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The Daily Show's Troy lwata Is the New
Shane Hollander in Heated Rivalry
Musical Parody

The comedian and actor will take over the role Aug. 31, starring opposite Jay
Armstrong Johnson's llya Rozanov in the Off-Broadway hit

By Dave Quinn | Published on August 17, 2026 05:10PM EDT
B LEAVE A COMMENT
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NEED TO KNOW

Troy Iwata will star as Shane Hollander in the Off-Broadway
musical parody Heated Rivalry starting Aug. 31

The show, inspired by a hit hockey romance, features a

comedic take on a secret love story between rivals

Heated Rivalry: The Unauthorized Musical Parody will run at
The Culture Club in NYC through Nov. 1

Troy lwata is trading The Daily Show for some heated competition on the
ice.

The comedian and actor, 35, will take over the role of Shane Hollander in
Heated Rivalry: The Unauthorized Musical Parody, the cheeky Off-

Broadway musical inspired by the hit hockey romance, beginning Monday,
Aug. 31.

lwata will succeed Aaron Alcaraz, who plays his final performance as

Shane on Sunday, Aug. 30. He'll star opposite Jay Armstrong Johnson, who

originated the role of Shane’s Russian rival-turned-lover llya Rozanov.

First-look photos released Monday, Aug. 17, show Iwata already getting

into the hockey spirit, posing shirtless with a hockey stick and red gloves as

Shane.
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Jay Armstrong Johnson and Troy Iwata in a promo photo for ‘Heated Rivalry: The
Unauthorized Musical Parody’.
Credit: Austin Ruffer

The casting marks a return to the New York stage for Iwata, who currently
serves as a correspondent on Comedy Central's The Daily Show. He
previously appeared on Broadway and Off-Broadway in Be More Chill,
and his other theater credits include productions of Shrek the Musical, La
Cage aux Folles and Waitress at The Muny.

On screen, lwata has appeared in Netflix's Too Much and The Perfect
Couple, Apple TV+'s WeCrashed, Dash & Lily, New Amsterdam and Ray
Donovan.

amed one of Variety's 10 Comics to Watch in 2024.
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Jay Armstrong Johnson and Troy Iwata in a promo photo for ‘Heated Rivalry: The
Unauthorized Musical Parody’.
Credit: Austin Ruffer

mApp Our new app is here! Free, fun and full of
exclusives. Scan to download now!

lwata joins the show after what was initially planned as an eight-week

engagement turned into a much longer stay Off-Broadway.

After launching with a series of sold-out concert performances earlier this

ivalry: The Unauthorized Musical Parody began its fully
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Written by Dylan MarcAurele and directed by Alan Kliffer, the musical is a
music-filled send-up inspired by the HBO Max adaptation of Rachel Reid’s
bestselling 2019 hockey romance novel. The story centers on Shane and

llya, rival professional hockey stars whose fiercely competitive relationship
masks a years-long secret romance.

Jay Armstrong Johnson and Troy Iwata in a promo photo for ‘Heated Rivalry: The
Unauthorized Musical Parody'.
Credit: Austin Ruffer
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stay up-fo-date on the best of what FEUFLE has fo otter, from
celebrity news to compelling human interest stories.

The television adaptation, developed by Crave and streaming on HBO
Max, turned the story into a pop culture phenomenon and made breakout

stars of Hudson Williams and Connor Storrie, who play Shane and llyq,

respectively.
The musical takes a decidedly less serious approach to their love story.

Promising to revisit the moments from the series that made fans “wet (with
tears),” the production features a “bop-infused” original score, some
deliberately confusing time jumps and appearances from characters
including “Rose Landry” and, yes, “llya’s Ass.”

Because this is Heated Rivalry, after all.
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Jay Armstrong Johnson and Troy Iwata in a promo photo for ‘Heated Rivalry: The
Unauthorized Musical Parody’.
Credit: Austin Ruffer
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Heated Rivalry Heads to the Stage as
Unauthorized Musical Parody Sets Off-
Broadway Run After Sold-Out Concerts
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»‘Heated Rivalry Head:s to the Stage as Unauthorized Musical
Parody Sets Off-Broadway Run.

‘Heated Rivalry: the Unauthorized Musical Parody’.
Credit: Heated Rivalry: The Unauthorized Musical Parody’

Johnson continues as llya, with Ryann Redmond, Cherry Torres and Ryan
Duncan rounding out the current ensemble. Torres will play her final
performance Sept. 9, with current company member Shelby Acosta

assuming the role of Shane’s Mom & Others beginning Sept. 10.
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Tickets for Heated Rivalry: The Unauthorized Musical Parody are now on

sale through Nov. 1.
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