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Prime Video, Crave

WHAT TO KNOW

e Heated Rivalry and Off Campus are two hockey romance TV adaptations.
e Even before Off Campus’ premiere, it's been compared to Heated Rivalry.

e Swooon breaks down why the two series shouldn’t be compared.

We thank our lucky stars every day that we were born just in time to witness the
hockey romance renaissance. The fact that not one, but two hockey romance book
series have been adapted into TV shows — Off Campus and Heated Rivalry —

within a year of each other? Absolutely stunning.

But... there’s also a catch. Ever since Heated Rivalry became a global phenomenon
and the Off Campus promo started, there have been endless comparisons between
the two. Months before anyone even saw a glimpse of Off Campus, some fans had

already made assumptions.
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It needs to stop now.

Heated Rivalry and Off Campus both fall into the hockey romance category, yes,
and they're coming out within months of each other. They also both offer major
spice and a little taste of hockey on the side. (Let’s be real, no one’s coming to these
stories for the sports.) But, as one X user aptly puts it in a viral post, “Saying Off
Campus and Heated Rivalry are the same because they both have ice hockey is like
saying How to Train Your Dragon and Game of Thrones are the same because they
both have dragons.” These two shows are drastically different, and comparing
them in advance gives people the wrong expectations. It's also a disservice to both

of them.

First, let’s lay out how different they are, starting with the series you're probably
less familiar with (unless you're a hockey romance reader). Off Campus is
described by Prime Video itself as a college soap. Based on Elle Kennedy’s book
series of the same name, Season 1 follows 2015’s The Deal, which sees Briar
University hockey player Garrett Graham (Belmont Cameli) and music major
Hannah Wells (Ella Bright) fake date and fall for each other. The Deal, like every
subsequent book in the series, is hot and fun while delving into deeper issues that
come with new adulthood. In The Deal, without broaching spoiler territory, that’s

about healing from past trauma and learning to trust again.

You don’t need us to tell you that Heated Rivalry is a completely different universe,
covering a decade-long secret romance between professional hockey players
Shane Hollander (Hudson Williams) and Ilya Rozanov (Connor Storrie).

Heated Rivalry gives fans a joyful, unreserved queer romance with a happily ever
after, while challenging toxic masculinity and the idea that queer relationships

end tragically.
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To compare one show to the other — or measure how good one show is by
weighing it against the other — is pointless. Even if you aren’t putting one of them
down by saying “my hockey romance show is better than your hockey romance
show,” putting them in constant conversation with each other is uninspiring

and lazy.

Fans don't want or need to hear about what the Off Campus cast thinks of Heated
Rivalry, or vice versa. Even if they're being compared positively, we should let these
shows stand on their own.

RELATED

Your Complete

Guide to the 'Off
Campus Cast

We need to remember the big picture, too: We want more romance shows to get
made. We want more romance shows to be celebrated. Off Campus and Heated
Rivalry aren’t trying to compete against each other. Neither was created because of
the other. (Deadline announced the Off Campus adaptation months before Heated
Rivalry. But even that doesn't really matter, because they simply fall into entirely

different categories.)

Go into Off Campus with no preconceived notions. Both do different things, and
having seen both shows, they both do them well. Let’s not start a fan war for no

reason at all. You can and should enjoy both!
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Why 'Off Campus' and 'Heated Rivalry' Comparisons Must Stop
Off Campus, Season 1, May 13, Prime Video

Heated Rivalry, Season 1, Streaming Now, Crave & HBO Max

Filed Under: TV
Books: The Deal

Programs: Heated Rivalry Off Campus

Conversation 1 comment

Your voice matters. Discussions are moderated for civility. Read our guidelines here

Commenting as Guest L Login Signup
What do you think? ©

Sort by Best v

KT  Kayley Teagan
4 May, 2026
| get paid over $110 per hour working from home. | never thought I'd be able to do it but my divorced
friend has twin toddlers and made Over $20191 a month doing this and she convinced me to try. The
possibility with this is endless....
This is what I do................. LIVEJOB1.COM

