
Heated Rivalry becomes the focus of new university courses as second season begins filming
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A show about two hockey players falling in love has become something bigger than
television, and now students at the University of Victoria (UVic) will have a chance to
study exactly why.

As production begins on the second season of the Canadian hit Heated Rivalry,
UVic is bringing the phenomenon into the classroom this fall with two courses
that use the series and its source material to explore storytelling, culture, law and
queer representation.
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Actors Hudson Williams, left, and Connor Storrie are shown in a scene from Crave's "Heated Rivalry" in this

handout image. THE CANADIAN PRESS/Handout - Bell Media (Mandatory Credit)

The courses offer a closer look at what happens when a story moves from the page to
the screen, and what it can mean when that story reaches an audience far beyond its
Canadian roots.

English 321, Authors on Screen: Rachel Reid’s Heated Rivalry, using Rachel Reid’s
bestselling Game Changers books and their adaptation as a case study.

Law 357 will explore the relationship between law, sports, popular culture and queer joy,
using cultural works such as Heated Rivalry to examine how ideas about identity,
relationships and belonging are shaped.

Heated Rivalry - (L to R) François Arnaud as Scott Hunter and Robbie G.K. as Kip Grady in Episode 103 of Heated

Rivalry. Cr. Sabrina Lantos © 2025

The timing is hard to ignore.

The series, created by Canadian filmmaker Jacob Tierney and based on Reid’s books,
has become a cultural touchstone since its debut, drawing a global audience to the story
of rival hockey players Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov.

It has also helped bring two worlds into the same conversation that have not always
comfortably shared the same space: professional hockey and queer culture.
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For UVic, the courses reflect a broader idea; that popular culture can be more
than entertainment.

The stories people watch, read and share can become a way to understand changing
attitudes about identity, relationships, representation and Canadian culture itself.

This image released by Crave shows Hudson Williams, left, and Connor Storrie in a scene from "Heated Rivalry."

(Crave via AP)

And Heated Rivalry offers plenty to unpack.

The series has been distributed internationally and is now available in more than 130
countries. Its success has also sent viewers back to Reid’s books and helped shine an
international spotlight on Canadian actors, creators and culture.

Emily Hampshire, Edvin Ryding, Robert Naylor, Sabrina Jalees, and Priyanka join Hudson Williams, Connor Storrie,

Justice Smith, and Charlie Gillespie.

Season 2 is now in production and is set to premiere on Crave in spring 2027.

At UVic, however, the next chapter of Heated Rivalry won’t just be something to watch.

It will be something to study.
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This image released by HBO Max shows Connor Storrie, left, and Hudson Williams in a scene from the series

"Heated Rivalry." (HBO Max via AP)
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Toronto

Pilot who took off from Oshawa Airport did not return as expected, police say

5 taken to hospital, including 1 in critical condition after Scarborough collision

Motorcyclist dies after hitting sign in construction zone on Hwy. 401 in Pickering: OPP
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Vancouver

Man fatally struck by train in Chilliwack, RCMP say

Delta man defrauded company and investors of nearly $300K, BCSC alleges

Regional park on Vancouver Island closed after bear attack
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Calgary

Investigation underway into fatal Friday night collision on Tsuut’ina Trail

'Most incredible experience': Athletes compete at Special Olympics in Alberta

Marmot returned home to Kananaskis after hitching ride to Airdrie
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Ottawa

Driver strikes cyclist, crashes into barrier along Rideau Canal pathway

Teen stabbed in Lowertown, taken to hospital with non-life-threatening injuries

Driver seriously injured after striking tree off Hwy. 7 near Perth
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Montreal

It’s a Barbie world as Quebec welcomes the first-ever fashion doll convention

Quebec premier calls on federal government to uphold supply management amid new
Trump tariffs

Judge approves $31.5M settlement in sexual assault case against Quebec archdiocese

8/15/26, 2:25 PM Heated Rivalry becomes the focus of new university courses as second season begins filming

https://www.ctvnews.ca/vancouver/vancouver-island/article/heated-rivalry-becomes-the-focus-of-new-university-courses-as-second-season-begins-filming/ 11/30

https://www.ctvnews.ca/montreal/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/montreal/article/its-a-barbie-world-as-quebec-welcomes-the-first-ever-fashion-doll-convention/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/montreal/article/its-a-barbie-world-as-quebec-welcomes-the-first-ever-fashion-doll-convention/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/montreal/article/quebec-premier-calls-on-federal-government-to-uphold-supply-management-amid-new-trump-tariffs/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/montreal/article/quebec-premier-calls-on-federal-government-to-uphold-supply-management-amid-new-trump-tariffs/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/montreal/article/quebec-premier-calls-on-federal-government-to-uphold-supply-management-amid-new-trump-tariffs/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/montreal/article/judge-approves-315m-settlement-in-sexual-assault-case-against-quebec-archdiocese/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/montreal/article/judge-approves-315m-settlement-in-sexual-assault-case-against-quebec-archdiocese/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/


Edmonton

Young Edmonton Pokémon TCG player preparing for world championships

Edmonton astrophotographer captures stellar images of outer space

'Most incredible experience': Athletes compete at Special Olympics in Alberta
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Atlantic

