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Game Changer & Heated Rivalry
Review: Comparing Rachel Reid's
Popular Hockey Romances

Game Changer and Heated Rivalry showcase two very different
approaches to hockey romance, with one delivering powerful emotional
depth and the other relying more heavily on chemistry and tension.
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Game Changer and Heated Rivalry showcase two very different
approaches to hockey romance, with one delivering powerful
emotional depth and the other relying more heavily on chemistry and

tension.

I'll be honest: Game Changer and Heated Rivalry by Rachel Reid are not
the kinds of books I would normally pick up on my own. Sports romance,
especially romance-heavy stories with a significant amount of spice, tends
to sit well outside my usual reading comfort zone. However, these were
selected for a friend’s book club, and I'm genuinely glad I gave them a
chance. While both novels explore queer relationships within professional
hockey, they deliver very different reading experiences. One surprised me
with its emotional depth and character growth, while the other left me
wishing there had been more substance beneath the chemistry.

https://vocal.media/bookclub/game-changer-and-heated-rivalry-review-comparing-rachel-reid-s-popular-hockey-romances 2/10


https://vocal.media/authors/cyn-s-workshop
https://vocal.media/signin?successRedirect=bookclub%252Fgame-changer-and-heated-rivalry-review-comparing-rachel-reid-s-popular-hockey-romances%253FscrollToRedirectButton%253Dredirect-like-bottom
https://vocal.media/signin?successRedirect=bookclub%252Fgame-changer-and-heated-rivalry-review-comparing-rachel-reid-s-popular-hockey-romances%253FscrollToRedirectButton%253Dredirect-bookmark-bottom

6/22/26,7:28 PM Game Changer & Heated Rivalry Review: Comparing Rachel Reid’s Popular Hockey Romances | BookClub

Yool v

D1

. Written by Cyn's Workshop

O 2~ N Tip

U1 the two DOOKS, (yame Changer was easily my ravorite.

Going in, I expected a romance-first story, and while the relationship
develops quickly, I was pleasantly surprised by how much emotional depth
the novel brings to Scott and Kip’s journey. Their relationship isn’t simply
about attraction; it’s about identity, vulnerability, and learning how to

build an equal partnership.

What worked so well for me was how the story explored Scott’s struggle
with being openly gay while playing professional hockey. Kip refuses to be
hidden, and that creates meaningful tension throughout the novel. He isn’t
demanding perfection from Scott, but he does expect honesty and respect.

That dynamic forces Scott to confront fears he’s spent years avoiding.

The relationship feels authentic because both characters have agency. Kip
doesn’t want to be someone’s secret, and he doesn’t want a relationship
where one person holds all the power. Scott, meanwhile, has to learn that

love requires openness and trust rather than control or protection.

The result is a romance that feels emotionally earned. The intimate scenes
are present, but they serve the story instead of replacing it. Every major
moment contributes to the growth of the relationship and the development

of the characters themselves.

Heated Rivalry: Strong Chemistry, Limited Emotional
Depth

Heated Rivalry was a much different experience.
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However, I struggled to connect with the relationship on the same

emotional level that I connected with Scott and Kip.

For much of the novel, it felt like the characters were using each other as a
way to punish themselves rather than genuinely building a relationship.
Their attraction is obvious, but the emotional foundation takes a long time
to emerge. While I understood the internalized shame and fear that
influenced many of their decisions, I found myself wanting more
exploration of their emotional connection and less emphasis on the

physical side of the relationship.

By the final quarter of the book, the story becomes significantly stronger.
Once the characters begin acknowledging their feelings and imagining a
future together, the emotional stakes finally rise to match the intensity of
the romance. Those later chapters reveal the deeper story that had been

hiding beneath the surface all along.

Unfortunately, it took longer than I would have liked to get there.

Different Approaches to the Same World

One of the most interesting aspects of these novels is how differently they

approach romance despite existing within the same hockey universe.

Game Changer feels like a character-driven romance that happens to
contain spice. The emotional journey is always the priority, and the

romantic scenes strengthen the storytelling.
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Neither approach is inherently wrong. It simply comes down to personal
preference, and I tend to gravitate toward stories where character

development takes center stage.

Stepping Outside My Comfort Zone

One of the biggest takeaways from these books is that stepping outside

your reading comfort zone can be rewarding.

These aren’t novels I would have selected for myself, yet I found value in
both of them. They offered perspectives and experiences that felt authentic,
emotional, and thoughtfully explored. Even when certain elements didn’t
entirely work for me, I could still appreciate what the books were trying to

accomplish.

Reading outside your usual genres doesn’t always lead to a new favorite,
but sometimes it reminds you why exploring different kinds of stories is

worthwhile.

Final Thoughts

Both Game Changer and Heated Rivalry are well-written hockey romances
that explore queer relationships within professional sports, but they

resonated with me in very different ways.
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Heated Rivalry offers undeniable chemistry and fast-paced storytelling, but
I found myself wanting more emotional development and less focus on the
physical aspects of the relationship. The deeper story is there, particularly

toward the end, but it often feels overshadowed by the romance itself.

Ultimately, I'm glad I stepped outside my comfort zone and gave both
books a chance. While I may not rush to continue the series immediately, I

absolutely understand why these novels have developed such passionate

fanbases.

=
CHARACTER
DEVELOPMENT
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about your writing that made it easy to keep going. Just curious, when did you start
writing?
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