Reply = 91 &GP - Share

Powered by 3+ OpenWeb Terms | Privacy | Feedback

FUEL YOUR

PROTEIN

GOALS

The Hottest Stories on Swooon Right Now

https://www.swooon.com/1278015/off-campus-heated-rivalry-comparisons/

5/6


https://www.swooon.com/section/tv/
https://www.swooon.com/book/the-deal/
https://www.tvinsider.com/show/heated-rivalry/
https://www.tvinsider.com/show/off-campus/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvzBW6O7VTgg6aTx9IDRPGDa0vH3bnLcliNz1KV4l7YwWLfVrVBSto4UX2hHZ4Ussr0KyMkXNLo6eyUD0i1dQHbGv6wyeol9-smLekOhe8tmkqTlGhlViBCYTTlW6rSTcMWhiwnm4KHd99_Va_nZOPvYkwCOpSs1X1mMP2oRYVKYsEV8gpFiWhPzkEv0qnObUAbWWK3xuuQXOlKCuA9aviSaSbUs2QmS7-4LXJzrbTLSyR_H1r-UOAQLCRjzaJx0TzbbjCoxegltVul7edGmaZA11rZR36HT6AmJU5r6fT8sGEnv63wV5VJokGXqzwFYQkQLjxSk2m26VRKhmgZUr5_4JG-8olN5Azm8EpArhqjlipkFgErhaPiRvejLetsVWKynn2FvvM-0laq6YwmmapuCFxzY50VBy_38xZO_RPSvfA1bB1duWD4MDNLPSt7Ww&sai=AMfl-YQk1mUT2SUEDoJOLy5UeVVIxX1xJ5x9oGmfELSwUXqtZihTNRwsY16UcTyUNwyrbyGO4fVMWWpXlxSNP5w1zYleedm27gfYsZkKUiZSGODOWsighOsAOJ0mMTsOsAR6RNNQdDe0sK2xIdX7UL3cbGHVJKl1_YOOnaTFyNL__x8G7i6isDcPxR4S6iNPMbV3Z0mM_dywMi9O1Vg_Xx51KzrbEzpRipWkyuk3h88z4xDLoVltoTfD4uBR1CVzG0UszDnZyVzJkESXi_WzdoIFn6qjGFcl&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA-gBNRE82xY&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk%3Fimp%3Dea2329d7-4f3e-4b02-8d67-13a78f9c4135%26ag%3Dquj9efi%26sfe%3D1c361e0e%26sig%3DkPztx9Q6iUpZvw8YCMQs-qZQn0PxKIWiZyZb3ZXLZ7A.%26crid%3D7er76pub%26cf%3D9857357%26fq%3D0%26t%3D1%26td_s%3Dwww.swooon.com%26rcats%3D%26mste%3D%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3D%26mfsi%3D%26sv%3Dmedianet%26uhow%3D139%26agsa%3D%26wp%3D1.012%26rgz%3D85286%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DOSX%26os%3DOSX1015%26br%3DChrome%26svpid%3D8CUWT5596%26rlangs%3Den,os%26mlang%3D%26did%3D%26rcxt%3DOther%26tmpc%3D37.170000000000016%26vrtd%3D%26osi%3D%26osv%3D%26daid%3D%26dnr%3D0%26vpb%3D%26crrelr%3D%26npt%3D%26cc%3D3~KLUv_WPYfRZonQNdFAATnm5QAgSBqsraoCoJVBVWVJWMDx4tobLwGzOJkY4eaujk2OKiBJQ2WGt8Em96FpZ48EQRckTIUU6hAg8e-NRQROaEJE95-hYLrFHhik2wu7RjtsYlCMMVA4Ly3InFm9wXNegzbeGvB4398G5u-9U0mmd2Zcrss8azf9NX7dfRVRqNi1MGgTTZfP9dY50zXpH4mzVyo9nsLMPGYk6rzBmDyfYhj8O40GMMngF1-qeHUF93iwGXsqIu16ubco8Z08E4H0-Hm9djF7dH-3jYlGnd_ubGorGuJXZ7stgztrVdpzy_mDeYUvbxdCEx-XtlubGaLqt9Nn8W2pJ79MrL5qBwir3xhs0pbmlXkfRP9qRFuTarD_thdy5w1kOF3efzZg-lsJbG2jBlfeNhJxWrN5vyTzidoVyYShAXN2I7JcmIKgsk1cBkZb5W7P9LQ9RxiBlt23eSjuUsQFhwqAkRlMcSIRlTPQQ94yF4HuD4I8bFGSiYKEj5IFIQNnyk__5iSyvM7lehN9XGo1pIpVo4USxZ7dipfVf9W44bnwY3YCDZmL-fN7HUKVj96hEDSZXyhSvX6nWg6AEK7lzoIN8BP_xXzcsQKAc_RtVtiDVSFcB4z-DzROCTkmFvkqe0d899vLyJxUmqktffZjVBBN-8Io0cFqrz1J1w9Eaq4xt5Km3ULeRA27zkFDUpV3neKXVUoPMFI2jFitko60zyE6ot8REmwHk5Hgpnes3r6hRn049DJgkeTZcn1tOSUJ4YQOhsr3oqqMeQxxG7acD2ooaVLv4Sa4e7Pwy_9I2wqx-AtYEugVThiB1mFkp5eSjJZ4-jNzmYwmhTXYdqMVt_0u7gim7ajVCF5VfZaZwA8qk.%26dur%3D1~KLUv_WMFoCgkVwBlAwDThROqHN7gwBIvKqAKCEAIKR_VBVZYSuCAFQJUQPT_fi-f8loNJcYa7qkp1BFPiPmVHe-2E5W4scWzXBFUB4WjK9NudHgB4G6Cuo_pFpLvL58I_N4L2l2xwVpmgzlp4mQuIU227zxG9aEZfm4.%26durs%3DfHxsBi%26bdc%3D131%26uidd%3Dym3pTQ2jjauqk0cI5gB6u4w0oU6IllzTmdERybuQBesHynFl%26mk%3DApple%26testid%3Diavc1%2520%26fpa%3D272%26pcm%3D3%26ict%3DUnknown%26said%3D48568277802214_732551664_3280591842461_0%26auct%3D1%26tail%3D1%26r%3Dhttps://lets.shop/2986/FuelGoodFeelGood-HX-RTN/%253Futm_medium%253DDisplay%2526utm_source%253DTTD%2526utm_campaign%253D1H26_FGFG%2526utm_content%253D1H26_FGFG%2526utm_term%253DFGFG%2526dclid%253D%2525edclid!%2526gad_source%253D7%2526gad_campaignid%253D23373702369