N.S. small business owners warn they cannot afford end of gas tax exemption

N.B. RCMP arrest wanted man accused of assault, stealing car

N.B. RCMP investigating deaths of two senior men in Knowlesville
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Winnipeg

‘He lived life wide open’: New name etched on memorial for impaired driving victims

‘We accidentally started something special’: Manitoba restaurant gains global attention
with viral social media challenge

Community committee rejects South Transcona development plan, cites financial
concerns
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Regina

Special Olympics athlete from Regina celebrates hole-in-one at summer games

Despite injuries, Saskatchewan Roughriders in good place ahead of Tiger-Cats
matchup

Here’s how a Sask. woman is honouring her grandmother through her business
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Kitchener

Police remind residents of road rules following e-scooter rider on Kitchener expressway

Fergus, Ont. entrepreneur takes coffee on the road with new mobile bar

Pregnant dog rescued from Ohsweken, Ont. dumpster
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Saskatoon

Familiar face named honourary chair for Prince Albert Terry Fox Run

Firefighters rescue person trapped in drainage pipe at Saskatoon dog park

Despite injuries, Saskatchewan Roughriders in good place ahead of Tiger-Cats
matchup
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Northern Ontario

UPDATE: Man found dead after canoe capsizes on Sudbury lake

Man pleads guilty to attempted murder in shocking attack on ex-girlfriend in Cobalt,
Ont.

Timmins police say murder victim was killed while trying to rob residence
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London

Ark Aid Street Mission slashes daytime hours while city mulls future funding, leaving homeless Londoners on streets

Tillsonburg dog bite victim dragged, health unit seeks public’s help

Four critically injured in east London collision
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Barrie

Plane takes off, never comes back: OPP

3rd edition of Troubadour Summer Concert Series is here: This is the day’s rundown

SIU investigating head-on collision between OPP cruiser and civilian SUV
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Windsor

Message from removed Ford City billboard finds new life on buttons

6 dead, including suspect, in series of killings in Michigan

Ward 5’s Ed Sleiman will not seek re-election in Windsor
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Vancouver Island

Regional park on Vancouver Island closed after bear attack

Residents warned to prepare for changes when returning home after a wildfire

'We don't even have a phone': Aging B.C. wildfire evacuees faced unique challenges
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Canada

Pilot who took off from Oshawa Airport did not return as expected, police say

Alberta separatist leader speaks out after supporter accused of racist comments

‘I can sleep now:’ New treatment at Hamilton-based hospital aims to reduce pain for
amputees
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Politics

World

U.K.’s leader calls for reflection after the death of former Cambridge professor accused of plagiarism

London police apologize after sex abuse complaints against late Harrods owner shared
on comms list

Hate crime charges filed in Manhattan synagogue attack
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Opinion: Why the party of Stephen Harper wouldn’t elect him today

Canada sanctions five Iranian officials over blockade of Strait of Hormuz

Canada’s military bars recruits with HIV from joining. A veteran is challenging the policy in court.

Business

The CEO who fired 900 people on Zoom just before Christmas wants his job back
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Disney parks and cruises saw their best growth in two years despite a travel slowdown. Here’s how they did it

‘It looks like it’s going to end in tears,’ former diplomat warns ahead of Canada-U.S. tariff deadline

Health

False claims about miscarriage risk from COVID-19 vaccines are spreading online. They use a faulty interpretation
of data

EU to study potential vaccine for Lyme disease: companies

Doctors are sounding the alarm on e-scooters in Canada. Here’s why

Entertainment
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Bonnie Tyler fans line the streets of a Welsh village as her coffin is brought home

Adam Driver will play Mister Sinister and Inde Navarette will go Rogue in Marvel’s 'X-Men' reboot

What to know about the trial on the murder of Tupac Shakur

Sports

Tennis Canada looks ahead with Montreal site revamp, player participation in focus

Canadian women punch ticket to 2028 Olympic Games in flag football
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Butch Huskey, one of the last MLB players to wear Jackie Robinson’s No. 42, dies at 54

Lifestyle

A New Zealander boarded a canoe to cross Canada. Then he discovered the nature of its citizens

YouTube hotel reviewer claims new luxury resort cancelled his reservation and called the police on him

Winning ticket for US$1 billion Powerball jackpot was sold in Illinois

Climate & Environment
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'We don't even have a phone': Aging B.C. wildfire evacuees faced unique challenges

Scientists predict high chances El Niño will bring a ‘very strong event’ soon. What does this mean for Canada?

Hawaii’s Big Island lashed by rain and wind as Tropical Storm Lala closes in

Sci-Tech

Low water in Rome’s drought-hit Tiber river exposes ancient ruins of Nero’s Bridge
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France’s top court blocks bill banning social media for under-15s

Kids keep getting hurt and killed on e-bikes. Should parents be held responsible?
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Pregnant Winnipeg woman gives
birth in Florida after WestJet
cancellation disrupts trip home

‘An incident on the zipline’: Influencer
demands money to remove
erroneous video

Tim Hortons employee won’t face
criminal charges in death of
customer
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