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This image released by HBO Max shows Connor Storrie, left, and Hudson Williams in a scene from the series "Heated Rivalry." (HBO Max via AP)
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Ottawa’s film office is in talks with producers of the hit queer hockey drama Heated
Rivalry about bringing the production to the nation’s capital.

The Ottawa Film Office says it has been engaged in discussions regarding the series
since the Prime Time conference in January, a major Canadian media production
industry event in Ottawa.

“We have been actively working to attract the production to Ottawa. We also have
another production meeting scheduled for next week as part of those ongoing
discussions,” Ottawa Film Office CEO and Film Commissioner Sandrine Pechels de Saint
Sardos said in an email.

Season 2 of the steamy television series starring Canadian actor Hudson Williams
(Shane Hollander) and American actor Connor Storrie (Ilya Rozanov) is being shot
primarily in Toronto and Montreal.

Filming is expected to wrap up in December.

Rumours that some scenes of the show will be filmed in Ottawa have circulated on social
media, but no confirmation of any production dates in the capital has been announced.

Williams, director Jacob Tierney, and producers of the series attended and spoke at the
Prime Time event in Ottawa. The show is being developed by Accent Aigu
Entertainment, founded by Tierney and producer Brendan Brady.

The final episode of Season 1 hinted that Ottawa would play a part in the next season.
Ottawa is Shane Hollander’s hometown.

The City of Ottawa embraced the excitement when the show hit streaming platforms late
last year. Mayor Mark Sutcliffe declared January 29 ‘Shane Hollander Day,’ and the
Ottawa Senators started selling ‘Heated Rivalry’ inspired Senators jerseys with the
names “Hollander” and “Rozanov” on the back.

The show set a record at the Canadian Screen Awards (CSA) with 16 wins, including
best lead performer for Williams. The show became a cultural phenomenon when
Season 1 became available on Crave in Canada and HBO Max in the United States.

Heated Rivalry is adapted from a series of novels by Nova Scotia-based author
Rachel Reid.

CTV News, Crave and CP24 are owned by Bell Media, which is a division of BCE.
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Police operation temporarily closes Regina’s St. John Street
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Cambridge mother speaks out after second Ontario man charged in Hong Kong drug operation

Break-ins reported in two Kitchener neighbourhoods

Trump calls deal ‘very good,’ Carney describes ‘Canadian advantage.’ Live tariff
updates here.

8/19/26, 6:18 PM Heated Rivalry: Film office working to bring production to Ottawa

https://www.ctvnews.ca/ottawa/article/film-office-actively-working-to-bring-heated-rivalry-production-to-ottawa/ 14/29

https://www.ctvnews.ca/kitchener/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/kitchener/article/mother-speaks-out-after-second-ontario-man-is-charged-in-hong-kong-drug-operation/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/kitchener/article/mother-speaks-out-after-second-ontario-man-is-charged-in-hong-kong-drug-operation/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/kitchener/article/break-ins-reported-in-two-kitchener-neighbourhoods/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/kitchener/article/break-ins-reported-in-two-kitchener-neighbourhoods/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/trumps-tariffs/article/trump-pauses-new-tariffs-on-canada-for-3-days-live-updates-here/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/trumps-tariffs/article/trump-pauses-new-tariffs-on-canada-for-3-days-live-updates-here/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/trumps-tariffs/article/trump-pauses-new-tariffs-on-canada-for-3-days-live-updates-here/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/


Saskatoon

Sask. RCMP make two arrests in Pelican Narrows shooting

‘Just stay clear’: City of Saskatoon warns public after teen rescued from a sewer outfall

WWE star Kevin Owens excited to return home to Canada
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Northern Ontario

Hazmat team on site of possible gas leak in Sudbury

Two teens charged in death of 17-year-old girl on Manitoulin Island

Accused in murder of OPP officer in northern Ont. unable to access meds while in jail
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London

OPP seize $1.2M in drugs, weapons and vehicles in Project Break investigation

Sarnia police lay trafficking, firearms charges after search nets cocaine, meth and gun

London driver charged with stunt driving after 169 km/h stop
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Barrie

Body of missing pilot found in Kawartha Lakes, Ont.

