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‘Heated Rivalry’ Adds Emily Hampshire, Edvin Ryding, Robert Naylor,
Sabrina Jalees & Priyanka To Season 2 Cast

August 13, 2026 9:00am
By Denise Petski
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From left: Emily Hampshire, Edvin Ryding, Robert Naylor, Sabrina Jalees and Priyanka
Dennys Ilic; Martin Kiessling; Annie Diotte; Sela Shiloni; Harry Elletson

The massively popular Crave Original series Heated Rivalry is expanding its Season 2 cast, adding
five. Emily Hampshire (Schitt’s Creek, Marvel’s VisionQuest), Edvin Ryding (The Young Royals, 28
Years Later), Robert Naylor (Mile End Kicks, Cardinal), Sabrina Jalees (I Used to Be Funny, Black
Mirror) and Priyanka (Drag Brunch Saved My Life, Meet Me Next Christmas) will join Hudson
Williams, Connor Storrie, Justice Smith and Charlie Gillespie in the second season, which is
confirmed to premiere in spring 2027.
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A key question also has been answered in the casting announcement. There’s been much online
speculation about who will play Wyatt Hayes in Season 2, a popular character in Rachel Reid’s Game
Changers series, and we’ve learned Robert Naylor has been tapped for the role. Hayes, a prominent
side character in the books, is the starting goaltender for the Ottawa Centaurs.

Hampshire will play Vanessa, Ryding is Luca Haas, Jalees is Farah Jalali, and Priyanka portrays
Tarek.
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As previously announced, Smith and Gillespie will play Harris Drover and Troy Barrett, respectively,
the couple at the center of Role Model, the fifth book in Rachel Reid’s bestselling Game
Changers series, on which Heated Rivalry is based.

After Season 1 adapted Book 2, Heated Rivalry — which chronicles the budding romance between
rival hockey players Shane Hollander (Williams) and Ilya Rozanov (Storrie) — while also
incorporating elements from Book 1, Game Changer (featuring Scott and Kip), Heated
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Rivalry creator Jacob Tierney had said that Season 2 will continue Shane and Ilya’s story by tackling
Book 6, The Long Game, while also introducing a new couple by taking on Role Model.

Season 1 told the story of Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov, who are bound by ambition, rivalry
and a magnetic pull neither of them fully understood. What began as a secret fling between two
fresh-faced rookies evolved into a years-long journey of love, denial and self-discovery, per the
logline.

RELATED: 2026 TV Cancellations Photo Gallery: Series Ending This Year & Beyond
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Season 2 is set to premiere on HBO Max in the spring in the U.S., Australia, Europe (excluding the
UK, Ireland, Spain, and Turkey), Latin America, and Asia (Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Hong
Kong, Macao, Taiwan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka)

Produced by Accent Aigu Entertainment in association with Bell Media’s Crave, Heated Rivalry is
commissioned by Bell Media’s Crave, with the participation of the Canada Media Fund. Tierney is
writer, director and executive producer. Brady and Jayme Alter Wilson serve as executive producers.
Lori Fischburg and Liane Cunje are producers, with Reid as consulting producer. Mike Goldbach
serves as co-writer on Season 2.

Hampshire is repped by Atlas Artists, Paradigm, Creative Drive Artists and Felker, McGinnis &
Ryan. Ryding is repped by CAA, Agentfirman Planthaber/Kildén/Mandic/Boström and Independent
Talent Group. Naylor is repped by Agence M’s Marie-Pierre Tremblay and Mélanie Belzile. Jalees is
repped by WME and OPE Partners. Priyanka is repped by Daniel Birnbaum at The Talent House. 
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4 Comments

Comments On Deadline Hollywood are monitored. So don't go off topic, don't impersonate anyone, and don't
get your facts wrong.

Comment

Name

Email

Website

POST COMMENT

Anonymous on August 13, 2026 12:04 pm

TIP US

8/13/26, 5:17 PM 'Heated Rivalry' Adds 5 To Cast & Reveals Who Will Play Wyatt Hayes
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ADVERTISEMENT

Saving this show for when I am really feeling under the weather and want to do nothing more
than have Chinese food delivered and watch the whole thing while sweating out a bad case of
the flu. Is this terrible?

REPLY

Belinda on August 13, 2026 2:23 pm

You don’t need to wait because if you are like many people who fall in love with it and the
actors, you will be happy rewatching it many times in sickness and in health.

REPLY

Anonymous on August 13, 2026 1:02 pm

I was obsessed with the show back last December–and rewatched it three times in a month.
Never done that with a show before. My guess is you’ll want to rewatch as well.

REPLY

Susan Kennedy on August 13, 2026 12:10 pm

Sounds like you have excellent coping mechanisms

REPLY

TIP US

8/13/26, 5:17 PM 'Heated Rivalry' Adds 5 To Cast & Reveals Who Will Play Wyatt Hayes
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ADVERTISEMENT

Trending on Deadline

1 / Christy Knowings Dies: Former Nickelodeon Star Of 'All That'
Was 46

2 / 'Heated Rivalry' Adds Emily Hampshire, Edvin Ryding, Robert
Naylor, Sabrina Jalees & Priyanka To Season 2 Cast

3 / 'Just One Day' YA Drama Starring Kathryn Newton Moves To
Hulu For Development
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4 / John Cena Made Peace With 'Coyote vs. Acme' Never Coming
Out: "I Don't Own My Performance"

5 / Teamsters Pound Paramount Over WBD Merger Promises &
Threats: "Stop Playing Games"

6 / 'Anna Pigeon' Debuts To 8-Year Ratings High For USA Scripted
Originals

7 / 'Spider-Man: Brand New Day' Fastest Movie To Cross $700M At
U.S. Box Office

8 / Tyler Duckworth Dies: MTV's 'The Challenge' Alum Was 44

9 / Netflix Heads To Arizona For Latest Reality Series

10 / 'The Amazing Race' Season 39 Cast Photos: Meet All The
Teams Of CBS Competition
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