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvzBW6O7VTgg6aTx9IDRPGDa0vH3bnLcliNz1KV4l7YwWLfVrVBSto4UX2hHZ4Ussr0KyMkXNLo6eyUD0i1dQHbGv6wyeol9-smLekOhe8tmkqTlGhlViBCYTTlW6rSTcMWhiwnm4KHd99_Va_nZOPvYkwCOpSs1X1mMP2oRYVKYsEV8gpFiWhPzkEv0qnObUAbWWK3xuuQXOlKCuA9aviSaSbUs2QmS7-4LXJzrbTLSyR_H1r-UOAQLCRjzaJx0TzbbjCoxegltVul7edGmaZA11rZR36HT6AmJU5r6fT8sGEnv63wV5VJokGXqzwFYQkQLjxSk2m26VRKhmgZUr5_4JG-8olN5Azm8EpArhqjlipkFgErhaPiRvejLetsVWKynn2FvvM-0laq6YwmmapuCFxzY50VBy_38xZO_RPSvfA1bB1duWD4MDNLPSt7Ww&sai=AMfl-YQk1mUT2SUEDoJOLy5UeVVIxX1xJ5x9oGmfELSwUXqtZihTNRwsY16UcTyUNwyrbyGO4fVMWWpXlxSNP5w1zYleedm27gfYsZkKUiZSGODOWsighOsAOJ0mMTsOsAR6RNNQdDe0sK2xIdX7UL3cbGHVJKl1_YOOnaTFyNL__x8G7i6isDcPxR4S6iNPMbV3Z0mM_dywMi9O1Vg_Xx51KzrbEzpRipWkyuk3h88z4xDLoVltoTfD4uBR1CVzG0UszDnZyVzJkESXi_WzdoIFn6qjGFcl&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA-gBNRE82xY&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk%3Fimp%3Dea2329d7-4f3e-4b02-8d67-13a78f9c4135%26ag%3Dquj9efi%26sfe%3D1c361e0e%26sig%3DkPztx9Q6iUpZvw8YCMQs-qZQn0PxKIWiZyZb3ZXLZ7A.%26crid%3D7er76pub%26cf%3D9857357%26fq%3D0%26t%3D1%26td_s%3Dwww.swooon.com%26rcats%3D%26mste%3D%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3D%26mfsi%3D%26sv%3Dmedianet%26uhow%3D139%26agsa%3D%26wp%3D1.012%26rgz%3D85286%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DOSX%26os%3DOSX1015%26br%3DChrome%26svpid%3D8CUWT5596%26rlangs%3Den,os%26mlang%3D%26did%3D%26rcxt%3DOther%26tmpc%3D37.170000000000016%26vrtd%3D%26osi%3D%26osv%3D%26daid%3D%26dnr%3D0%26vpb%3D%26crrelr%3D%26npt%3D%26cc%3D3~KLUv_WPYfRZonQNdFAATnm5QAgSBqsraoCoJVBVWVJWMDx4tobLwGzOJkY4eaujk2OKiBJQ2WGt8Em96FpZ48EQRckTIUU6hAg8e-NRQROaEJE95-hYLrFHhik2wu7RjtsYlCMMVA4Ly3InFm9wXNegzbeGvB4398G5u-9U0mmd2Zcrss8azf9NX7dfRVRqNi1MGgTTZfP9dY50zXpH4mzVyo9nsLMPGYk6rzBmDyfYhj8O40GMMngF1-qeHUF93iwGXsqIu16ubco8Z08E4H0-Hm9djF7dH-3jYlGnd_ubGorGuJXZ7stgztrVdpzy_mDeYUvbxdCEx-XtlubGaLqt9Nn8W2pJ79MrL5qBwir3xhs0pbmlXkfRP9qRFuTarD_thdy5w1kOF3efzZg-lsJbG2jBlfeNhJxWrN5vyTzidoVyYShAXN2I7JcmIKgsk1cBkZb5W7P9LQ9RxiBlt23eSjuUsQFhwqAkRlMcSIRlTPQQ94yF4HuD4I8bFGSiYKEj5IFIQNnyk__5iSyvM7lehN9XGo1pIpVo4USxZ7dipfVf9W44bnwY3YCDZmL-fN7HUKVj96hEDSZXyhSvX6nWg6AEK7lzoIN8BP_xXzcsQKAc_RtVtiDVSFcB4z-DzROCTkmFvkqe0d899vLyJxUmqktffZjVBBN-8Io0cFqrz1J1w9Eaq4xt5Km3ULeRA27zkFDUpV3neKXVUoPMFI2jFitko60zyE6ot8REmwHk5Hgpnes3r6hRn049DJgkeTZcn1tOSUJ4YQOhsr3oqqMeQxxG7acD2ooaVLv4Sa4e7Pwy_9I2wqx-AtYEugVThiB1mFkp5eSjJZ4-jNzmYwmhTXYdqMVt_0u7gim7ajVCF5VfZaZwA8qk.%26dur%3D1~KLUv_WMFoCgkVwBlAwDThROqHN7gwBIvKqAKCEAIKR_VBVZYSuCAFQJUQPT_fi-f8loNJcYa7qkp1BFPiPmVHe-2E5W4scWzXBFUB4WjK9NudHgB4G6Cuo_pFpLvL58I_N4L2l2xwVpmgzlp4mQuIU227zxG9aEZfm4.%26durs%3DfHxsBi%26bdc%3D131%26uidd%3Dym3pTQ2jjauqk0cI5gB6u4w0oU6IllzTmdERybuQBesHynFl%26mk%3DApple%26testid%3Diavc1%2520%26fpa%3D272%26pcm%3D3%26ict%3DUnknown%26said%3D48568277802214_732551664_3280591842461_0%26auct%3D1%26tail%3D1%26r%3Dhttps://lets.shop/2986/FuelGoodFeelGood-HX-RTN/%253Futm_medium%253DDisplay%2526utm_source%253DTTD%2526utm_campaign%253D1H26_FGFG%2526utm_content%253D1H26_FGFG%2526utm_term%253DFGFG%2526dclid%253D%2525edclid!%2526gad_source%253D7%2526gad_campaignid%253D23373702369
https://www.openweb.com/powered-by
https://www.openweb.com/legal-and-privacy/terms-of-use?utm_source=Product&utm_medium=Footer
https://www.openweb.com/legal-and-privacy/privacy?utm_source=Product&utm_medium=Footer