‘Set-jetting’ takes off amid ‘Sterling Point’ fever

Two Lake Huron beaches posted unsafe for swimming
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Windsor

Pump pause nearing empty: Taxpayer group brings fuel tax fight to Windsor

41-year-old man charged with sexual assault of teen girl

Park and beach users in Lakeshore being reminded to be respectful
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Vancouver Island

Trail of broken glass: Campbell River RCMP probe multi-day vandalism spree

‘I want it to be over with’: B.C. teen’s scoliosis surgery pushed to 2027

U.S. air force flight to Antarctica turns back after space activity warning
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Canada

A Brampton, Ont., father says his son was abducted by his ex-wife during a trip to Poland. He hasn’t seen him since.

Calgary officer to stand trial for murder after two die in slow-speed police chase

Federal union says women overrepresented in public service job cuts
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Politics

World

Trump says will meet North Korea’s Kim later this year

James Comey’s seashell post could be read as Trump threat: U.S. Justice Department

Thai teen in Pattaya suitcase murder died of suffocation: police
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Competition Bureau should investigate government for 'greenwashing': NDP

Trump takes Carney’s phone call as tariff deadline approaches

Quebec and Newfoundland and Labrador reach tentative energy agreement worth billions

Business

Amazon set to expand drone delivery of lightweight packages to 500 U.S. cities
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Homeowners managing higher mortgage payments despite concerns: survey

Post-secondary students worried over money as school year begins: survey

Health

Sugary drinks may increase risk of gastric cancer: study

Flight attendants and pilots have highest risk of dying from radiation-linked cancers, study says

Drugmaker warns Canadians about ‘unapproved and illegal’ obesity medication

Entertainment
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‘Tinker Tailor’ filmmaker John Irvin dies at 86

What we know about Hayden Panettiere’s sudden death

Anita Rau Badami puts questions about home into new book, 'Asha in Her Garden'

Sports

Former Wimbledon finalist suspended after positive test for cocaine

Sophie Cunningham’s off-court comments overshadow Caitlin Clark’s first game in Toronto
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ESPN co-founder Bill Rasmussen dies at 93 from the effects of Parkinson’s disease

Lifestyle

Scenic spot in Italian mountains overrun by tourists seeking the perfect pastry

Disney Parks’ next big thing: The past

Hundreds of guinea pigs fill Massachusetts sanctuary with squeals, purrs and lots of love

Climate & Environment

8/19/26, 6:18 PM Heated Rivalry: Film office working to bring production to Ottawa

https://www.ctvnews.ca/ottawa/article/film-office-actively-working-to-bring-heated-rivalry-production-to-ottawa/ 26/29

https://www.ctvnews.ca/sports/article/espn-co-founder-bill-rasmussen-dies-at-93-from-the-effects-of-parkinsons-disease/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/sports/article/espn-co-founder-bill-rasmussen-dies-at-93-from-the-effects-of-parkinsons-disease/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/lifestyle/article/scenic-spot-in-italian-mountains-overrun-by-tourists-seeking-the-perfect-pastry/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/lifestyle/article/scenic-spot-in-italian-mountains-overrun-by-tourists-seeking-the-perfect-pastry/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/lifestyle/article/disney-parks-next-big-thing-the-past/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/lifestyle/article/disney-parks-next-big-thing-the-past/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/lifestyle/article/hundreds-of-guinea-pigs-fill-massachusetts-sanctuary-with-squeals-purrs-and-lots-of-love/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/lifestyle/article/hundreds-of-guinea-pigs-fill-massachusetts-sanctuary-with-squeals-purrs-and-lots-of-love/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/


Bear dies after becoming trapped inside car

The best fabric for extreme heat? It's more complicated than you think

A looming rock collapse threatens a Swiss village as thawing permafrost destabilizes the Alps

Sci-Tech

Sri Lanka unearths golden Buddha statues in ancient capital
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Irish lawmakers summon TikTok over videos glorifying dangerous driving

Oldest human brain cells grown in lab ‘recorded passage of time’
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