
One Of Heated Rivalry's Steamiest Scenes Was

Actually Improvised By Connor Storrie

“When I spotted it in the edit I was like, ‘oh, we’re keeping that’.”

By Daniel Welsh
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Heated Rivalry director Jacob Tierney is lifting the lid on one of the

series’ most iconic moments.

Early on in the romance between Shane and Ilya – played in the

Canadian series by Hudson Williams and Connor Storrie – the rival

hockey players have a chance encounter at a hotel gym.

Long before things between them have turned sexual, viewers are

given a taste of what’s to come when Ilya hands an exhausted Shane

his water bottle, and mutters a subtle “more” while watching his rival

drink.

What You Need To Know

What was the origin of the 'more' line in Heated Rivalry?

How did Heated Rivalry become a global phenomenon?

Why did producers ask for space during season two

production?

Ask HuffPost UK anything

DeeperDive AI

The director of Heated Rivalry revealed that the memorable

“gimme kiss” scene, where Ilya whispers “more” while handing

Shane a water bottle, was an improvised line by actor Connor

Storrie, and the show has become a global hit since its late‑2025

release with a second season now in production.
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During a new interview with Entertainment Tonight, Jacob – who

created the show, and both wrote and directed all six instalments –

confirmed that this was actually an improvisation from Connor in the

moment.
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Jacob noted that, generally, the pair “don’t improv a lot” because

they “have so much dialogue to learn”, particularly for Connor, who

has “an enormous amount of work with his accent or with Russian”.

However, he added that he “definitely” likes to give the series’ two

leads leeway, which is how the fan-favourite “gimme kiss” moment

came to be.

“Stuff like that, that’s really cute – I’m happy to leave that in,” Jacob

noted. “The other one was ‘more’. When Connor was watching him

drink from the water bottle for the first time.

“The camera was so close to him that we caught it – but I don’t even

remember if I spotted it on the day. But when I spotted it in the edit I

was like, ‘oh, we’re keeping that’.”
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Connor Storrie and Hudson Williams in Heated Rivalry SABRINA LANTOS/SKY

Heated Rivalry became an unexpected global phenomenon upon its

release at the end of 2025, finally premiering on UK screens in

January.
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Production on its second season began earlier this year, with

producers having already released a message addressed to “our

incredible fans and everyone who’s been sharing in the excitement

for the show”, urging them to “please give our cast and crew the

space they need to do what they do best”.

“We promise it’ll be worth the wait!” they insisted.
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Richard E Grant Finally Explains What That
Celebrity Traitors Blunder Was All About

Tom Welling Laughs Off Instagram
Blunder After Accidentally Sharing Nude
Selfie

Hang On – Why Is Kelly Clarkson Suddenly
Beefing With A Random Magic Shop?

Barry Manilow's Team Issues Health
Update After Cancelling Live Show Mid-
Concert

Katherine Ryan Takes Another Dig At
Beckhams After BBC C-Word Debacle
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Sydney Sweeney Shrugs Off Controversy
As She Doubles Down In New Topless Ad

You Might Have Missed Alison
Hammond's 'Are You OK?' Nod During
This Morning Comeback

Amy Dowden Remains Unbothered After
Former Strictly Pro Brendan Cole's
Comments

BBC Addresses Claims That Strictly Star's
Pro-Trans Message Was Censored From
Show

11 Biggest Differences Between The Movie
Adaptation Of Verity And The Original
Book
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It Turns Out Yoda Almost Shared His
Name With A Very Different Cult Figure

East Of Eden Won't Be Getting A Season 2
– But There's Still Good News For Fans

Finding Nemo Almost Had One Extra A-
List Voice In Its Cast – Until They Were
'Fired'

Everything The Cast Of Ted Lasso Has
Said About A Potential Season 5

Thought The Stars Of Netflix's Below
Looked Familiar? Where You've Seen The
Cast Before
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Anthony Hopkins Wasn't Actually The First
Choice For Silence Of The Lambs

Josh Widdicombe Gets Candid About
Aspect Of Hosting Strictly That's Been
Tougher Than He Thought

Alison Hammond Makes Joyful Return To
This Morning A Week After On-Air Panic
Attack

