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‘The best antidote to hate,’ Heated Rivalry
showrunner Jacob Tierney on the
importance of Queer joy and representation

At Departure Honours, showrunner Jacob Tierney and star Ksenia
Kharlamova discuss why Heated Rivalry’s joyful queer love story is
resonating with audiences and why centring happiness in 2SLGBTQ+
representation matters now more than ever.
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Joyful Queer love stories are still rarer on television than they

should be — and that’s exactly why Heated Rivalry struck

such a chord with audiences this year. Speaking with Queer &

Now at the Departure Honours in Toronto, showrunner Jacob

Tierney reflected on the importance of putting Queer joy

front and centre, why the series needed a happy ending, and

how the hit show resonated far beyond LGBTQ+ audiences.

Departure Festival hit Toronto this week, with talent from across Canada

joined by international stars for a week of performances, showcases, panels

and all things entertainment industry related. This includes the Departure

Speaking to Queer & Now at the Departure Honours in Toronto, creator Jacob Tierney opened up
about the importance of telling Queer stories that centre love, happiness and hope. (Courtesy: Now
Toronto)
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Honours, an award ceremony giving flowers to some of the most talented

stars in the country. That includes none other than the Heated Rivalry

showrunner, Jacob Tierney, who received the Creative Impact Award.

“It’s the most amazing gift that I’ve been given, and it’s my absolute pleasure

and honour to be able to be a person who can put not just a Queer

storyline, but a joyful Queer story on TV,” the writer told Queer & Now.

He shared that joy is the key, because even though we’re seeing more

2SLGBTQ+ representation on screen, that doesn’t equate to seeing the

happiness of our communities reflected. 

“That’s the most important thing to me, because I think that so many people

see our stories and for understandable reasons, there’s a lot of trauma

associated with them,” he explained.

“I think, really, the reason I wanted to make Heated Rivalry is because it’s a

love story with a happy ending, and it’s incredibly meaningful to me to be

able to do that.”
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And why is Queer joy so important?

“Because it’s the best. Because we don’t get to see it, and I think joy is the

best antidote to hate.”

The highlighting of Queer love and happiness is something that Canadian

actress Ksenia Kharlamova, who plays Svetlana Vetrova, the love interest

and friend of Ilya Rozanov, also holds dear.

Canadian actress Ksenia Kharlamova plays Svetlana Vetrova. (Courtesy: IMBD)

“I feel like this show has really touched so many different demographics of

people, and I feel like there’s something in it that everyone can connect

with, which I really, really love,” Kharlamova told Queer & Now.

This is something that she also appreciates from her perspective as a

woman of colour.
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“I didn’t think they would cast me just because I’m not stereotypically

Eastern European looking, even though we have, like, a ton of different

ethnic groups in Eastern Europe,” Kharlamova, who is of Russian-Trinidadian

descent, explained.

READ MORE

“I feel like, often, a lot of casting directors think like, ‘Oh, this character has

to be this race for us to cast you,’ and it’s like, why can’t they just be like a

‘Best show on television,’ Heated Rivalry season two is coming: here’s when fans can

expect it

Sex, hockey, and romance: Why everyone is obsessed with Crave’s ‘Heated Rivalry’

Where do the lesbians go? Diving into the lack of spaces for queer women & why

they’re essential
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person or a character that just fits the story?” she continued, adding that it’s

important for audiences to see themselves represented. 

“There are so many different faces out there, so many different people, and

so many different stories. So I feel like it’s amazing to showcase that as

well.”

A moment for my Lesbians in the fanbase

Heated Rivalry is based on the novel of the same name by Canadian author

Rachel Reid. Ahead of season two, which is already in production and

based on a book in the same collection of novels, this Lesbian columnist

had an important question for Tierney: Will my fellow women-loving-women

have a moment in season two? Not clear – but he did give us our flowers. 

“I want Lesbians to have a moment all the time, most of my heroes are

lesbians,” he shared. 
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“Unfortunately, I don’t know that there’s a… Lesbian storyline coming up in

the show, but I’m so grateful to the Lesbians that formed me, and that made

me into the man and the artist that I am today.”

