
Runaway HBO Love Story Hit Ranked a Fan
Favorite of TV Couples
The enemies to lovers pairing has captivated fans both on screen and on the page.
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Connor Storrie and Hudson Williams attend the premiere of “Heated Rivalry” at TIFF Lightbox

Photo by Harold Feng on Getty Images

Key Points

'Heated Rivalry' became a top HBO Max and Crave hit, debuting in November 2025.

The show’s forbidden hockey romance has been praised for “sincerity” and “extraordinary chemistry.”

Fans await season two in 2027 and the final book 'Unrivaled' in summer 2027.

It’s the year of the hockey romance, and this couple is goals for more reason than one.

The HBO show Heated Rivalry has cemented itself in the cultural zeitgeist. Fans of the

runaway hit streamer have officially ranked lead characters Shane Hollander and Ilya
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Rozanov as one of their favorite TV couples according to The Guardian. They call Ilya

and Shane’s forbidden romance filled with “sincerity” and “extraordinary chemistry” as

well as saying that Heated Rivalry “is steamy, yes, but entirely earnest in its depiction of

these two men so palpably yearning for [each other.]”

Advertisement

Portrayed by Hudson Williams and Conner Storrie in the series, Heated Rivalry hit

streaming in late November of 2025. The show was a smash hit and became the second

top driver of viewership to HBO Max in their entire catalog. Additionally, it is Crave’s

most-watched original series to date. A second season is in the works, set for a 2027

premiere. Storrie and Williams will both return to reprise their roles.
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Based on the enemies to lovers romance novel of the same name, Heated Rivalry

follows Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov who are star hockey players drafted the

same year to rival teams. Shane is more shy and quiet, whereas Ilya is brazen and

extremely cocky. After the players spontaneous connect and hook up, they maintain a

casual relationship over the years that blossoms into something more. But their

relationship is challenged not only by their incredibly different personalities, but by

homophobia, other romances, and the overtly competitive nature of their chosen sport.

Advertisement

Heated Rivalry is technically the second book in author Rachel Reid’s “Game Changers”

series, the first of two that follow Shane and Ilya’s partnership. A final book following the

beloved couple titled Unrivaled is set for release in the summer of 2027. In addition to

the trilogy, Reid has released standalone short stories featuring the couple on her

website.

Readers and viewers alike have fallen in love with Shane and Ilya for their wit, charm,

and palpable chemistry both on the screen and on the page. Fans are so ready to see

where their journeys will take them in the upcoming sequels.
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Entertainment News Writer

Kendra Syrdal is a writer and media strategist based in the Pacific Northwest. She is a dedicated storyteller and

culture enthusiast with more than a decade of experience in all things online.

Start the Conversation

Books

BookCon 2026: How ‘Heated Rivalry’ Season 2 Will Change ‘Role Model’s Tone

Nicole Weaver

Trending Stories

01
News

Sydney Sweeney Hard Launches Scooter Braun on Instagram—See the Photos

Grace Galante

1 hour ago

02
News

Olympian Tara Lipinski Reveals ‘Devastating’ Family Update: ‘We Lost Our Baby’

5/1/26, 2:43 PM Runaway HBO Hockey Romance Hit Ranked a Fan Favorite of TV Couples - Parade

https://parade.com/news/hbo-heated-rivalry-ranked-fan-favorite-tv-couple 5/7

https://parade.com/author/kendra-syrdal
https://parade.com/books/bookcon-2026-how-heated-rivalry-season-2-will-change-role-models-tone
https://parade.com/books/bookcon-2026-how-heated-rivalry-season-2-will-change-role-models-tone
https://parade.com/news/sydney-sweeney-hard-launches-scooter-braun-instagram-see-the-photos
https://parade.com/news/olympian-tara-lipinski-reveals-devastating-family-update-we-lost-our-baby


Erin Crabtree

1 hour ago

03
News

Who Won ‘Jeopardy’ Today? (May 1, 2026) Plus, the Final Jeopardy Answer

Lizzy Buczak

1 hour ago

04
Food & Drink

New High Noon Release Is a Big First for the Brand

Marisa Losciale

1 hour ago

Recommended for you

Meet the
powerful tools…

Adobe Systems Incorporated

Give Mom What
She Craves Thi…

Nothing Bundt Cakes

Former Nanny
Reveals Jolie’s…

Twist Digital

Scarlett
Johansson and…

Twist Digital

Ruidoso: Spring
Getaway

Ruidoso, New Mexico

27 Hilarious
Southern Signs…

The Fun Guru

Roman Wives
Had To Do This…

Twist Digital

Dawn Wells
Never Married …

Twist Digital

5/1/26, 2:43 PM Runaway HBO Hockey Romance Hit Ranked a Fan Favorite of TV Couples - Parade

