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Like any Met Gala attendee, Hudson Williams spent the night of May 4 being photographed, reposted, and

dissected online. Fans flooded social media with reactions to his look, clips from the event, and commentary

about who he interacted with throughout the night. But, after fans continued posting about him and his

Heated Rivalry co-star, Connor Storrie, Williams made a post on X that has since gone viral and sparked a

larger conversation. 

“Rpfing gotta stop yall,” the post plainly stated. 

Internet fandom culture has changed dramatically in recent years, especially as celebrities and influencers

become more accessible online through constant social media updates. The debate around privacy,

consent, and fandom culture is getting harder to ignore. Williams’s post has made this fact abundantly

clear — his comment has tons of people talking about boundaries around celebrities, with fans arguing over

where harmless jokes end and invasive behavior begins. Some have agreed with Williams and argued that

social media has blurred the lines between harmless fandom and full-blown parasocial relationships.

Others are defending it. Some are even saying that the posts being made are not actually RPF.

But let’s back up for a second. What is RPFing, anyway? If you’re not hyper-aware of fandom culture, then

you might not know what the term actually means, or why celebrities are getting so frustrated by it.

WHAT IS RPF?

“RPF” is a term short for “real person fiction.” It refers to fanfiction, or fan-created stories, edits, or imagined

relationships involving real people, rather than fictional characters. The practice has existed for a long time

in online spaces, particularly focusing on musicians, actors, and athletes. While it used to live in more niche

spaces (think Tumblr, Wattpad, and other fanfiction forums), social media has pushed it further into the

mainstream through TikTok edits, memes, and reposts. 

According to a February 2026 Teen Vogue article on RPFing,  many people within fandom spaces believe

there is an unspoken etiquette surrounding RPF, which is to keep it within fan communities and avoid

directly involving celebrities themselves. Nowadays, though, as fans post on social media and tag their

favorite celebrity, it’s becoming harder to keep boundaries on this content.  
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WHY IS WILLIAMS CALLING OUT RPFING? 

The controversy surrounding Hudson Williams’ comments didn’t come out of nowhere. For months, fans

online have closely followed Williams and Storrie, frequently posting edits, compilations, and jokes centered

around the pair’s chemistry both on and off screen. As the actors continued appearing together at major

public events, fans kept speculating about a possible relationship between the two of them, despite

William’s confirming he has a girlfriend. After the Met Gala, one fan posted something alluding to a

relationship between the two co-stars, which then resulted in the now-deleted comment by Williams. 

#PopCulture #popculturenews #foryou 

#hudsonwilliams #connorstorrie 

original sound - Holden Smith

Watch nowdeos on TikTok Watc
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Whether fans see RPF as harmless culture or an invasion of privacy, the conversations surrounding

Williams’s post shows how the lines between fandom and real life have gotten blurrier. 

CELEBRITY CULTURE ENTERTAINMENT

CAMILLE HAINES

Northwestern '26
 

Camille Haines is a national writer for Her Campus. She writes on lifestyle, ranging from anything

about culture to career.

Outside of Her Campus, Camille is a senior at Northwestern University studying journalism, political

science, and international studies. She is on the Northwestern Cheerleading Team and a

QuestBridge Scholar.

In her free time, Camille loves to read anything nonfiction and is always looking for a great book

recommendation. You can catch her on the lakefront in Evanston taking a stroll or trying out new

restaurants with friends.

ADVERTISEMENT

5/9/26, 4:41 PM What Is RPFing? Hudson Williams Called It Out

https://www.hercampus.com/culture/what-is-rpfing-hudson-williams/ 4/6

https://www.hercampus.com/tag/celebrity/
https://www.hercampus.com/tag/culture/
https://www.hercampus.com/tag/entertainment/
https://www.hercampus.com/author/camille-haines/
https://www.hercampus.com/author/camille-haines/
https://www.pinterest.com/CamilleHai/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/camille-haines-3136b7257


 𝕏    

9 Lansdowne St.

Suite 2

Boston, MA 02215

COMPANY

Her Campus Media

About Us

Shop

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

Sweepstakes Rules

BRANDS

Spoon University

College Fashionista

InfluenceHer Collective

Generation Hired

WE WANNA SLIDE INTO YOUR DMS

(but via email)

The newsletter you won’t leave unread.

your email



→

5/9/26, 4:41 PM What Is RPFing? Hudson Williams Called It Out

https://www.hercampus.com/culture/what-is-rpfing-hudson-williams/ 5/6

https://instagram.com/hercampus
https://instagram.com/hercampus
https://pinterest.com/hercampus
https://pinterest.com/hercampus
https://twitter.com/hercampus
https://twitter.com/hercampus
https://twitter.com/hercampus
https://www.facebook.com/HerCampusMagazine
https://www.facebook.com/HerCampusMagazine
https://www.youtube.com/user/HerCampus
https://www.youtube.com/user/HerCampus
https://www.tiktok.com/@hercampus
https://www.tiktok.com/@hercampus
https://www.snapchat.com/add/hercampus.com
https://www.snapchat.com/add/hercampus.com
http://www.hercampusmedia.com/
https://www.hercampus.com/about-us
http://hcxo.shop/
https://www.hercampusmedia.com/privacy-policy
https://www.hercampusmedia.com/terms-of-use
https://www.hercampusmedia.com/her-campus-media-official-giveaway-rules
https://www.spoonuniversity.com/
https://www.collegefashionista.com/
https://www.influencehercollective.com/
https://www.generationhired.com/


JOIN US

Write For Her Campus

Start a Chapter

High School Ambassadors

Be an Influencer

Campus Trendsetters

CONTACT US

Get in Touch

Join the Team

Internships

Her Campus may receive compensation for some links to products and services on this website.

Copyright © 2024 Her Campus Media, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

5/9/26, 4:41 PM What Is RPFing? Hudson Williams Called It Out

https://www.hercampus.com/culture/what-is-rpfing-hudson-williams/ 6/6

https://www.hercampus.com/write-her-campus/
https://www.hercampus.com/start-a-chapter
https://herfuture.hercampus.com/
https://www.influencehercollective.com/
https://www.hercampusmedia.com/campus-trendsetters
https://www.hercampus.com/get-in-touch/
https://www.hercampusmedia.com/careers
https://www.hercampusmedia.com/internships

