteness and
homophobia. "We're writing the world as we want it to be," Rath said.

Reid has found that there is progress toward a future that these authors and their
readers want to see, saying that the NHL is interested in working with them. "People
on the inside, they really want to work toward change and want to make this happen."

With the hockey fandom at an all-time high, there's a whole team behind these authors
ready to drive change.
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At BookCon 2026, 'Heated Rivalry' author Rachel Reid and
show creator Jacob Tierney sit down to talk about instant
chemistry and what's next for the show
Fans of 'Heated Rivalry" filled the seats of BookCon 2026 to hear the show
creator, Jacob Tierney, speak with Rachel Reid, the author whose books inspired
the hit series.

04/18/2026 By Samantha Mangino

BookCon is back for the first time in 6 years — here's what to
expect for the event's return
Where BookTok comes to life.

04/17/2026 By Samantha Mangino

Andy Weir, Emily St. John Mandel, and more close out
BookCon 2026 with what makes a successful page-to-screen
adaptation
"I feel like I'm almost like pathologically welcoming of changes in the adaptation
process," said St. John Mandel.

8 hours ago By Samantha Mangino

All the literary tech and gear we spoMed at BookCon 2026
Kindles were notably nowhere in sight.

3 hours ago By Samantha Mangino

How to watch the 2026 winter sports ice hockey online for free
Live stream all the action from the PalaItalia and Fiera Milano from anywhere in
the world.

02/18/2026 By Joseph Green

NYT Connections hints today: Clues, answers for April 20,
2026
Everything you need to solve 'Connections' #1044.

04/20/2026 By Mashable Team

Wordle today: Answer, hints for April 20, 2026
Here are some tips and tricks to help you find the answer to "Wordle" #1766.

04/20/2026 By Mashable Team

NYT Strands hints, answers for April 20, 2026
Every hint, nudge and outright answer you need to complete today's NYT
Strands puzzle.

04/20/2026 By Mashable Team

New video of Huawei Pura X Max Wide shows what iPhone
Fold could look like
A Chinese YouTuber unboxes the newest foldable, which looks a lot like the
rumored iPhone Fold.

4 hours ago By Timothy Beck Werth

NYT Connections hints today: Clues, answers for April 19, 2026
Everything you need to solve 'Connections' #1043.

04/19/2026 By Mashable Team
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Astronaut Victor Glover on Artemis II: ’It did not feel like a reality show”
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