
U of A grad Paul Gross cast as ‘Heated Rivalry’ Season 2 antagonist

By Steven Dyer

Published: September 03, 2026 at 6:05p.m. EDT

Summer is nearly over but anticipation for the second season of Heated Rivalry is, well,
heating up and the cast includes some Alberta talent.

The hit 2025 Crave show is no stranger to Canadian talent, with Kelowna’s Hudson
Williams starring in Season 1 as main character Shane Hollander.

For Season 2, University of Alberta (U of A) alumni Paul Gross will portray Commissioner
Roger Crowell.

The MHL commissioner is primarily considered to be the main antagonist of The Long
Game, one of the Game Changers series books Season 2 will be drawing from.

Gross was born in Calgary and studied theatre at the U of A in the 1980s.

He is a Dora Mavor Moore Award winner for his 1988 performance in Observe the Sons
of Ulster Marching Towards the Somme. He was also nominated for the Dora Award for
Best Performance for his 1985 role in Romeo and Juliet.

Edmonton | News

Paul Gross will star in Alberta Theatre Projects production of The Seafarer, which kicks off the theatre company's 50th season Oct. 15. (Photo courtesy ATP by Dahlia

Katz)
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Paul Gross as Hamlet in 2000. (Cylla von Tiedermann)

In addition to his stage performances, he also won a number of Gemini Awards,
including several for Due South, Slings & Arrows and Passchendaele.

In 2002, Gross received the U of A’s Distinguished Alumni Award.

In 2015, he received the Earle Grey Award for lifetime achievement and was awarded the
Order of Canada for “contributions to Canadian film and television, as an actor, writer
and director.”

Gross’s most recent on-screen role was as Benoit Lévesque in Saint-Pierre.

He joins a growing number of actors recently announced for roles in Season 2 of Heated
Rivalry, including:

Kevin Zegers as Coach Brandon Wiebe - Role Model, The Long Game;
Milla Jovovich as Dr. Galina Molchalina - The Long Game;
Emily Hampshire as Vanessa - Tough Guy;
Edvin Ryding as Luca Haas - Role Model, The Long Game;
Robert Naylor as Wyatt Hayes - Tough Guy, Role Model, The Long Game;
Sabrina Jalees as Farah Jalali - The Long Game;
Priyanka as Tarek - Tough Guy;
Justice Smith as Harris Drover - Role Model, The Long Game; and
Charlie Gillespie as Troy Barrett - Tough Guy, Role Model, The Long Game.

Heated Rivalry is based on the Game Changers series written by Nova Scotia author
Rachel Reid. The next book in the series, Unrivaled, is set to release on June 1, 2027.

Season 2 of the show is set to premier in April 2027.
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Calgary

Fire crews working to extinguish fire at southeast Calgary recycling area

Trump’s trade war with Canada is becoming a prominent issue for American voters

Edmonton Elks' turnover edge sets stage for Labour Day clash with Calgary
Stampeders
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Ottawa

Two dead in crash following attempted traffic stop north of Kingston, SIU investigating

A look at what’s open and closed in Ottawa on Labour Day

Motorcyclist taken to trauma centre after collision with bus in Barrhaven
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Labour Day 2026: What’s open and closed in Montreal

8 teenagers arrested after stolen-vehicle police chase from Longueuil to Montreal

Laval mayor announces he has a brain tumour
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Edmonton

No property tax increase for extended ground ambulance contract, St. Albert officials say

Flying from YEG on Tuesday? Be aware of simulated emergency drill, airport says

Cree filmmaker dead after accident during Enoch rodeo
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Atlantic

More rain forecast for Nova Scotia as province rebuilds after damaging floods

Solar farm fire that prompted shelter order in Summerside, P.E.I., is contained

‘Very tragic’: Woman’s death sends shock waves across Cape Breton amid major floods
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Winnipeg

Storm knocks out power to thousands in Winnipeg, resident describes fierce wind ‘out of nowhere’

New ambassadorship program leads to ‘calm’ environment, following recent violent
incidents

Stevens scores 3 touchdowns as Roughriders beat Blue Bombers 32-26 in OT thriller
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Regina

Does Saskatchewan need more midwives? Why this birth service is in high demand

Environment Canada warns of heavy rain across parts of Saskatchewan

‘Poetic’: Trevor Harris passes CFL great Doug Flutie for 10th all-time on career passing
leaders list
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Kitchener

Elmira man charged after $600K in drugs seized in trafficking investigation

Cambridge collision leaves e-bike rider critically injured

What’s open and closed for Labour Day in Waterloo Region, Guelph, and Brantford
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Saskatoon

Environment Canada warns of heavy rain across parts of Saskatchewan

Environment Canada warns of heavy rain across parts of Saskatchewan

Does Saskatchewan need more midwives? Why this birth service is in high demand
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Brain injury patient advocates for donations to help Parkwood Institute purchase therapy system

Monday Sports Notes: Mustangs crush York, Majors lead series 2-1, Knights split Western
trip, Benati scores miracle winner
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Memories of Summer caps off season with sweet sounds of Motown

Young woman airlifted after crash in Muskoka
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‘Worker power cannot be defeated’: Windsor unions unite on Labour Day

Suspect wanted in connection with west Windsor assault

$475,000 in upgrades complete at Optimist Memorial Park in Windsor
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Victoria theft suspects sought after ‘numerous’ vehicles targeted overnight

There’s still time to sign up to run in B.C. municipal elections

Stretch of Vancouver Island highway closed for several hours after fiery crash: RCMP
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Laval, Que., mayor announces he has a brain tumour

New ambassadorship program leads to ‘calm’ environment, following recent violent
incidents

Flying from YEG on Tuesday? Be aware of simulated emergency drill, airport says
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World

U.S. investigators probe Amazon cargo jet’s fiery runway crash that killed 5 in Miami

Paris trial into the fatal shooting of former rugby player Federico Martín Aramburú has
begun

Jerry Sandusky changes his legal strategy to try to overturn his sex abuse convictions.
A judge wants him to explain why
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Poilievre calls for more transparency from Carney as counter-tariffs set for Tuesday

Employer group pushes for changes to the Canada Labour Code

Why federal guidelines for AI data centres are facing pushback

Business

RESP growth opportunities are well worth it, even if you start late
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Here’s how much school supplies have gone up in the last decade

Bond yields are soaring to heights not seen in years. How will Canadians be impacted?
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Weight-loss drug trial reports kids given ingredient in Wegovy no longer obese

Christopher Liew: 5 money mistakes that might be early warning signs of cognitive decline

What some Canadians still get wrong about Type 2 diabetes
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Chinese theatre, promoter fined for altered patriotic song in a comedy show

Documentarian Alex Gibney on the power and influence of Elon Musk

'Widow's Bay' dominates with 8 Emmys at early ceremony and 'The Pitt' takes 4

Sports

Matt Suhey, a fullback who helped the Bears win the 1985 NFL championship, has died

Ex-F1 boss Bernie Ecclestone detained at Portuguese airport for carrying shotgun
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Nepal holds a day of mourning after floods kill at least 1,300 people

Indonesia keeps several airports closed though volcanic eruption is easing

Supercharged El Niño heading for record strength; Canada’s winter may ‘take a holiday,’ climatologist says

Sci-Tech

Georgia Tech graduate, cancer survivor gets chance to test robotic surgery system that saved his life
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