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Benito Skinner says two Heated Rivalry stars turned
down Overcompensating roles
"Those boys are busy," said Skinner

By Aaron Sugg
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Benito Skinner (Image: Leigh Keily/Attitude)

Benito Skinner has revealed that two Heated Rivalry stars turned down roles in the
Prime Video series Overcompensating season 2.

Skinner, who acts in and produces the American comedy series, told etalk he asked
both Hudson Williams and Robbie G.K. to appear in guest-starring roles for season 2.

READ NEXT

“He is busy, I think, ultimately,” said Skinner about casting Williams. “We tried to bring
Riley back, Robbie G.K., who we love so much, who was in season one. But again,
those boys are busy.”

The story of the 2026 PEUGEOT Attitude PRIDE Awards Europe, supported by British
Airways, in 16 amazing images

India Willoughby and Munroe Bergdorf weigh in on Andy Burnham as PM: ‘Cautiously
optimistic’ (EXCLUSIVE)

Subscribe

7/5/26, 4:08 PM Benito Skinner says Heated Rivalry stars turned down Overcompensating - Attitude

https://www.attitude.co.uk/culture/benito-skinner-heated-rivalry-stars-turned-down-overcompensating-527290/ 2/11

https://www.attitude.co.uk/tag/benito-skinner/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/tag/heated-rivalry/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/tag/overcompensating/
https://x.com/hudsonwupdates/status/2071633078066298999?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2071633078066298999%7Ctwgr%5E58c7831ae90f2d05e501c2d071b67e712fca18f3%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.out.com%2Fgay-tv-shows%2Fheated-rivalry-overcompensating-crossover
https://www.attitude.co.uk/tag/hudson-williams/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/pride-awards/the-2026-peugeot-attitude-pride-awards-europe-supported-by-british-airways-527781/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/pride-awards/the-2026-peugeot-attitude-pride-awards-europe-supported-by-british-airways-527781/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/pride-awards/the-2026-peugeot-attitude-pride-awards-europe-supported-by-british-airways-527781/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/pride-awards/the-2026-peugeot-attitude-pride-awards-europe-supported-by-british-airways-527781/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/news/india-willoughby-munroe-bergdorf-weigh-in-andy-burnham-prime-minister-527742/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/news/india-willoughby-munroe-bergdorf-weigh-in-andy-burnham-prime-minister-527742/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/news/india-willoughby-munroe-bergdorf-weigh-in-andy-burnham-prime-minister-527742/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/news/india-willoughby-munroe-bergdorf-weigh-in-andy-burnham-prime-minister-527742/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/


“One day there is going to be something” – Benito Skinner on casting the
Heated Rivalry boys for Overcompensating

Riley, played by G.K., appeared across three episodes in season 1 as Grace’s (Mary
Beth Barone) love interest, winning fans as Nurse Riley in The Edge of Glory episode.

Despite both actors’ absences from the second season, Skinner remained
determined to bring them in for future episodes. “One day there is going to be
something,” he said.

Skinner acknowledged that the pair are preparing to film Heated Rivalry season 2 in
July 2026 in Montreal and Toronto, Canada.

What is Heated Rivalry season 2 about?

The gay romance hockey series, inspired by author Reid’s Game Changers book
series, was renewed for a second instalment in December last year, modelled on The
Long Game novel.

Williams and Connor Storrie are set to reprise their roles as Shane and Ilya, picking
up roughly ten years into their relationship (three years after the season 1 finale).

Reid’s work explores Ilya’s struggles with his mental health and his desire for a public
relationship with Shane.
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François Arnaud and Robbie G.K are set to reprise their roles in Heated
Rivalry season 2

In true Heated Rivalry fashion, the pair argue, make up, and, after a turbulent but
passionate closeted relationship, eventually go public when they are photographed
kissing in the back of a teammate’s picture.

Alongside the original cast, including François Arnaud and G.K., Heated Rivalry
season 2 is reportedly casting eight new characters – including a homophobic villain.