Alexander Skarsgård Certainly Dressed
The Part At The London Premiere Of
Wicker

Katya Jones Seriously Considered
Quitting Strictly Come Dancing After
'Heartbreak' Last Year
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Slow Horses Director Weighs In On Jack
Lowden James Bond Rumours

Ted Lasso Bosses Originally Hoped To
Include Anthony Head In Season 4 Finale

Slow Horses Writer Opens Up About
'Beautiful' Season 6 Death Scene

Another British Romance From A Decade
Ago Is Soaring Up Netflix's Most-Watched
List
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Alexander Skarsgård Lifts The Lid On His
Bizarre Transformation For New Movie
Wicker

Celebrity Traitors Already Has 2 A-List
Volunteers For The Cast Of Season 3

Bridgerton Fans Have One Extra Reason
To Be Excited As They Wait For Season 5

Craig Revel Horwood Has His Say On
Strictly's New Hosts After Initial Viewer
Backlash

Earl Spencer Names 'Incredible'
Performance That Best 'Captures'
Princess Diana
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BBC Issues Apology Over Radio 2 Tribute
To Musician George Fenton

Tom Cruise Plays Down Box Office's
Importance As His New Movie Digger
Bombs

Ben Affleck Finally Answers Everyone's
Big Question About His Gone Girl Nude
Scene

'It Was Hell': Amol Rajan Gets Candid
About His Brutal Celebrity Traitors Murder

Critics Are Even More Convinced Andrew
Scott Will Win An Oscar After Elsinore
Premiere
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Jaime Winstone Gets Candid About
'Horrific' Strictly Dance-Off

Slow Horses Star Admits Mixed Feelings
Over Character's Shock Exit

The Psychology Behind Why Celebrity
Traitors Feels So Much More Intense Than
The Regular Show

Anne Hathaway Admits She Was Left
'Cringing' When Verity Premiere Clip Went
Viral

Ant And Dec Stunned By Fan's Discovery
About I'm A Celebrity's Iconic Theme Tune
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Madonna Makes Her Feelings Known In
Behind-The-Scenes VMAs Footage

Oscar-Winning Star Eva Marie Saint Has
Died, At The Age Of 102

Great British Bake Off Splits Fans Right
Down The Middle With Latest Format
Twist

Saoirse Ronan Breaks Silence On
Rumours Her Husband Jack Lowden Is
The Next James Bond

Amy Dowden Admits She's 'Gutted' After
Strictly Come Dancing Elimination
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James Bond Star Léa Seydoux Laments
Franchise Will 'Never Be The Same' Due
To Major Change

It Turns Out There Are Way More People In
The Bake Off Tent Than You Think

Myleene Klass Says She's Too 'Busy' To
Commit To Hear'Say's Upcoming Reunion

Good News For Anyone Who's Ever
Wanted To Binge-Watch Every James
Bond Film

Helen McCrory Called The Romance
Drama Leaving 'Beautiful' And 'Fresh'
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Monster Co-Creator Defends Season 4's
Controversial Ending

Chris Appleton Shares Emotional Post
After Becoming First Strictly Star To Be
Eliminated

Czechia Has Pulled Out Of Next Year's
Eurovision Song Contest

Andrew Garfield Says Working On New AI
Drama 'Scared' Him Off Using ChatGPT

The Batman Sequel Pauses Production As
Director Steps Away For Personal Reasons
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East Of Eden Creator Lifts The Lid On
Putting Together That Heartbreaking
Ending

'Heartbroken' Michael Flatley Announces
His Wife Niamh O'Brien Has Died, Aged 52

Josh Hartnett Teases That He And Verity
Co-Star Anne Hathaway Almost Worked
Together 'Years Ago'

Katie Price And Suella Braverman
Handcuffed Together For New Channel 4
Reality Show

Robert De Niro Tells 'Piece Of S**t' Donald
Trump: 'Keep Your F**king Hands Off Our
Vote'
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Chris Appleton Speaks Out After
Becoming First Strictly Star To Be
Eliminated This Year

Tom Cruise's Divisive Digger Is On Course
To Be One Of 2026's Biggest Box Office
Bombs

Celebrity Traitors Star James Acaster Has
Strong Feelings About Lying And... Oh
Dear

East Of Eden Creator Opens Up About
Planned Episode She Had To Cut From
Netflix Series

Kathleen Turner Gives An Iconic Response
As Michael Douglas Admits To Past Affair
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