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The viral Queer hockey love story that
changed TV is about to electrify Toronto
theatre lovers

Soulpepper Theatre takes smash-hit Queer hockey romance ‘Heated
Rivalry’ from the big screen to the stage for three nights only. Get ready for
a theatrical event that’s breaking boundaries and scoring hearts.
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The cast of ‘Heated Rivalry: The Unauthorized Musical Parody’ brings on-ice intensity and heart to
the Toronto stage. (Courtesy: @soulpeppertheatre/Instagram)

What to know

‘Heated Rivalry: The Unauthorized Musical Parody’ runs July 10–12

at Soulpepper Theatre in the Distillery District.

Toronto’s production will be presented as a special stage reading

rather than a full theatrical production.

The limited engagement follows the success of the hit Crave

series, which has become one of Canada’s biggest Queer

television phenomena.

Tickets are limited, with organizers expecting strong demand.

6/28/26, 10:45 AM Soulpepper Theatre brings 'Heated Rivalry' to Toronto this July - NOW Toronto

https://nowtoronto.com/culture/soulpepper-theatre-brings-heated-rivalry-to-toronto-stage/ 2/21

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://nowtoronto.com/culture/soulpepper-theatre-brings-heated-rivalry-to-toronto-stage/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=The%20viral%20Queer%20hockey%20love%20story%20that%20changed%20TV%20is%20about%20to%20electrify%20Toronto%20theatre%20lovers%20-%20@nowtoronto%20&url=https://nowtoronto.com/culture/soulpepper-theatre-brings-heated-rivalry-to-toronto-stage/
http://reddit.com/submit?url=https://nowtoronto.com/culture/soulpepper-theatre-brings-heated-rivalry-to-toronto-stage/&title=The%20viral%20Queer%20hockey%20love%20story%20that%20changed%20TV%20is%20about%20to%20electrify%20Toronto%20theatre%20lovers%20-%20NOW%20Toronto


Hockey’s hottest Queer love story is heading from the screen

to the stage. Soulpepper Theatre is bringing the viral

Canadian show, Heated Rivalry, to life in a limited three-

night concert event that’s already in high demand.

Crave’s Heated Rivalry has become a viral sensation for representing Queer

love in hockey, a sport typically portrayed as “straight” on TV.

Since the show aired, professional athletes have started coming out to

support actor Hudson Williams, who plays Shane Hollander.  

READ MORE

To continue 2SLGBTQIA+ representation on stage, Soulpepper Theatre is

presenting the Off-Broadway cult sensation, Heated Rivalry: The

Unauthorized Musical Parody, from July 10 to 12.

Inside Toronto’s Pride Hockey Tournament, where 2SLGBTQ+ players are reclaiming

the ice

‘Best show on television,’ Heated Rivalry season two is coming: here’s when fans can

expect it

‘Heated Rivalry’s’ Hudson Williams shares viral moment with Prime Minister Mark

Carney

‘Heated Rivalry’s’ Hudson Williams reveals professional athletes have been coming out

to him via email
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soulpeppertheatre
t.A.T.u. · All The Things She Said

View profile

soulpeppertheatre

Get ready to lose your pucking minds🏒🥵  HEATED RIVALRY: THE
UNAUTHORIZED MUSICAL PARODY IN CONCERT is coming to Soulpepper for a
limited 3 night concert presentation! 

Any guesses as to who your Hollanov will be? Drop them in the comments 👇  

See you at the cottage!

Watch on InstagramWatch on Instagram

View more on Instagram
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Where is this playing?

Director Alan Kliffer has launched this parody in New York, in Montreal for

the Just For Laughs Festival, and in the U.K. at the Edinburgh Fringe,

sparking an international movement.

Finally, the production has reached Toronto, right in the city’s Soulpepper

Theatre, located in the Distillery District at 50 Tank House Lane.

What to expect?

Like the book and the show, Heated Rivalry follows Shane Hollander in his

journey from “power centre to power bottom,” according to their website.

Revisit your favourite moments live in the performance.
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ADVERTISEMENT

But Toronto’s version is coming up in a different format than in the rest of

the world.

Due to scheduling conflicts, Soulpepper Theatre is presenting it as a stage

reading rather than a full production.

“The team is working really hard over the last two weeks to make it

possible, because we have a show on stage, and we had to sort of move

some things around in order to make sure that the show could happen

here,” Artistic Director Paolo Santalucia told Now Toronto.

“Alan, the director and co-creator, was also sort of interested in saying we

shouldn’t necessarily have to wait for there to be a full-scale production in

order for people to get their hands on experiencing this project.”

So, Santalucia decided that, with this version of the show, there’s a lower lift

requirement for production, while still allowing a wonderful performance.
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But don’t expect anything less, the performance is still supposed to move

the face of theatre: putting Queer stories like those in Heated Rivalry at the

forefront.

ADVERTISEMENT

Why does it matter?

“Sometimes we forget that Queer people operate in every kind of space. We

are in the locker rooms, we are in major league sports, we are in banks, we

are everywhere,” Santalucia told Now Toronto. “I think, like part of the

reason I think Heated Rivalry is so special, because it really reminds us still

of the reality of that.”

Santalucia also highlighted that he has yet to see an iconic publicly out FIFA

player, despite Toronto being a host country.

“I certainly don’t know of anybody, you know, playing in the World Cup who

was a celebrated Queer icon,  and so those two things felt really important

6/28/26, 10:45 AM Soulpepper Theatre brings 'Heated Rivalry' to Toronto this July - NOW Toronto

https://nowtoronto.com/culture/soulpepper-theatre-brings-heated-rivalry-to-toronto-stage/ 7/21



to me,” he said.

“We still exist in the framework in which the relationship between Queer

identity and major sports is contentious, and so I feel like this show really

broke down and has broken down a little bit and really reminded us of the

importance of how queer people operate in these spaces,” Santalucia

added.

READ MORE

Where can I get tickets?

ADVERTISEMENT

Sex, hockey, and romance: Why everyone is obsessed with Crave’s ‘Heated Rivalry’

‘The best antidote to hate,’ Heated Rivalry showrunner Jacob Tierney on the

importance of Queer joy and representation

‘Heated Rivalry’ & ‘Settle Down’ lead a huge year for Queer stories at the Canadian

Screen Awards

Airbnb opens limited bookings for iconic ‘Heated Rivalry’ cottage in Muskoka
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Demand is already very high, so get your tickets on their website.

ALIYA KARIMJEE
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