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Thanks to Hudson Williams, Connor Storrie and the whirlwind rise of Heated Rivalry this past year, the

entirety of gay culture can be broken into two periods: “before cottage” and after.

Of course, there was buzz around the steamy hockey romance show, based on a book series by Rachel

Reid and adapted for Canadian streaming service Crave by director and Pride50 honoree Jacob Tierney,

ahead of its November 2025 premiere.

How about we take this to the next level?

Subscribe to our newsletter for a refreshing cocktail (or mocktail) of LGBTQ+ entertainment and pop

culture, served up with a side of eye-candy.



true love

6/28/26, 9:50 AM "I'm coming to the cottage": How Heated Rivalry's most well-known line became a rallying cry - Queerty

https://www.queerty.com/im-coming-to-the-cottage-how-heated-rivalrys-most-well-known-line-became-a-rallying-cry-20260628/ 1/12

https://www.queerty.com/tag/pride50/
https://www.queerty.com/author/carson-mlnarik/
https://www.queerty.com/jacob-tierney-changed-the-culture-with-heated-rivalry-20260609/
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssrgRurLl2HW6uAplC6ZkLTRjw3g1Z9GnSlTdsnPITeemYVuoaDPmVAh9oJm_GNtq2kuQZfivXG-zUVrLk_eEe-AtJyMD42RmdA0augDkbwLssxiQYW2X3cmd9EREe79MxdN8aHIpEwz59XZ6Euwm8viayUSXY_STFhHk7qNuiBdNLaKMKtgI8HltftxsrCiFu-IsvxJsi-PzoHiNjBCj7irPAzM_nHGoK5ZYKR2gbSHjEiTVK8VB0MKNbNYcCS3rDeoGb5gCZzfUj_FdLSmRdYmfTmqROMRg62he95wjoYSaNtm7x9_9oGdAouVhjPeHhe2qNP_p2Jn4WvUVhghb6lYjt1Gb7DxDe_WWiz-jR9G2k1bl9E_JfZxPcDcbraZLrpgzcuiN6jlJzLYZHAZNLkliHGcb2Af8eL8e24FNcKY0s7ce1J_6PN9xlObjI5jt_0aueOpb1jZeS4RF_R1xXXgdymBDyUkOVDDYCiKGIbqrYizd_KclL7oPs3hTaKbed1GF-VfTVG8lZiwxtuACyB0MEFAL3CFmJYOgE6n4cMaDVBZaOehjC2C6bfEB7I_7Bjiaudm9igfLSl_CPFFlXwoLPOISx5QxqvAod8vhRVuzlh1AoZvfHzUagj13XVnX-XrAh_1smUNq9hhtBFUTO62rVQIbzZsNTFU8BgAmfbKameRiMcjAqJE6GvvqSJv7GYABJmEZhgelz517M&sai=AMfl-YS2_NDZAqsYNJ5XdISeUTaWREtUH2lpgO9prfNdUwE-PdujStsRSzYKzw0Px59lMdN2maL_SgMX-jnp40AEhT0VhvzxiXJScZpyLEKKJYzJe86JT4190okqR8g62x1LJXFJWThvnaoi5_GeBczwz30htoYXmyt6-SbO57BcwTmsTT75mfEUZN8C8GtB7ZkCOVdaJx7CCtT_fqVMicAr2YL8ke3fCdRwXi1eoRCgeImLFjIj-K2qzweDcjIl-r4Uqtb-KCah5c-qlpKEPCitZQyrcsBlzbeFFc1e0dpIueKKJPwSpdBNrH70qDFs_yGTWm5ipiX9oQPIeyy11fq_ecs&sig=Cg0ArKJSzM7AoVYSNGZM&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9uaXNzYW51c2EuY29t&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.nissanusa.com/vehicles/crossovers-suvs/pathfinder.html%3Fdcp%3Dcnv.pth.VLP.FY26CoreAO-PRO-GM.qdig%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23686287087
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssrgRurLl2HW6uAplC6ZkLTRjw3g1Z9GnSlTdsnPITeemYVuoaDPmVAh9oJm_GNtq2kuQZfivXG-zUVrLk_eEe-AtJyMD42RmdA0augDkbwLssxiQYW2X3cmd9EREe79MxdN8aHIpEwz59XZ6Euwm8viayUSXY_STFhHk7qNuiBdNLaKMKtgI8HltftxsrCiFu-IsvxJsi-PzoHiNjBCj7irPAzM_nHGoK5ZYKR2gbSHjEiTVK8VB0MKNbNYcCS3rDeoGb5gCZzfUj_FdLSmRdYmfTmqROMRg62he95wjoYSaNtm7x9_9oGdAouVhjPeHhe2qNP_p2Jn4WvUVhghb6lYjt1Gb7DxDe_WWiz-jR9G2k1bl9E_JfZxPcDcbraZLrpgzcuiN6jlJzLYZHAZNLkliHGcb2Af8eL8e24FNcKY0s7ce1J_6PN9xlObjI5jt_0aueOpb1jZeS4RF_R1xXXgdymBDyUkOVDDYCiKGIbqrYizd_KclL7oPs3hTaKbed1GF-VfTVG8lZiwxtuACyB0MEFAL3CFmJYOgE6n4cMaDVBZaOehjC2C6bfEB7I_7Bjiaudm9igfLSl_CPFFlXwoLPOISx5QxqvAod8vhRVuzlh1AoZvfHzUagj13XVnX-XrAh_1smUNq9hhtBFUTO62rVQIbzZsNTFU8BgAmfbKameRiMcjAqJE6GvvqSJv7GYABJmEZhgelz517M&sai=AMfl-YS2_NDZAqsYNJ5XdISeUTaWREtUH2lpgO9prfNdUwE-PdujStsRSzYKzw0Px59lMdN2maL_SgMX-jnp40AEhT0VhvzxiXJScZpyLEKKJYzJe86JT4190okqR8g62x1LJXFJWThvnaoi5_GeBczwz30htoYXmyt6-SbO57BcwTmsTT75mfEUZN8C8GtB7ZkCOVdaJx7CCtT_fqVMicAr2YL8ke3fCdRwXi1eoRCgeImLFjIj-K2qzweDcjIl-r4Uqtb-KCah5c-qlpKEPCitZQyrcsBlzbeFFc1e0dpIueKKJPwSpdBNrH70qDFs_yGTWm5ipiX9oQPIeyy11fq_ecs&sig=Cg0ArKJSzM7AoVYSNGZM&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9uaXNzYW51c2EuY29t&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.nissanusa.com/vehicles/crossovers-suvs/pathfinder.html%3Fdcp%3Dcnv.pth.VLP.FY26CoreAO-PRO-GM.qdig%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23686287087
https://www.queerty.com/
https://www.queerty.com/pride50
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/channel/pride-in-pictures
https://www.gaycities.com/events/pride
https://www.gaycities.com/pride-in-places
https://www.outsports.com/channel/soccer-power-26/