DEVON BANFIELD

WRITER / EDITOR
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‘I’m really glad Toronto has a team for women,’ Torontonians
proud of Toronto Tempo regardless of nail-biting 3-point loss

POSTED 21 HOURS AGO

6 Departure Festival events to catch in Toronto before the
weekend wraps up

CULTURE

ADVERTISEMENT

5/9/26, 4:25 PM Heated Rivalry showrunner Jacob Tierney on Queer joy - NOW Toronto

https://nowtoronto.com/culture/heated-rivalry-queer-and-now-jacob-tierney/ 10/19

https://nowtoronto.com/culture/im-really-glad-toronto-has-a-team-for-women-torontonians-proud-of-toronto-tempo-regardless-of-nail-biting-3-point-loss/
https://nowtoronto.com/culture/departure-festival-events-to-catch-in-toronto-before-the-weekend-wraps-up/
https://nowtoronto.com/culture/departure-festival-events-to-catch-in-toronto-before-the-weekend-wraps-up/
https://nowtoronto.com/category/culture/


$17.49 Subscribe Now

$17.49 Subscribe Now

Find events happening now.

VIEW ALL EVENTS

ADVERTISEMENT

5/9/26, 4:25 PM Heated Rivalry showrunner Jacob Tierney on Queer joy - NOW Toronto

https://nowtoronto.com/culture/heated-rivalry-queer-and-now-jacob-tierney/ 11/19

https://cat.da1.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=P1NsHfDVh9saIixZP0V27wgUstGcG-kVbThELwEOzvYCJ9vvYHplzbUQ2NAxyWtVp_iVRlth0rb-1uhsn6idSLnI1kTk63caAYv2VKz1YWntCddztBG8T154Go3xXS5jvuz9Lq9tYpkASELW3dSZKjjmq69pahOuMUCyKHhNVqcyjVZ2ebHBt-_kwMAkBDyCNoxUDbbvGl9PYerex2G98dX6zN8xMWCidXEB7BeF3uCrGch_u89JaAtL77nIKD0IaqcIXFldiwkd6R8XGJZHUhkDbETTVVGjkFHetjh9gmhnREXaszcUWcS_pEx93sKkuflpWcm5rBd6C7EgO4lqiJ0d2dY0dW4NpFuUmP0PtMSa5ZBokQmyzuMVR5spMQj9Tex0J-RDvhx9ePX_KspNB8F4D5zV7GOQARYzjhA3cQKk0EzxCSte7ADTyqtcjzPeGdZfTbXJ1ylPiE-1o3V2JuEknNExgImeJfpPOEHlHRANz52uOAk50HMLXhiIam_MVtsEk-fWSmHjKIAmh095H9nUmq-ignUpblaLrCVvk0DT7a-RPhliZR1vsF9TavQCEqxsXrPzDYQwcK7H8XXaDsyJDczCME0-XA8GNwnyomhy7GkEKUi8AWFeHVYJSH-yDdQ-2p81O9hglhnInvoz30paDoWRXWWwy8q_8fyPZsaq-1pvw_YCIDMZdAx4B5dr8BqyfQ&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.liquid-iv.com%2Fpages%2Fsubscriptions%3Fcr_bannerid%3D2635050%26cr_campaignid%3D665633%26cr_type%3Ddisplay%26cto_pld%3D6VWe5ajVAQAaLHF3mrNRVw
https://cat.da1.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=Gc9NdPDVh9saIixZP0V27wgUstGcG-kVbThELwEOzvYCJ9vvYHplzbUQ2NAxyWtVp_iVRlth0rb-1uhsn6idSLnI1kTk63caAYv2VKz1YWntCddztBG8T154Go3xXS5jvuz9Lq9tYpkASELW3dSZKjjmq69pahOuMUCyKHhNVqcyjVZ2fb_BPoVok6Ofzt_Uc-sWeM-pq0kvfEFyS4N7E3A_x0oZQegFvMQ_EhWpAdPAKPyC_iZPeh8B_OsljZ163Cc3xEL6XZTwIAUDvbbUGa1FdewFt2uFDN5sc2p-rxT83MGAWUeRAEipDRyndhe_X0U3DHiYOtyqOjVeCuH-fmKfuqYan9AoguhZzk6rd0UW6KsPOrIm6UJGLVBQIcHQuSJ8DxNw7k1Z6uPV5c8yQxzQSOg9lzWJ1qe9LhnpH9LILBmQtk3--bg0gBwTKOcLq816ila82BRnFHbYVK09v7W8yR_UaG4PIcoOwqNsaWQs3O0579MmGur9jfuMmjTja7EDZ_ecnYXupN8QQM5JvLJcErrV6KeGMzWnDnsKGtfBfJNKFxuRLSedEaaHW0tC5l9GCNfrHIItQGTdTXSHZYi261YUlVSn1MM7vtbtgmwVeVkpVvWAKDnb8qb721pdai1bpD-zD24HtdMR8Pz51S0MDsivfC3b6LOmnJCp-AKlP0WNy3t0722Hi5wnS9yemGFvMZTH58NktZyLaEFkTz7MykI&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.liquid-iv.com%2Fproducts%2Fpina-colada-hydration-multiplier%3FFlavor%3DPi%25C3%25B1a%2BColada%26Size%3D16PK%26one-time%3D41865054289956%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dcse%26cr_bannerid%3D2635050%26cr_campaignid%3D665633%26cr_type%3Ddisplay%26cto_pld%3DhO1826jVAQAvZCY6zGoKdQ