https://parade.com/news/hbo-heated-rivalry-ranked-fan-favorite-tv-couple 6/7

https://parade.com/news/who-won-jeopardy-today-may-1-2026-plus-the-final-jeopardy-answer
https://parade.com/food/high-noon-transfusion-vodka-seltzer-flavor-debut
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/225291;7892514;50126;211;0/?ft_width=1&ft_height=1&gdpr=0&gdpr_consent=&us_privacy=&url=37707079&obOrigUrl=true
https://a.rfihub.com/ac/b/c3Q9aHRtbCZhYT02NDM4OTcxLDEyNjc1OTQ5NSwzMDg3NzY1LDgxMDU2MzQwMywyMzE2NzMsMjczMjI3MSw3MzE1NTA2NTZkMjA0ZGE1Yzg2NzUxOGE2ZTAwZjU4YiwlMjJodHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGcm9ja2V0ZnVlbGluYy5jb20lMjIsNTEzNDcsODAzMDM1LDIwNTI1MDU2Nyw2Nzk2MTMsMTY3NTM2MSZtdD0xJnJiPTE5OTY3JnJlPTQ2MzQxJmhjaT0mdXVpZD0zMDgxMjY2NTU4NTc3NTIyMTg5JnVzdD05JnVzPVhZMjExN3lXdjFnd3FyNlVtS3g4TGM3Z0s1MU9LalVtSFJnN3haSGFuMF9FekZ6ZTAmZGk9JmRjPTMmZGlzcmM9MCZiaXA9NjguMy4xMTkuOTYmZGlkPXRpZF8yNzMyMjcxfG1lZF9yZWd1bGFy/n/https://www.nothingbundtcakes.com/gift-guide/mothers-day/?utm_source=zeta&utm_medium=paiddisplay&obOrigUrl=true
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_outbrainrtb/71223490/203865138/991c3073-45a6-11f1-acce-obOrigUrl=true
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_outbrainrtb/70729247/201338393/991c3073-45a6-11f1-acce-obOrigUrl=true
https://lax1-ib.adnxs.com/click2?e=wqT_3QKhAfBDoQAAAAMAxBkFAQiuvNTPBhCV852u5bjv1hIY3ue0o-7Jx4xaIJjB-QsorTsw6j84AkCg16_WAki9_psBUABaA1VTRGIBBfBYaAFwAXiL9WKAAe_bBYgBAZABApgBBaABAqkBhXcebzy41T-xAR98UZjQw9M_uQEAAACgmZn5P8EBOBA3TNmO2z_JAQ7DR8SUSN4_2AHYU-ABAPAB6Cn4AQA./s=5e9a2d8b6d91713aaee85ac26063488ee90834b4/bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/pp=0.308827/cnd=%21LBOrggjTu8cfEKDXr9YCGL3-mwEgACgAMQAAAAAAAPg_OglMQVgxOjU1NjdA_0tJAAAAAAAA8D9RAAAAAAAAAABZAAAAAAAAAABhAAAAAAAAAABpAAAAAAAAAABxAAAAAAAAAAB4AIkBAAAAAAAA8D8./cca=ODE3MCNMQVgxOjU1Njc=/bn=93679/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN2511927.5611166MEDIAMOGUL%2FB33939592.440526577%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D633945749%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D240451756%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D0%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1&obOrigUrl=true
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_outbrainrtb/70900907/202274012/99505b7d-45a6-11f1-a955-obOrigUrl=true
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_outbrainrtb/71258965/204137617/99505b7d-45a6-11f1-a955-obOrigUrl=true
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_outbrainrtb/71298634/204374318/99505b7d-45a6-11f1-a955-obOrigUrl=true


ENTERTAINMENT

FOOD & DRINK

LIFE

HEALTH

SHOPPING

POP CULTURE

Sitemap About Parade About Parade Health Editorial Policy Advertise With Us Contact Us Licensing Request

Privacy Policy Terms of Use

© 2026 The Arena Media Brands, LLC PARADE is a

registered trademark of Athlon Sports Communications, Inc.

5/1/26, 2:43 PM Runaway HBO Hockey Romance Hit Ranked a Fan Favorite of TV Couples - Parade

https://parade.com/news/hbo-heated-rivalry-ranked-fan-favorite-tv-couple 7/7

https://parade.com/
https://www.instagram.com/parademag/
https://pinterest.com/parademag/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ParadeMagazine
https://www.facebook.com/parademag
https://twitter.com/ParadeMagazine
https://tiktok.com/@parademag
https://parade.com/sitemap
https://parade.com/about-us
https://parade.com/about-parade-health
https://parade.com/editorial-policy
mailto:paradesales@thearenagroup.net
https://thearenagroup.net/our-brands/parade/
https://info.wrightsmedia.com/the-arena-group-licensing
https://thearenagroup.net/privacy-policy/
https://thearenagroup.net/terms-of-use/
https://thearenagroup.net/

