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28 APR 2026

CANADIAN CONTENT
JULIE ROY, CEO OF TELEFILM CANADA, ANALYZES THE ORGANIZATION’S PIVOTAL
ROLE IN INVESTING 550 MILLION CANADIAN DOLLARS ANNUALLY TO SUPPORT THE
DOMESTIC INDUSTRY AND BOOST ITS INTERNATIONAL PRESENCE.

by Romina Rodríguez romina@senalnews.com  Romina Rodríguez

T elefilm Canada operates as a cornerstone of the nation’s creative
economy, functioning as a crown corporation funded by the federal
government. While its primary mandate is to support domestic creation

and cinema, its reach extends far beyond local borders. As Julie Roy, CEO of
Telefilm Canada, explains, the organization acts as the primary representative
for the country’s entire audiovisual sector on the global stage. "Basically, we're a
funder and we are the largest investor in Canada in cinema. But on the
international stage, we represent the audiovisual at large... we are Team Canada
international," Roy notes, emphasizing their role in managing major pavilions at
top-tier markets like Cannes Film Festival, Berlinale, and Series Mania.

This mission to promote Canadian talent comes with the unique challenge of
managing a vast and culturally complex territory. The industry is currently seeing
a surge in demand, with programs often becoming oversubscribed as Telefilm
works to dismantle barriers for marginalized communities. Roy highlights that the
organization has made "bold commitments in terms of EDI, sustainability, and
indigenous streams," which are essential to reflecting the country's modern
identity. “Managing the distinct realities of regions across the country, in both
official languages—from the West Coast to Quebec—requires a delicate balance
and close collaboration with provincial agencies to ensure that cultural value and
economic growth go hand in hand,” she said.
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In the specific context of Series Mania, Telefilm focuses on concrete initiatives
that bridge the gap between creators and international broadcasters. One such
example is the Canada-France Series Lab, a joint venture with the CNC and Series
Mania Forum designed to stimulate co-productions. Additionally, through the
"Accelerator" program led by the Canadian Embassy in Paris, producers receive
specialized training and targeted meetings to turn creative projects into market
realities. Roy emphasizes the importance of being active in these environments
because "making connections sometimes is hard, so we try to stimulate and we
want to see the results eventually."

The ultimate goal of these efforts is to showcase why Canadian stories possess
such a unique ability to travel worldwide. Roy points to three distinct recent
successes that illustrate this global resonance. First is the psychological drama
"Empathie" (Empathy), which won the Audience Award at Series Mania and was so
well-received that France’s Canal+ joined as a partner for the second season,
famously deciding to keep the original Quebec version without dubbing. Then
there is "Heated Rivalry", a massive global phenomenon that blends hockey
culture with a queer romance, and "North of North", the first Netflix series led by
Inuit filmmakers.

According to Roy, these diverse hits prove that Canada’s multicultural fabric is its
greatest export strength. "It reflects well who we are. We're a rich, diverse country
with a lot of diaspora, and I think it adds to the kind of stories we can tell... I feel
that it resonates globally," she concludes. By embracing a mix of English, French,
and Indigenous voices, Telefilm Canada continues to ensure that the nation’s
stories don’t just stay at home, but find a meaningful place in the international
cultural landscape.
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