Production for Overcompensating season 2 began on 30 March 2026 and wrapped
on 23 June. As of writing this, there is no official release date.
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Joe Lycett (Image: Channel 4)

Comedian Joe Lycett is swapping standup for hospitality as he makes his bid to
become a pub landlord for the new Channel 4 series The Lycett Arms.

The show will be set in Lycett’s own East London pub, featuring celebrity guests,
conversations and a lot of laughs, featuring a different famous pub manager for a six-
week run.

READ NEXT

The Lycett Arms will only air once the comedian obtains the required paperwork,
undertaking approved training and passing the Level 2 Award for Personal Licence
Holders exam.

Lycett admits it has been a long-held fantasy of his to run a pub

The pub will have a unique concept: it will only be open for one hour a week during a
live TV broadcast on Channel 4 every Friday at 10pm.

Speaking in a news release, Lycett admits it has been a long-held fantasy of his to run
a pub, EastEnders-style… move over Kat Slater.

“I’ve always wanted to run a pub that only exists for an hour a week, for the purposes
of a TV concept, and I’m thrilled beyond words to embark on the extended process of
applying for a licence to sell and serve alcohol,” said Lycett.

The story of the 2026 PEUGEOT Attitude PRIDE Awards Europe, supported by British
Airways, in 16 amazing images

India Willoughby and Munroe Bergdorf weigh in on Andy Burnham as PM: ‘Cautiously
optimistic’ (EXCLUSIVE)

Subscribe

7/5/26, 4:08 PM Benito Skinner says Heated Rivalry stars turned down Overcompensating - Attitude

https://www.attitude.co.uk/culture/benito-skinner-heated-rivalry-stars-turned-down-overcompensating-527290/ 6/11

https://www.attitude.co.uk/tag/joe-lycett/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/tag/channel-4/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/pride-awards/the-2026-peugeot-attitude-pride-awards-europe-supported-by-british-airways-527781/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/pride-awards/the-2026-peugeot-attitude-pride-awards-europe-supported-by-british-airways-527781/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/pride-awards/the-2026-peugeot-attitude-pride-awards-europe-supported-by-british-airways-527781/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/pride-awards/the-2026-peugeot-attitude-pride-awards-europe-supported-by-british-airways-527781/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/news/india-willoughby-munroe-bergdorf-weigh-in-andy-burnham-prime-minister-527742/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/news/india-willoughby-munroe-bergdorf-weigh-in-andy-burnham-prime-minister-527742/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/news/india-willoughby-munroe-bergdorf-weigh-in-andy-burnham-prime-minister-527742/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/news/india-willoughby-munroe-bergdorf-weigh-in-andy-burnham-prime-minister-527742/
https://www.attitude.co.uk/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/
https://www.selectmagazines.co.uk/publisher/Attitude/


The Lycett Arms will air on Channel 4 every Friday at 10pm

“Filling in government-mandated paperwork has always been a passion of mine, and I
only hope that at some point it involves the presentation of at least one form of
photographic ID. Pretty much the only disappointment is that in addition to this
enthralling form-filling process, I will also have to make a television series, as this is
apparently the only way to make the whole tax dodge work,” he continued.

“Nevertheless, I will meet my obligations to sit in front of a camera welcoming
celebrities into the pub for great conversations and top comedy, it says here, and
generally creating an unmissable event that will brighten your Friday evenings for six
weeks. Those are all the words that I have been requested to say. Now I can return my
attention to figuring out how to get round being locked out of Gov.uk.”

Tom Beck of Channel 4 welcomed Lycett’s resilience

Tom Beck, head of live events & commissioning editor, Entertainment & Reality at
Channel 4, drew on Lycett’s resilience in the context of the “promise of legally
binding admin”.

“Joe’s appetite for bureaucracy remains undimmed, and we are delighted that he has
agreed to spend Friday nights running a pub that is open for one hour a week, while
also reluctantly making what we are legally obliged to describe as a brilliant new live
entertainment series.”

The Lycett Arms is produced by Bango Studios and My Options Were Ltd.
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As of writing this, there is no official release date. The Lycett Arms will be available to
stream on Channel 4 later this year.
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