*

But few could have predicted that, thanks to sports bro podcasts, themed NHL pride nights and a pickup

by HBO Max, the story of Shane Hollander (Williams) and Ilya Rozanov (Storrie) would have resonated on

such a global scale. Nor that one sentence—”I’m coming to the cottage”—would come to mean so much

to a community of girls, gays, and theys who saw themselves in these characters’ yearning.

The Peabody and GLAAD Award-winning show follows Montreal Metros player Shane Hollander and his

highly publicized on-ice rivalry with Ilya Rozanov of the Boston Raiders. Told over the years, Heated

Rivalry follows a behind-the-scenes physical relationship, and later romance, between the two as they

confront their sexualities—and, oh, yeah, undeniable chemistry.

Of course, the cottage comes into play during Episode 5 when Shane, spurned by an outward show of

affection between a newly out fellow hockey player and his boyfriend, invites Ilya there. As the two men

see a possible future for themselves, Rozanov finally texts Hollander: “I’m coming to the cottage.”

Needless to say, we all swooned.

Within the safety of these four walls during Episode 6, there’s passionate physical encounters, candid

discussions about the past, heart-tugging professions of love, and a few romantic homemade tuna melts,

for good measure.
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I'M COMING TO THE COTTAGE.

— M. (@Iwannacryabouit) June 21, 2026

HBO Max

Heated Rivalry | Official Trailer | HBO MaxHeated Rivalry | Official Trailer | HBO Max
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That said, we’d be apt to leave out another huge event from the cottage: Shane’s father arriving

unannounced, forcing Hollander to come out to his parents with Rozanov’s support.

Later, he calls himself Shane’s “boyfriend,” and the two drive back to the cottage, leaving us in tears and

anxiously awaiting its 2027 second season.

According to Crave’s social media, Heated Rivalry is their most-watched original series to date and

nearly one-third of all viewers have rewatched at least an episode. Unsurprisingly, Episode 5 (and its “I’m

coming to the cottage” moment) was the most-rewatched.

Immediately, the sentence became a calling card for fans, inspiring glossy and hilarious edits, Etsy shop t-

shirts, innumerable thirst posts, and one especially thumping house remix.

The lake house itself has even become a tourist attraction in Torrance, Canada, offering guests their own

chance at a romantic and secluded getaway via AirBnb.

No matter what else is happening in the world, the phrase now reminds us that love is real, and we

deserve our epic stories.

Good Morning America

'I'm coming to the cottage:' Inside the 'Heated Rivalry' phenomenon'I'm coming to the cottage:' Inside the 'Heated Rivalry' phenomenon
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View this post on Instagram

A post shared by HBO Max (@hbomax)
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Jacob Tierney changed the culture with Heated Rivalry

Where would we be without Jacob Tierney?

Jacob Martinez is our new soap opera crush

There’s a handsome new resident of Salem.

Sign up for the Queerty newsletter to stay on top of the hottest stories in LGBTQ+ entertainment,

politics, and culture.

Don't forget to share: 

Discover more

Carson Mlnarik is a gay New York-based writer and comedian who specializes in useless Taylor Swift knowledge, gay

movie lore, cycling, puns, em dashes, and consuming more caffeine than should be humanly possible.

Connect with Carson Mlnarik: 
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justice

A judge just cleared the way for the unredacted Epstein files surrounding Tr*mp’s 13-year-old accuser

15 comments
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