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Heated Rivalry Season 2 is Where Connor Storrie’s
Ilya Rozanov Gets Even More Interesting
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Connor Storrie became the actor that the audience forgets is acting while playing Ilya Rozanov.

When Heated Rivalry arrived, Ilya could have been reduced to the obvious things: the Russian hockey

star, arrogance, flirtatious grimness, and the perfectly timed one-liners, or the curls that seemed to

have their own different fanbase. Nevertheless, between Ilya’s bravado and the quiet moments he

shares with Shane Hollander, Storrie made him feel like a person rather than a character from a

romance trope.

Heated Rivalry Season 2 feels exciting for the same reason because Ilya is not a secret anymore. The

first season was about falling in love when neither Ilya nor Shane quite knew what to do with it. The

next chapter would be something scarier: figuring out what happens when love has already happened,

and you need to build a life around it.

That is a very different Ilya. 

8/24/26, 1:47 PM Heated Rivalry Season 2 is Where Connor Storrie’s Ilya Rozanov Gets Even More Interesting | Leisurebyte

https://leisurebyte.com/heated-rivalry-season-2/ 1/5

https://leisurebyte.com/category/entertainment/
https://leisurebyte.com/category/entertainment/tv-series/
https://leisurebyte.com/category/trending/
https://leisurebyte.com/author/angelinashicil/
https://leisurebyte.com/author/angelinashicil/
https://leisurebyte.com/
https://leisurebyte.com/


Heated Rivalry Season 2: Ilya Has Already Survived The

Difficult Part

Season 1 gave Ilya and Shane the secrecy. They could meet behind closed doors, steal moments

between games, pretend that whatever existed between them could remain in their own little world.

The rivalry gave them an excuse to be obsessed with each other, and the secrecy gave them an excuse

not to ask what came next.

Heated Rivalry Season 2: Hudson Williams and Connor Storrie (Source: IMDb)

Heated Rivalry Season 2 is reported to adapt Rachel Reid’s The Long Game, which moves Shane and

Ilya into a more complicated stage of their relationship. The story takes place years after the plot of the

first season, with Ilya wanting a more open future with Shane while Shane feels that they should keep

it hidden and is understandably terrified of what going public could mean for both of them.

Connor Storrie Has Already Made Ilya Impossible to Dismiss

The thing about Connor Storrie’s performance is that he never plays Ilya’s confidence as the whole

story; he plays it with a little insecurity, loneliness and a tiny hesitation before the joke. There is a sense

that Ilya can be the loudest person in the room because silence would force him to think too much.

This is what makes his chemistry with Hudson Williams work beautifully: Shane sees things in Ilya that

other people miss, and Ilya seems to understand that Shane is one of the few people who can actually

make him feel vulnerable.

The result is that it feels like two people who have accidentally become each other’s safe place while

also being absolutely terrified of what that means, and Connor Storrie gets the contradiction.

The Central Buzz Cut Buzzing Around

We cannot discuss Connor Storrie in 2026 without addressing the elephant in the room: the buzz cut.

Connor Storrie was reportedly spotted sporting a new Connor Storrie haircut, and naturally the Heated

Rivalry internet immediately entered its detective era. The internet had questions, and nobody seems

to have official answers yet, which has not stopped the fans from having a hundred theories.
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The curls had become a part of Ilya’s look and were practically another character. Therefore, seeing

Storrie without them feels jarring, particularly because it is happening around Season 2 production.

However, until the show itself actually tells us what is going on, the new Connor Storrie haircut is

exactly a very entertaining mystery.

Perhaps that is the best way to look at it because if the new Connor Storrie haircut belongs to Ilya, then

there is something seemingly mysterious about the man who spent Season 1 looking like he had

walked directly out of a romance novel might return having decided to simply not look like that

anymore.

Season 2 gives Connor Storrie More To Play With

The biggest advantage Season 2 has is that the audience already knows Ilya: we know the jokes, the

confidence, how he looks at Shane, the cockiness being partly armour, which means the show does not

have to spend the next season introducing us to Ilya.

The show can complicate him, and that is much more exciting. It would be exciting to look at what

happens when wanting a future becomes more important than protecting a carefully constructed

public image, and how a man who has spent years being emotionally evasive handles the very adult

reality of something real to lose.

These are the questions that could make Season 2 more than a continuation of romance; a

continuation of Ilya’s story and character development arc.

The Bad Boy Thing Was Never Really The Point

There is an easy way to describe Ilya: confident, cocky and slightly chaotic, but that misses why the

audience is attached to him.

Ilya is compelling because there are moments when the fantasy cracks and Connor Storrie lets us see

the boy behind the swag without making him feel pathetic. Ilya can be vulnerable without being

helpless; he can be in love without losing the sharp edges that made him Ilya: there is a difficult

balance. 

It is probably why Connor Storrie has become so closely associated with the character. At this point, it is

increasingly difficult to imagine anyone playing Ilya because Storrie has given him such a specific

rhythm.
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The Stakes Are Only Becoming Higher

Heated Rivalry Season 2: Hudson Williams, Connor Storrie

Heated Rivalry Season 2 also has the luxury of expanding beyond the central romance. The series is

bringing more of the Rachel Reid universe into the story, with perhaps new characters and

relationships adding fresh complications around Shane and Ilya.

No matter how much the world grows, Ilya remains one of the emotional anchors of the show, and that

puts a lot on Storrie’s shoulders.

The hockey, rivalry and Shane and Ilya will be back. The internet will once again lose all composure

collectively every time these two men look at each other for long. 

Connor Storrie’s new hair might give us a subplot which only the show can confirm, but behind all of

that is the chance to get to know Ilya better.

Watch Heated Rivalry Season 1 on Prime Video before Season 2 arrives.
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