5/9/26, 4:33 PM Why 'Off Campus' and 'Heated Rivalry' Comparisons Must Stop
ATE A e
[ETWORKS NETWORK

AE

NETWORKS

What's Next for Soap ‘Farmer WantsaWife”  ‘Heated Rivalry” Author A Deep Dive Into ‘Storage 90 Da

Couplesin April on Season4: Who's Been Reacts to Shane Wars’ Star Brandi Perry
‘GH, "Y&R’ and More Eliminated So Far? Hollander Ciriticism Passante’s Love Life Witl
>

The Swooon Newsletter

Enter Email Sign Up!

About Contact Us Editorial Policy Privacy Terms of Service Do Not Sell

Ad Services Privacy Policy | AdChoices >

https://www.swooon.com/1278015/off-campus-heated-rivalry-comparisons/ 6/6


https://www.swooon.com/1277708/soap-couples-may-2026-spoilers-preview-general-hospital-young-restless-days-beyond-the-gates/
https://www.swooon.com/gallery/farmer-wants-a-wife-season-4-eliminations-fox/
https://www.swooon.com/1277458/heated-rivalry-shane-criticism-long-game-rachel-reid-interview/
https://www.swooon.com/1277202/storage-wars-brandi-passante-boyfriend-clifford-beaver-relationship-history/
https://www.swooon.com/1277080/90-day-fiance-emma-perry-without-wig-photos/
https://www.swooon.com/about/
https://www.swooon.com/contact-us/
https://www.tvinsider.com/editorial-policy/
https://www.tvinsider.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tvinsider.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.swooon.com/dsar/
https://www.shemedia.com/ad-services-privacy-policy
http://optout.aboutads.info/
http://optout.aboutads.info/