https://cat.da1.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=Bn_7WvDVh9saIixZP0V27wgUstGcG-kVbThELwEOzvYCJ9vvYHplzbUQ2NAxyWtVp_iVRlth0rb-1uhsn6idSLnI1kTk63caAYv2VKz1YWntCddztBG8T154Go3xXS5jvuz9Lq9tYpkASELW3dSZKjjmq69pahOuMUCyKHhNVqcyjVZ2fb_BPoVok6Ofzt_Uc-sWeHI9hLt3HJ8t1v7U3QMoxJfAcgOqseewJISBAhlEzhCXRT0GWQGA_p3Dmvd2npiIt3sAbzoA92EvIcwJ4S_ppLfCJGLE4ZU39CswXIYhf7TtkCqps97ZufgGv8p4idUq1_98D2vYmTNioqF1pmjNJlABm0L0DwHg3Zv98BRvTqVe0ySZKs9_RG6rEX1-pyzXIbevymSfSuw8nRc-cpE33BetVcelTpdGAYhlu8NvAXheoTbRfCHQFNe9w_66M-fVoZTGRAzNh0DKGwQ5fKXUvuP7q44-RSJPQeF5gDVqyb5GDs8KAZwK3EWHTJ-tNVwrke0lDePIKOk8ReQ0-0wOk1K0T8c1_PcsvFDdYae057Eq4HMlH2HlyadnIaneIu2bA_V2w4D71naZAmb7Aiwlxou0E6W8bAtyFGrWBoT1r-iF_arrPLd19KivYXyfh1jj3UZ2MqZwUsNaMMOPcyADtPm17TnH-Hrx2pbAw_cEzrDoodOru4T36nlbZQeZKkdEB5VsxmcNDCcAEV8fe8s0qpY&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.liquid-iv.com%2Fproducts%2Facai-berry-hydration-multiplier%3FFlavor%3DA%25C3%25A7ai%2BBerry%26Size%3D16PK%26selling_plan%3D6252658724%5C%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dcse%26cr_bannerid%3D2635050%26cr_campaignid%3D665633%26cr_type%3Ddisplay%26cto_pld%3Daay7B6jVAQB-ESk3A1pmGQ
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=zGJf1Lu77ez4iHjdoUUsHmZmqdnn6qhPo6R0r8POY-lgDIGOrFmPXJD6dgMTj6ei8jGRqrIy1CJlgPUZqYzRI9MSKeBe-qu9WN6bDwU-GDZCJwoHSL3OFDZG2h3G0nznXRKqadfyq_fNuEY8o0IvbGoOebOWN4dtBc765TAe8GBKKVZO
https://nowtoronto.com/events/


5/9/26, 4:25 PM Heated Rivalry showrunner Jacob Tierney on Queer joy - NOW Toronto

https://nowtoronto.com/culture/heated-rivalry-queer-and-now-jacob-tierney/ 12/19



POSTED 23 HOURS AGO

What a time to be a diaspora baby in Toronto: Caribbean
culture shines at Departure Festival

CULTURE

FEATURED

YOUR CITY

POSTED 24 HOURS AGO

CULTURE

5/9/26, 4:25 PM Heated Rivalry showrunner Jacob Tierney on Queer joy - NOW Toronto

https://nowtoronto.com/culture/heated-rivalry-queer-and-now-jacob-tierney/ 13/19

https://nowtoronto.com/culture/caribbean-dev-banfield-departure-festival/
https://nowtoronto.com/culture/caribbean-dev-banfield-departure-festival/
https://nowtoronto.com/category/culture/
https://nowtoronto.com/category/featured/
https://nowtoronto.com/category/news/
https://nowtoronto.com/culture/events-happening-in-toronto-this-weekend-may-8-10/
https://nowtoronto.com/culture/events-happening-in-toronto-this-weekend-may-8-10/
https://nowtoronto.com/category/culture/


Events happening in Toronto this weekend: May 8-10
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