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‘I want the role’: Netflix star Dom Gabriel is
campaigning to join ‘Heated Rivalry’ season 2

Netflix reality star Dom Gabriel is campaigning to play Zane Boodram in the
hit Canadian Queer hockey drama 'Heated Rivalry,' fueling fan excitement.
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Dom Gabriel is rallying fans for his dream role as Zane Boodram in ‘Heated Rivalry.’ (Courtesy:
@dontcalldom/TikTok, @heatedrivalrycrave/Instagram)

What to know

Dom Gabriel, known for Perfect Match and The Traitors Canada, is

campaigning to join Heated Rivalry season two as Zane Boodram.

The show, based on Rachel Reid’s Game Changers novels, centers

on Queer love and hockey rivalry.

Fans and even author Rachel Reid have shown strong support for

Gabriel’s casting bid online.
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Crave’s Queer love series, Heated Rivalry, has been all the

rage this year, and Canadian reality TV star Dom Gabriel tells

Now Toronto that he is hoping to be cast in the show’s

second season.

The Canadian series Heated Rivalry is based on the Game Changers novel

series from Saskatchewan author Rachel Reid, following two rival

professional hockey players whose secret relationship unfolds over several

years.

Director Jacob Tierney has adapted the book into Crave’s hit series,

catching the eye of Netflix reality star Dom Gabriel.

READ MORE

Dom Gabriel has won Perfect Match season one, participated in the second

season of the show, won The Traitors Canada season three, and

participated in The Mole season one.

Why does he wish to be cast in Heated Rivalry?
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‘The best antidote to hate,’ Heated Rivalry showrunner Jacob Tierney on the

importance of Queer joy and representation
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Having participated in The Mole, Gabriel has followed the work of Jacob

Tierney, one of The Mole’s producers.

READ MORE

Gabriel told Now Toronto that his desire to be in the show originated from

seeing fanfictions of himself involved in the series’ storyline. 

“Fandom is pretty crazy,” he said. “I started getting tagged in like these

fanfics of people using my photo for [Zane Boodram.]”

For context, Boodram is a character from the Game Changers book, a

professional hockey player for the fictional team the Ottawa Centaurs, who

is best friends with one of the series’ main characters, Ilya Rozanov.

‘I’m a big advocate for ghosting’: Canadian reality TV star Dom Gabriel shares his

hottest dating takes

‘Be chalant’: Canadian reality TV star Dom Gabriel says Toronto dating needs more

effort

‘Best show on television,’ Heated Rivalry season two is coming: here’s when fans can

expect it
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Gabriel explained that after working with Tierney on Traitors Canada and

seeing his resemblance to the book’s character, he believes he’d be perfect

for this role. 
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“I’m a fan of the show. I like the show. I know how to ice skate. I’m a big fan

of hockey, and I was like, ‘Screw it, I want the role. Give it to me.’,” he

explained 

So, he posted online about the role, and fans began sharing that they

agreed that he would make the perfect Boodram. 

“Oh Zane… is that you?” one TikTok user commented. 

“If they don’t cast you, I’m gonna boycott season two,” another added.

“The way I am so invested in this campaign, please Jacob Tierney!!” one

user said. 

“I’m here for the vision… I’ll be following so I can see the cast

announcement.,” another wrote. 
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Meanwhile, author Rachel Reid liked the post and reposted it.
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“I have gotten word that Jacob has seen the video as well,” Gabriel admits. 

READ MORE
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Sex, hockey, and romance: Why everyone is obsessed with Crave’s ‘Heated Rivalry’
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POSTED 15 HOURS AGO

Toronto detects its first West Nile-positive mosquitoes of 2026.

Here’s what you need to know
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Salsa on St. Clair organizers threaten to walk away unless
Toronto strengthens festival security

POSTED 19 HOURS AGO

Olympian Quinn warns Canada is ‘a few steps behind’ U.S. on
anti-Trans policies
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POSTED 1 DAY AGO

‘Gyal You a Party Animal’ star Charly Black is coming to
Toronto for an intimate show
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Blue Jays fan who arrived in Canada speaking almost no
English gets his dream day
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After paying $138K in artist fees, this Ontario festival is asking
fans for help

CULTURE

7/19/26, 9:08 AM Could Dom Gabriel play Zane Boodram in 'Heated Rivalry'? | NOW Toronto

https://nowtoronto.com/culture/dom-gabriel-heated-rivalry-casting-zane-boodram/ 18/21

https://nowtoronto.com/sports/blue-jays-rogers-game-day-owner-rodrigo-farias/
https://nowtoronto.com/culture/four-winds-music-fest-ontario-production-fundraiser/
https://nowtoronto.com/culture/four-winds-music-fest-ontario-production-fundraiser/
https://nowtoronto.com/category/culture/


POSTED 1 DAY AGO

‘Everything’s a condo,’  Toronto residents say 6:00 a.m.

nightlife could bring the city back
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ADVERTISEMENT

‘I had no trust anyway’: Stan Cho hotel controversy reignites
debate over trust in politicians
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